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A Streetcar Named Desire, 
an emotional and exciting 


performance 


SCIENCE 
New data finds that despite 
their minimal size dwarf stars 
can release powerful flares 
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By RIAN DAWSON 
Staff Writer 


Instead of relying on paper 
charts and records to treat pa- 
tients, the Hopkins Health and 
Wellness Center is in the pro- 
cess of adopting a paperless 
Electronic Medical Record. The 
switch is hoped to enhance doc- 
umentation. 

“Everything used to be kept 
in a paper chart; all the doc- 
‘| tor’s notes, lab test results, all 
4| the x-ray reports,”’ Alain Joffe, 
Medical Director of the Cen- 
-| ter said. “We, in essence, have 
| done away with 95 percent of 
| that. Everything now is docu- 
mented by typing into the com- 
puter or scanning results and 
creating, basically, images — so 
all of that is now in electronic 
format.” 

The system that the Center will 
be using, a software program 
called P5, will allow the Center 
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Last week’s snowstorm left the 
sidewalks of Baltimore icy and 
potentially dangerous. Though 
few residents are aware of it, the 
Baltimore Legisla- 
tive File Number 
08-0252 is a clause 
stipulating that all 
home owners be 
responsible for the 
post-storm snow 
removal of the side- 
walks directly in 
front of their hous- 
es 
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. business(@ghunensletter.com PE ae) cool sp | 
Py an accumulation of | 
snow or ice on the 
ground, the snow 
and ice must be re- 
moved and cleared 
away from all side- 
walks about the premises,” the 
law states. r ed 
The law goes on to provide 
measurements and time con- 
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, to do more than just house med- 


ical records. 

Not only will there be a self 
check-in for students, but stu- 
dents will be able to complete 
forms online and print out por- 
tions of their medical record 
— immunizations records, for 
example. The new electronic 
medical record program also 
has a drug interaction and al- 
lergy monitoring system. 

“I really think once we learn 
all the bells and whistles, it will 
make it better in a lot of differ- 
ent ways,” Joffe said. “It’ll make 
the documentation better, it’ll 
make coordination of care bet- 
ter. One example is of the aller- 
gy checker: if someone inadver- 
tently prescribed a medication a 
student is allergic to, a warning 
field pops up. Another example 
is a drug-drug (or food-drug) in- 
teraction indicator.” 

Joffe said the process was not 
one made overnight, and that it 


baltimore snow shoveling 
law often ignored by students 


straints which stipulate that the 
job must be done within three 
hours of the end of snowfall 
and provide at least a two-feet, 
snow-free pathway. 

Hopkins students make up a 
great deal of residents who live 
in rowhouses around campus. 
Keeping the houses 
and students in line 
has fallen partly un- 
der the jurisdiction 
of Hopkins student- 
community liaison, 
Carrie Bennett. 

“The surrounding 
# community around 
Hopkins .has com- 
| plained that Hop- 
| kins students. are 
_ | not complying with 

the law or keeping 
up to the standards 
of house mainte- 


be expected, spe- 
cifically in regard 
with keeping their driveways 
and street space clear of ice and 


snow,” Bennett said. 
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has been occurring slowly over 
the past decade. The initial mak- 


ings of going paperless began | 


JHU licenses new software 


when the Center purchased the 
beginnings of an Electronic Med- 
ical Record in 1998. 


“It’s been going along very | 


slowly. Initially the only thing 
that the Health Center used the 


Electronic Medical Record for | 


was to code diagnoses and order 


laboratory tests,” Joffe said “Then | 
probably about five years ago we | 
upgraded to the next version and | 


that allowed us to do a few more 
sophisticated things.” 

Students are able to see the ef- 
fect of this going paperless process 
in the filling out of medical forms 
online. Joffe said the past three 

See PAPERLESS, pace A8& 
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(Clockwise fram bottom) Water Taxis at Fell’s Point, photographed for B’more class, “Charm City Through A Lens”. A crab statue at the waterfront of Fell’s Point. Freshman 
Tom Smith boards a bus for the class, “The Water Taxi Diaries”. Caroline Deluca and Tabitha Norton listen to a guest speaker for a Bmore seminar. For more, see A4. 
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SGA 
selects new 
lreshman 
class senator 


By MICHAEL NAKAN 
News & Feature [ditor 


The SGA has appointed Alex 
Dash as the new freshman sena- 
tor after his predecessor, An- 
drew Ritchey, resigned over in- 
tersession. 

Dash assumed his position 
after responding to a public 
email from the Freshman Presi- 
dent Merrill Anovick during 
intersession probing the class 
for Ritchey’s replacement. He 
weathered an interview process 
and a trial run in an SGA meet- 
ing to win the hotly contested 
race for the post. 

“We're definitely excited to 
have Alex - he brings new en- 
ergy to the council,” Anovick 
said. “He represents a different 
constituency and we definitely 
need more senators so it’s good 
to have someone else on board 
to bear the workload.” 

The International Studies ma- 
jor sees the position as a chance 
to do something good in the 
community — and thinks that he 
has the drive to see major reno- 
vations through. 

“Some of the older kids tell 
me that the freshmen are sup- 
posed to be idealistic and that 
I'll becdme jaded as | go along,” 


\ he said. “But I don’t like to think 


like that. I’m an optimist and as | 
go through and if I’m re-elected — 
well, elected for the first time — I 
think I'll retain my idealism and 
combine that with actual experi- 
ence to become more effective.” 

Dash will perform admirably 
in his new position, says SGA 
president Marc Dirzulaitis. 

“He has a tremendous level 
of initiative,” Dirzulaitis said. 
“There’s something of a learn- 
ing curve for any new sena- 
tor but because he knows a lot 
of people on student govern- 


FILE PHOTO 
The Health Center plans to convert all data into electronic files for the convenience of students. | 


ment, his learning curve will 
be less steep than most others.” 
See NEW SENATOR, pace A5 


company, Likewtse Enterprise 


By JUSTIN LI 
Staff Writer 


Last week, Hopkins pur- 
chased a University-wide site 
license for Likewise Enter- 
prise for the purpose of inte- 
grating Mac, Linux, and Unix 
machines with the Johns Hop- 
kins Enterprise Active Direc- 
tory (JHED). Departments that 


Annual comedy show 
draws record crowds 


Performance is held in Shriver Hall for the first time 


By LAURA FLYNN 
Staff Writer 


More than 700 people crowded 
into the Shriver Auditorium to 
watch the 2011 Stand-Up Comedy 
Show on the last day of Interses- 
sion. 

Performers were students (and 


the instructor) of the Intersession - 


course “The Stand Up Comic in 
instructor 
Adam Ruben, the show allowed 


_the students to perform original 


routines in front of a large audi- 
ence, Bone 
Junior Patrick Haire started off 


the night with a humorous bit 


about truckers. His jokes about 
driving while texting, which he 
called “intexticated,” warmed 
up the crowd. The following 
performers impressed the crowd 
with comments about their own 
experiences at frat houses, the 
Recreational Center — particu- 
larly the gym and the “strin 
beans” who work out there — 
and other facets of Hopkins life. 

Ali Foxx and Luke Sand, both 
juniors, concluded the night 
with routines about their sexual 
experiences, which left the audi- 
ence roaring with laughter. De- 
spite appearing relaxed 
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The new system will integrate all campus 
computers into the University directory. 


choose to utilize the software 
will be able to apply group 
policies and have single sign- 
on (using their JHED), to their 
Mac, Linux, and Unix ma- 
chines. 

“[Likewise Enterprise] gives 
the ability to have policy set 
in machines,” Arne Gallagher, 
Director of Education Sales for 
Likewise Software, said. “It can 
push [policies and settings] to 
all the machines.” ‘ 

The Hopkins central Informa- 
tion Technology (IT) department . 
utilizes Microsoft Active Direc- 
tory as its directory service, a 
software system that organizes 
and allows management of the 
Hopkins computer network. It 
allows administrative manage- 
ment of individual machines 
and departmental networks. It 
is the tool that central IT uses to 

See LIKEWISE, pace A5 
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COURTESY OF KAREN HONG 
f sexual health in the country. 


W. Wilson scholar shares sex-ed with China 


By KATHERINE SIMEON 
Stall Writer 


From attending “Sexcapades” 
at Orientation to watching Lady 
Gaga music videos on YouTube 
to being able to send “Condom- 
Grams” for Valentine’s Day — it 
is evident that sex is culture, ex- 
pression, and open to discussion 
in the United States. 

But how about for the rest of 
the world? Is talking about sex 
just as widely accepted or is it 
like opening Pandora’s box? This 
is what Woodrow Wilson Fellow, 
senior Karen Hong, sought to 
find out. 

Upon arriving at Hopkins, 
Hong dived right into helping 
the community by becoming the 
founding president of CRASH, 

Creating Responsibility in Ado- 


lescent Sexual Health, during 
her freshman year. This program 
reached out to at-risk students, 
from the ages of 14 to 18 years 
old, by developing a curriculum 
and educating kids about sexual 
health. 

“It didn’t seem like the [previ- 
ous] curriculum resounded with 
the kids. It was dry,” Hong said. 

“We were connecting with 
students; we encourage discus- 
sion and hands-on activity.” 

The program, although it 
seemed very beneficial to stu- 
dents, could not be assessed ob- 
jectively. 

“IT wondered, how am I going 
to evaluate how the curriculum 
works?” Hong said. And with this 
in mind, she pursued a research 
project under the tutelage of the 
Woodrow Wilson Undergraduate 
Research Fel- 
lowship  Pro- 
gram. 

The Wood- 
row Wilson 
Fellowship 
Program _ be- 
gins freshman 
or sophomore 
year where 
the fellow 
works closely 
with a faculty 
mentor on an 
independent 
research proj- 
ect, and can 
focus either 
on a_ single 
long-term 
project or on 
various as- 
pects of that 


we have a test for you! 
80% of those infected with an STI don't even know it. 
Know what You're giving this 
Valentine's Day. Get tested! 


Too shy to get tested? Pick up a discrete self-test kit from: 
the Student Health and Wellness Center vestibule, 
| the CHEW Office (Levering 115), 


COURTESY OF KAREN HONG 
Hong performed acupuncture on patients at Peking University. 
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the Wilson Research Fellows then 

publicly present their work to the 

Hopkins community, speaking in 

front of their professors and fel- 

low students. 

With the help of the Woodrow 
Wilson Program Coordinators, 
Hong produced and conducted 
surveys to evaluate the effec- 
tiveness of CRASH on Baltimore 
youth, finding that 98% of stu- 
dents really enjoyed the program. 

Although Hong was glad to be 
improving sex education in Bal- 
timore, she wondered what was 
the condition of sexual health 
outside of the United States. Us- 
ing her Woodrow Wilson Funds, 
she travelled to China during the 
Spring 2010 semester to find out. 

In China, Hong interviewed 

many professors, graduate stu- 
dents and medical experts about 
sexual health amongst college 
students. She also conducted 
surveys with a sample of 176 stu- 
dents at Peking University in Bei- 
jing as well as a sample of women 
from areas of rural China. 

Observing a sex education 
class at Peking University was 
a particularly informative ex- 

perience for Hong. As a popu- 
lar elective at the school, the 
classroom was packed. The cur- 
riculum involved no textbooks 
and used projector slides where 

English words were messily 
crossed out in lieu of Chinese 
symbols. 

“In China, sexual health is left 
in the wake of economic change,” 
Hong said, “health is a low prior- 
ity.” 

In her findings, Hong report- 
ed that out of the 176 students 
surveyed, only one student said 
that they used Sexual Reproduc- 
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SGA seeks to adopt site 


By ARI WEISS 
Stall Writer 


As the second semester com- 
mences, SGA held its first meet- 
ing of the semester this past 
Tuesday. While it was just the 
first one of the semester, the SGA 
shared topics of significance. 

[he meeting proceeded as nor- 


| mal with each executive officer 


delivering their reports, which 
consisted mainly of updates for 
long-term plans and projects that 
would be more complete in the 
near future. 

Following such, the various 
SGA committees reported on 


| their respective fields. The ma- 
| jor update of the meeting came 


from the Committee of Student 


| Involvement. 


tive Health services. 59 percent | 


of the students claim that they 
do not use Sexual Reproductive 
Health services because they do 


Ardi Mendoza, a_ junior, 
discussed how the committee 
would be advertising for the 
upcoming Student Activities 
Fair, which is to be held on this 


| Thursday, Feb. 3. He said that a 


not know where to go to access | 


them. 

71 percent of survey partici- 
pants said that if they discovered 
their friend was HIV-positive, 


Facebook group would be creat- 
ed to further promote the event. 
Members of SGA were also 


| asked to volunteer for various 
| jobs at this fair. The Class Coun- 


it would have “a slightly or ex- | 


tremely negative impact on their 
friendship.” 

Although use of contraception 
is common in China, where popu- 
lation control has been stringent, 
Hong said, “College students in 
Beijing have a comparable knowl- 
edge level [on sex education] to 
young adolescents.” 

While Hong has encountered 
her share of challenges when pro- 
gressing with her project, partic- 
ularly the obstacles of obtaining 


the Institutional Review Board’s | 


approval to survey underage 
children, her work has been pub- 
lished in a research journal, and 
she is preparing to present her 
work at a poster presentation in 
D.C. later this February. © 


Ware 


cils reported on various projects 
they would be working on as 
well for the near future. 


The highlight here 


came 


| from the Freshman Class Coun- 


“T gained a lot of self-confi- | 
dence in researching. Lots of in- 


dependent work motivated me to 


| 


learn about my interests,” Hong | 


said, “I would have not reached 
out if I did not have a purpose.” 

Hong, a senior pre-med stu- 
dent majoring in Public Health, 
will be taking a year off to go 
back to China to study alternative 
medicine after graduation before 
going to medical school. 


cil. Merrill Anovik, the freshman 
class president, introduced the 
newest freshman senator, Alex 
Dash, who is filling a recent va- 
cancy at this post. : 

The greater part of the night 
concentrated on a new possible 
partnership introduced to SGA 
from MySugu, a commerce web- 
site created by Hopkins gradu- 
ates. . 

While MySugu is currently an 
independent organization from 
the University, SGA is pursuing 
the possibility of creating an of- 
ficial partnership with MySugu 


that would: implement, as SGA 


President Mark-Dirzulaitis calls 
it, “a Craigslist that is for the JHU 
community only.” Instead of 
buying and selling books from 
the Barnes and Noble Book- 
store, students would be able 
to exchange such goods on an 
exclusive network linked only 
to Hopkins. Unlike the current 
situation, MySugu would be 
linked to the JHU SGA webpage. 
This partnership would become 


for textbook swaps 


“a central place where students 
could buy and sell textbooks,” 
George stated. Furthermore, it 
would be a network where the 
primary focus would be the safe- 
ty, security and comfort for the 
student body. 

While the idea appealed to 
many, other members of SGA 
had questions regarding the 
website and the partnership. 

Treasurer Wyatt Larkin, a 
sophomore, inquired about the 
legality and terms of the part- 
nership, specifically how the 
agreement would be formed (via 
handshake agreement or con- 
tract or verbal agreement), and if 
the terms of the contract would 
pan out in five or six years from 
now. 

Because the website has only 
been launched recently, there 
was also some questioning re- 
garding the future plans of the 
website, specifically in terms of 
its plans to expand to other uni- 
versities, to network with other 
universities and such. 

The appeal of the proposal 

reappeared during the open dis- 
cussion following the MySugu 
presentation. Members of SGA 
wanted to implement a variety 
of things not even suggested by 
the creators into the server. Ad- 
ditionally, there was a shared 
agreement that such a partner- 
ship with the SGA website would 
increase usage and viewership 
on the SGA website. 
_ After much discussion, SGA 
decided to further discuss this 
partnership next week, when 
perhaps a vote would be held as 
well on the subject. 

The final discussion point of 
the evening was over allowing 
a greater public, student body 
presence at the meetings. SGA 
meetings, currently held on 
Tuesday nights weekly in Ma- 
son Hall, feature almost no at- 
tendance from the student body, 


something SGA wanhts:to changes) 


Alexandra Larson, the sopho- 
more class president, stated that 
perhaps because SGA meet- 
ings are held so far from where 
students live, both on and off 
campus, attendance is minimal. 
Senator Saharsh Patel, a senior, 
suggested that SGA hold one 
meeting a month at Nolan’s to 
increase student body presence 
and knowledge on issues at 
hand. 


By ALLISON BORKO 
Staff Writer 


There have been mixed re- 
sponses to the weather's effect on 
Restaurant Week in Baltimore. 
Restaurant Week is a week where 
participating restaurants provide 
fixed-price specially selected 

three-course dinner menus for 
the discounted price of $35.11, 
with some restaurants also of- 
fering a three-course lunch for 
$20.11. Over 100 restaurants 
throughout Baltimore _ partici- 
pate, including restaurants in 
Fells Point, Mount Vernon, Little 
Italy, Federal Hill and more. Res- 
taurant Week was scheduled to 
take place from Jan. 21st to Jan. 
30th, but the recent snowstorm 
changed plans. 

Around three quarters of the 
restaurants participating have 
extended their restaurant week 
specials until Feb. 6th. Adela is 
one of these many restaurants. 
They have only been open for 
just over a year and have already 
participated in three Restaurant 
Weeks. Sharen Udell, the manag- 
er of Adela, said that “there were 


lations this year.” Udell believes 
that these cancellations were due 
to the severe weather and the 
public’s inability to travel conve- 
niently. Adela hoped to accom- 


modate their customers who had 
to cancel their reservations, and 
so extended their specials. 

Café Hon too extended their 


a significant amount of cancel-— 


meal for $19.99. “Our food is high 
quality, but already reasonably 
priced. We decided to reduce the 
prices this year, [because it is] at- 
tractive to people looking to save 
money,” he explained. 

Whiting also sees Restaurant 
Week as a great, inexpensive 
chance to advertise. He explained 
that Café Hon extended their Res- 
taurant Week last year because 
they increased their profits and 
their customers enjoyed it thor- 
oughly. Following precedent, 
Café Hon extended their Res- 
taurant Week again. Whiting ex- 
plained that the snow was anoth- 
er reason for lengthening their 
specials. Yet even with weather 
they were still extremely success- 
ful. After two successful extend- 
ed Restaurant Weeks, Café Hon 
plans on extending Restaurant 
Week next year again, regardless 
of the weather. 

Hopkins students too have 
had mixed’ experiences. Tian 
Han, a senior, went out to dinner 
at the Capital Grille in the Inner 
Harbor on Tuesday night with a 
friend. “I made reservations last 
week online and there was only 
one spot left so I thought the res- 
taurant would be packed,” Han 
said. He was planning to go with 
two other students, but they both 
cancelled after hearing that the 
roads were icy and traffic was 
bad. 

When Han and his friend ar- 
rived at the Capital Grille, they 
found that the restaurant was 


‘Snowstorm adds a week of restaurant deals 


Whitney Janis and Angelica 
Buerkin had a much more positive 
experience and were not affected 
by the snowstorm. On Thursday 
the 27th, they went to the Prime 
Rib in Mount Vernon. Buerkin 
wrote in an email to the News- 
Letter that the restaurant “was 
decently busy, especially for the 
weather conditions.” Janis added 
that the Prime Rib was “pretty 
full, but nothing extreme.” Both 
girls explained that the snow did 
not affect their plans other than 
calling the restaurant to make 
sure they were still open. Buerkin 
added that, despite the huge dis- 
count, there were not many other 
students at the Prime Rib. “{I] felt 
pretty young. I may have seen 
one table of students — seemed 
like grad students though. Con- 
sidering an entrée usually goes 
for at least about $40; it wasn’t a 
big surprise,” wrote Buerkin in 
an email to the News-letter. 

Earlier that week, on Jan. 21st, 

Janis went to The Ambassador 
Dining Room in Roland Park and 
had a similar experience where 
the Ambassador was not very 
busy. “It seemed like a typical 
night,” Janis wrote. Here, too, 
there were not many students. 
In both cases, the restaurants 
weren't as busy as one would ex- 
pect when there was such a sale, 
but it was also not as empty as 
one would expect during a snow- 
storm. | 


Overall, the snowstorm did 


not have much influence over 
Restaurant Week’s success. It may 
have contributed to the event's 
extension; however, this occur- 
rence is also not too rare and will 
most likely happen again. Ad- 
ditionally, although it may have 
deterred some Hopkins students | 
who already have trouble travel- 
ling, Pu Bee the snow storm — 
ruined few dinner plans during 
Restaurant Week. ies eet; 


ok ae 


Restaurant Week deals, but for 
different reasons. Thomas Whit- 
ing, the restaurant’s manager 
and the owner's son, explained 
that Café Hon participates in Res- 
taurant Week because it is a good 
deal. “It’s a great opportunity to 
give customers something they 
would really enjoy for a substan- 
tial discount,” Whiting said, Café 
Hon offers their three-course 


nearly empty. Han believes that, 
like his friends, the weather was’ 
the’key factor. “Many other cus- 
tomers cancelled because of the 
snow,” he said. “I wouldn’t nor- 
mally go to such an expensive 
restaurant, but the Restaurant 
Week discount made it worth the 
trip,” Han further explained. Re- 
gardless of the weather, Han is 
glad he went and would go again. 


or the Res Life offices (AMR2, Charles Commons or McCoy) 


__ Do your own test and return the samples for a 
confidential chlamydia and gonorrhea screening. 
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Man on the Street 


maha EEA ON RRS (Oy RE OL ae perl cache loads nc oe iene a Ne GA 
E ( TYP’ | & How do you think the civil unrest in Egypt will affect the Middle East, and what 
» role do you think the US should play in the unfolding revolution in Tunisia? 


“This situation is definitely a manifestation of a 
deeper-rooted and more global feeling that might af- 
fect other countries. . .but for now I think it is an issue 
that partly has to be solved internally even if some 
help from the outside to put pressure on the dictator 
might help to make the situation better.” 


“US involvement should be limited — because the 
magnitude is so huge and the citizens are so involved, 
outside involvement will only increase the unrest.” 


—— = — ee ee 


"I feel like as of right now, it's contained to Egypt but 
soon, it may set off a chain reaction in the Middle 
East. . .until [the U.S. has] figured out how to deal with 
its own problems, it's completely hypocritical to make 
suggestions when we still have things to work with." 


“I just think that Egypt is definitely setting an ex- 
ample — perhaps a bad one — for other middle-eastern 
countries where presidents maybe don’t understand 
what the term ‘president’ even means; that when your 
time is up, your time is up and you step down.” 


we we 


¥ 
Tolulade Adeofe 
Senior 
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“Especially in light of [such] force to suppress pop- 
ular uprisings, the US should work to encourage 
[Egyptian protesters] and thereby ensure that de- 
mocracy has fertile soil to plant itself and grow, in 
Tunisia, Egypt and any other countries in which pro- 


“T would say that it will have a great effect on the 
Middle East because Egypt is one of the few major US 
allies that exist in that area, and once Egypt shows any 
type of instability that area is going to crumble, espe- 
cially with their relations to the US.” 


Senior 


democracy demonstrations arise.” 


Students venture far from Homewood through Intersession Study Abroad Programs 


By EVA GURFEIN 
For The News-Letter 


This  Intersession’s Johns 
Hopkins Intersession Study 
Abroad Program gave students 
the chance to study in Ghana, 
Florence, Madrid, Ecuador and 
the Galapagos Islands. 

While classes offered by the 


other departments during Inter- 
session are based in Baltimore, 


Abroad program al- 


- al students the opportunity to 


learn far away from Charm City. 
Students can choose from four 
destinations based on their area 
of academic interest. The Histo- 
ry, History of Art and Africana 
Studies departments each spon- 
sor Intersession trips. 
Sophomore Gerrard Clark 
joined 14 other students for the 
trip to Madrid, which was spon- 
sored by the History depart- 
ment. Home of the Alhambra, 


numerous cathedrals and the fa- 
mous mosque of Cordoba, Spain 
offered an incredible learning en- 
vironment for Hopkins students. 
As an International Studies ma- 
jor, Gerrard decided to go on the 
trip both because of his interest 
in pursuing a concentration in 
Spain for his major and also be- 
cause of the trip’s leader, History 


professor Richard Kagan. “I took 
a class with Dr. Kagan last year 


that I really enjoyed,” Gerrard 
said. “So I believed that I would 
enjoy an Intersession trip led by 
him.” 

Under Kagan’s instruction, 
Gerrard and his peers attended 
class in the mornings, leaving 
their afternoons free to visit the 
sights of Madrid. Curators led 
the students through museums 
such as the Prado and the Reina 
Sofia. These museum trips pro- 
vided unique insights into the 
paintings and museum life. The 


program's schedule enabled the 
students to learn about historic 
sights, then go into the city to see 
in person what they had studied 
in the classroom. “It was a very 
stimulating way to learn new in- 
formation,” Gerrard said. 

This was Gerrard’s second 
year participating in the Hopkins 
Study Abroad Intersession Pro- 
gram. As a freshman, Gerrard 
spent three weeks in Ecuador 
and the Galapagos Islands. 

“The sights and experiences 
enjoyed on the trip to Ecuador 
and the Galapagos are unparal- 
leled,” Gerrard said. “We visited 
the equator. We spotted a group 
of howler monkeys in the jungle 
while staying at Sacha Lodge. We 
took boatloads of pictures of the 
famous Galapagos iguanas.” 

“IT cannot pinpoint one expe- 
rience as being the best,” Ger- 
rard said. “The trips continued 
to surprise me with new sights 


and sounds day after day after 
day.” Sophomore Nikki ‘ Vasic 
chose to participate in Hopkins 
Study Abroad program in Flor- 
ence, sponsored by the History 
of Art department. “I decided to 
go on the trip because I thought, 
as a sophomore who is interest- 
ed in studying abroad for a full 
semester in the fall, that it was 


perfect timing to take advantage 
of a shorter abroad opportunity 


before making such a big com- 
mitment.” The course focused on 
the work of great Italian artists 
including Giotto, Brunelleschi, 
Masaccio, Donatello, Fra Angeli- 
co, Botticelli, Leonardo da Vinci, 
Raphael and Michelangelo. Rath- 
er than just reading about these 
artists in textbooks, Nikki and 
her peers were able to learn about 
these artists’ masterpieces by 
visiting churches, palaces, muse- 
ums and piazzas in Florence and 
nearby cities. 


Although Vasic says it was truly 
amazing learning about Floren- 
tine masterpieces in person, her 
favorite part of the trip was actu- 
ally the time she spent outside of 
the program exploring the city. 
The program allowed students the 
freedom to take advantage of ex- 
periencing all that Florence has to 
offer. “Including food!” Vasic said. 
“Tt was quite the culinary adven- 
ture.” 


In addition to becoming a:con- 
noisseur of Italian food, Vasic 
feels that she came away from 
this experience with a much 
stronger appreciation for histori- 
cal masterpieces and works of 
art. Moreover, she says she has 
become much more aware of how 
art and architecture complement 
their surroundings. 

The fourth trip offered in the 
Intersession Study Abroad pro- 
gram was sponsored by the Af- 
ricana Studies department. This 


interdepartmental course fulfills 
distribution requirements in the 
humanities and social and be 
havioral sciences. 

The majority of the program 
was spent in Accra, Ghana’s capi- 
tal, where students attended lec- 
tures given by University of Gha- 
na faculty members. In addition 
to a day of service, participants 


engaged in seminars exploring, 
the African Diaspora along with 


themes related to modern and 
historical experiences of Ghana. 
Students participating in 
these trips earned three credits 
in the department that sponsors 
the program as well as a letter 
grade for their transcripts. Un- 
like Intersession programs based 
on campus that are free for all 
registered undergraduate stu- 
dents, there was an additional 
tuition fee for the Study Abroad 
Intersession programs. Tuition 
ranges from $3,975 to $4,995. 


SELENE TE es ees 


Test. of the Johns Hopkins Emergency Alert scheduled 
ior Tuesday Feb. 8 


Johns Hopkins University 
Homewood Campus Safety and 
Security will conduct a test of 
the campus siren/public address 
system and the Johns Hopkins 
Emergency Alerts text messag- 
ing system at 1:00 p.m. on Tues- 
day, Feb. 8, 2011. 

The test will be a full-scale 
simultaneous activation of both 
the campus siren/PA systems 
and the text alerts. The sirens 
will simultaneously sound 
the alert tone and then se- 
quentially broadcast the voice 


On January 18th at 8:00 a.m., a JHU junior re orted that her former et tee JHU junior assaulted her by push- 
ing her back from the door when she tried to eave her apartment. The 


poring tnouyh there 


message, announcing: 

“This is a test of the Home- 
wood campus emergency warn- 
ing system.” 

Those who have subscribed 
to the text message alert system 
(available only to JH affiliates) 
will receive a brief message that 
reads, 

“This is a test of the Johns 
Hopkins Homewood Emergency 
Alert text message system. There 
is NO emergency at this time.” 

Shortly after the public ad- 
dress broadcast, an all-clear alert 


were no injuries. 


tone will sound, followed by the 
message saying, in part, “This 
has been a test of the Homewood 
campus emergency warning sys- 
tem. Had there been an actual 
emergency, you would have been 
given specific instructions on 
what to do.” 

Because the public address 
system incorporates a silent self- 
test feature that will exercise 
each module on a weekly basis, 
Campus Safety and Security will 
schedule “live” tests only three 
times a year. 


The main purpose of the exer- 
cise is to familiarize the Home- 
wood community with the sound 
of the system. 

Except for these periodic tests, 
the system will be used only in 
the event of an incident or situ- 
ation that presents a significant 
threat to the lives or safety of the 
campus community. 


This announcement was published 
at the request of Campus Safety and 
Security. 
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altimore Police Teena and an wa Sites 


Between . anuary 18th at 2:00 p.m. and January 19th at 12:00 a.m., the vehicle of a JHU shan ns mpl into, Te : 
unknown ce Boe the passenger side front window and removed a GPS unit. . 
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ice arrested a senior undergraduat 


ated 


.m., a non- affiliate. of Hopkins | Noticed an individual 
ividual realized that he had been shits: he left 


last | : 
, and had thought he was entering his own resid 


Union Memorial Hospital for treatment 


urther details were not available when The / 
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Bmore intersession programs introduce freshmen to the heart of Baltimore City 
An Introduction to Environmental Health And Justice 


By DANIELLE STERN 
Stall W rites 


hun 
dred freshmen returned to Hop 


Last week, nearly two 
Kins to partic ipate in an intensive 
and field 
trips around Baltimore. Through 


the B’More 


became more connected with the 


week of coursework 


Program, students 


this Intersession the number rose 


lhe 
program has dey eloped substan- 
[It called 

creating 


to 160, the largest class yet 


tially over the years 
students to 


action by 
service-learning opportunities in 
agencies w ith a close tie to their 
course’s content,” Madrigal said 
In past years, community service 


activities were not directly tied 


tary school students,” said course 
assistant for Urban Schools Today 
junior Dominique Duval 

Duval commented on how 
this course expanded her knowl 
edge on a subject that she was 
already quite familiar with. As 
a student in the Baltimore City 
Public Schools and former school 


board member, Duval was a great 


city by studying issues of partic- with course content, leaving stu- asset to the urban school course 
ilar importance and interest dents with a bit of a disconnect “It was great seeing the students’ 
Intersession 2011 marked the “(Students are now able to] earnest discussions and thought- 
fourth year === ee ““*"’ ques- 
of the B’More . f : ; é ; tions,” Duval 
Program | really did feel more of a connection with said. “The 
Summer and “ : ‘ 
‘ re ¢ ° ; . : . vast mayjor- 
Intersession Baltimore after. Coming to Hopkins, all I really 


Py y 
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ams 
Direc tor les- 
sica Magrigal 
explained in 
an email to 
News- 
tter. Featur- 
Ing fourteen 
courses (in 
Humanities, Social 
I arth Sciences 
Public Health) 


[Bmore] introduced freshmen 


Sciences, 


Education and 


to Baltimore through their course 
lectures, trips, 
and community 
Madrigal wrote. 


guest speakers 


involvement,” 


Madrigal outlined the history 
of the program: The program was 
created by Dean Paula Burger, 
and it began as a result of feed- 
back from the Senior Exit Inter- 
views/Surveys where graduating 
seniors stated that they wished 
they had gotten to know the 
city sooner in their undergradu- 
ate years. Throughout the years, 
the B’More Program has been 
funded by the Parents Fund, the 
Krieger and Whiting Schools and 
Homewood Student Affairs. 

The program is only open to 
freshmen because the students 
participate in “social, cultural 
and academic activities that are 
designed to increase class spirit 
among the freshmen,” Madrigal 
said. “The program has become 
an extension of freshman orien- 
tation and we hope that students 
will find opportunities to meet 
more of their class.” 

Many freshmen enjoyed the 
unique atmosphere that this-pro- 
gram tried to offer. “What I en- 
joyed most about the B’More Pro- 
gram was meeting new people 
with similar interests and expe- 
riencing the relaxed atmosphere 
of intersession,” freshman Ruthie 
Barrows said. 

When the first B’More Pro- 
gram took place in 2008, it regis- 
tered just under 50 students, and 


weve 
VOuIr 


glee 


knew was the Inner Harbor and that was about 
it. Now I learned about a lot more places I actu- 
ally want to explore.” 
-FRESHMAN RACHEL COHEN 
en EE LETS “a ele 


identify ways that the city can 
contribute to their overall edu- 
cation,” Madrigal said. For ex- 
ample, the Urban Schools Today 
course took a field trip to Wa- 
verly Elementary/Middle, which 
is just down the block from the 
Homewood Campus. The Spare 
Change/Make Change class ex- 
amined homelessness in Balti- 
more, and Scott Gottbreht, the 
instructor, invited two homeless 
men to come and speak with the 
students. The homelessness class 
also volunteered at the Maryland 
Food Bank where they helped 
process food donations. 

“T really did feel more of a con- 
nection with Baltimore after,” 
freshman Rachel Cohen said. 
“Coming to Hopkins, all I re- 
ally knew was the Inner Harbor 
and that was about it. Now I’ve 
learned about a lot more places | 
actually want to explore.” 

Due to the snow, the University 
cancelled classes on Thursday the 
27th, and some classes and trips 
were cancelled on Wednesday. 
“Two days of my B’More class 
were cancelled,” freshman Eliza- 
beth Mash, who was enrolled in 
Urban Schools Today, said. “Un- 
fortunately, they were the two 
fieldwork days of our class, but 
the general concepts covered in 
the course were interesting.” 

“We missed most of our field 
trips into Baltimore City because 
of the snow, but we were able to 
visit City Hall,” Burrows said. 

“When we had the snow day, I 
was actually upset because I really 
wanted to go on the trips we had 
planned to volunteer with elemen- 


gor 


ity of the stu- 
dents did not 
come from 
urban school 
districts so 
[ was really 
happy to see 
that they 
were exposed 
to knowledge 
about urban schools. I was happy 
to see that they cared about what 
was being done to effect change.” 

Madrigal considers this year’s 
program to be a great success. 
“[It was a] collaborative effort 
that brought instructors from the 
School of Education, Bloomberg 
and departments from 
the Krieger School,” Madrigal 
wrote. “Already we are seeing 
freshmen become more engaged 
in the city.” Many freshmen are 
returning to the Maryland Food 
Bank or participating in the Cen- 
ter for Social Concern’s Alterna- 
tive Spring Break Program and 


seven 


many other programs that the 


CSC runs. 

“B’More taught me about 
the dynamic city of Baltimore,” 
freshman Erica Fuhrmeister said. 


“It has its own identity, unique | 
from any other city on the east | 


coast.” 

“There was a Baltimore bus 
tour this year that wasn’t there 
my freshman year, and I am not 
joking when I [a Balitmore city- 
native] say that even I learned 
things about Baltimore City,” 
Duval said. 

“We anticipate that B’More 
will soon become a signature pro- 
gram, shared eventually by most 
of the class,” Madrigal wrote. “We 


hope that it will be such a power- | 


ful learning and bonding experi- 
ence [and that, looking back,] stu- 
dents will consider it one of the 


most memorable features of their | 


years at Hopkins.” The B’More 
program will soon start review- 
ing student feedback in the hopes 
of continuing to improve the pro- 
gram year after year. 


—— 


What are these magic numbers? 


The Student Health and Wellness Center's 


New Saturday Hours 
beginning January 29, 2011! 
11:00am-2:00pm 


Sick and injured students only 


[his course taught students 
about the concept of environmen- 
tal justice 
of the 
that come from a deteriorating 
environment 


the idea that many 
negative consequences 
most significantly 
affect the disadvantaged popula- 
tion that are minorities and sur- 
rounded by poverty. With class 
and read- 
ings, students explored the rela- 


discussions, lectures 
tions between science, health and 
the social justice. 

rhe class was organized to 
focus on a different aspect of the 
environment every day. A day 
was devoted to air and water, to 
food and to “Built Environment 


In this course, students dis- 
covered Baltimore’s charm with 
the help of writing, photography, 
radio, movies, shows and other 
media. Students looked at a vari- 
ety of works, including pieces by 
H.L. Mencken, Micael Olesker, 
John Waters and Raphael Alva- 
rez. 

“I was inspired to teach this 
course because a, | really love 
this city and b, I feel like over 
my own five years living here, 
I’ve read and collected a lot of 


and Development.” The class vis- 
ited places such as the Baltimore 
City Health Department and the 
Wheelabrator, a waste-to-energy 
plant Scot 
Spencer, the chair of the Mary- 


Speakers included 


land Commission on Environ- 
mental Justice and Sustainable 
Communities, and Sarah Rod- 


man from the Johns Hopkins 
Center for a Liveable Future 

“My favorite part of the course 
is hearing the students’ reactions 
and feelings about what they are 
learning and 
the class,” wrote Beth Feingold, 
Course Instructor, in an email 
to The News-Letter. “The point 


Baltimore Stories 


material that 
should 


experiencing in 


any 
have 


great story 
true Baltimorean 
at least an idea about,” wrote 
Course Instructor Amy Dusto 
in an email to The News-Letter. 
“1 think I was able, with the 
help of my CA, to give a decent 
little ‘crash course’ welcome-to- 
B’more-hon experience to the 
students.” 

Students also took a trip to 
the Sports Legends and Geppi’s 
Entertainment Musuem. If. it 
were not for the snow, students 


of the class is to introduce them 
to a Baltimore that they haven't 
yet seen — to see how the envi- 
ronment and social justice and 
health are all connected, to meet 
community champions who are 
fighting for environmental jus- 
tice in their communities, and 
to meet folks from academics to 
government workers to activists 
who are connecting environmen- 
tal health science to environmen- 
tal justice here in Baltimore. It 
feels awesome for me when I see 
how their views about Baltimore 
and about what is environmental 
health and environmental justice 
change over the course.” 


would have also helped with sto- 
rytime at the Margaret Brent El- 
ementary School and the Barclay 
Elementary School. 

“My favorite part of the 
course was getting to share some 
of my favorite Baltimore stories 
and zest for the city with fresh- 
men,” wrote Dusto. “I hope they 
all left the program with some 
feeling of connection to the place 
they live and inspiration to con- 
tinue exploring throughout their 
college years.” 


COURTESY OF WILL KIRK 


The Reporting the City Class, along with other Bmore classes, went on the Zipy tour of Baltimore for one of their trips. 


Reporting the News, taught by 
Jessica Valdez, examined how the 
local media articulates and defines 
the city of Baltimore. Aimed to 
answer the question, “How does 
the media create and reinforce 
perceptions of urban space and 
fears of urban danger?” the class 


Reporting the City 


took a number of field trips and 
examined a number of current 
issues. The class also focused on 
examining the role that local news 
organizations, in both contempo- 
rary and historical times, play in 
fostering a shared identity in their 
audience. The class paid a visit to 


st Pin! eS) oan Oar 


the offices of The Baltimore Sun, but 
a trip to a local TV news station 
was cancelled because of the snow. 
However, “B’More was a fun way 
to learn about Baltimore while [I 
was able to explore] my interest 
in journalism,” freshman Devin 
Alessio said. 


Spare Change/Make Change: Examining Homelessness 


“Spare Change/Make 
Change: Examining Homeless- 
ness in Baltimore” was a course 
taught by Thomas Gottbreht fo- 
cusing on the causes and impli- 
cations of homelessness in Bal- 
timore. In urban settings such 
as Charles Village, students can 
occasionally come into contact 
with the homeless population of 
Baltimore, so itis important that 
students gain an understand- 
ing of this issue by addressing 
its causes and exploring solu- 
tions. Students also explored 
present policies and potential 
solutions through guest speak- 
ers including homeless rights 
activists, and, through read- 
ing David Simon’s book about 
inner-city neighborhoods in 
Baltimore, “The Corner,’ the 
group was able to gain a better 
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Baltimore, MD 21218 


understanding of homelessness 
in their city. 

“[The Mayor] gave her words 
of encouragement to the class 
and sent a representative of her 
administration to speak to the 
class about Baltimore City ini- 
tiatives to end homelessness,” 
Gottbreht, the Course Instructor, 
said. “[The group heard from] 
two previously homeless indi- 
viduals about their experiences 
[and took trips including] a tour 
of the slums and the ‘underbelly’ 
of poverty in Baltimore. [We also] 
volunteered for four hours at the 
Maryland Food Bank.” 

The class was new this year, 
but grew out of a B’More course 
that Gottbreht taught last year 
on HBO's “The Wire.” “I found 
the number of topics in the HBO 
series to be far too broad,” (ex: 
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homelessness, _police/ political 
corruption, global economy, the 
drug war) and the one-week long 
format did not provide enough 
time to watch a lot of the series 
itself. “I decided to do a class this 
year that was more focused on 
a social issue that the students 
could directly engage with,” 
Gottbreht said. “I have done a 
good deal of advocacy and re- 
search on the subject of home- 
lessness. 

“I thought it was a really well- 
structured class that did a good 
job at exposing us to both the 
optimistic and pessimistic views 
on homelessness in Baltimore,” 
freshman Rachel Cohen said. “I 
learned a lot from it.” 

Compiled by Staff 
Writers Katherine Simeon 
and Danielle Stern 
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TESY OF ALEX DASH 
as having FFC open earlier on weekends 


New freshman senator fills vacancy 


SENATOR, From Al 
Dirzulaitis had 


Dash’s 


fewer kind 


words for predecessor, 
whom he described as a 
functional!” senator 

“|He] had all kinds of atten- 
dance problems before he re- 
signed from the student govern- 
ment,” he said. “He missed more 
than half of our general body 


meetings, 


“dys- 


and didn’t go to his 
other meetings. He showed up 
at fun events, like the freshman 
formal, but no one knew who he 
was. He just wouldn't show up to 
anything.” 

Ritchey confirmed that sched- 
uling was the crit mg factor in de- 
ciding to drop SG 

“l was a BME eee and the 
meetings often coincided [with 
SGA meetings],” Ritchey said. 
“I missed a bunch of meetings 
and then the President gave me 
a phone call and said: ‘Tf this is 
one of the things, that you'll miss 
a bunch of meetings, then it’s 
probably not for you.’ So I gave 
up the position for someone who 
enjoyed it. 

“| thought it was my cup of tea 
but it really wasn’t.” 

After his resignation, Ritchie 
reportedly faced disciplinary ac- 
tion after being caught cheating 
on a chem lab test: He has since 


emptied his room in Building B 

Ritchie declined to comment 
on his status at Hopkins. 

Dash took over as freshman 
senator in an unusual way — in- 
stead of running against his op- 
ponents like his peers did at the 
start of the first semester, Dash 
was appointed to his position by 
the current freshmen senators. 

The freshmen received 12 ap- 
plicants for the position, which 
they narrowed down to five. Af- 
ter a rigorous interview process, 
the applicant pool was shaved to 
two. The finalists then went on a 
retreat with the rest of the SGA, 
after which Dash was selected as 
the best candidate. 

“Alex was comfortable voic- 
ing his opinions |on the retreat],” 
Dirzulaitis said. “He's a great re- 
placement.” 

The reasons for not having an- 
other election are multi-faceted, 
Dirzulaitis explained. 

“The thinking behind the con- 
stitution was when it was drafted 
— and the current constitution 
was ratified at the end of my 
freshman year — was that the 
freshman will choose their peers 
fairly,” he said. “It is something 
we need to get done quickly and 
we can’t be sitting around and 
take two weeks for the process to 


finish. We trust that a good can- 
didate will be chosen.” 

Some specific aims for Dash 
in his newfound capacity are to 
lay fresh grass in the freshman 
quad, have the FFC open early on 
weekends (before 10 a.m.) and to 
try and break Barnes and Noble’s 
monopoly over textbooks and li- 
censed merchandise — although 
he acknowledges that last part 
will be difficult if not impossible. 

“| think that Alex is definitely 
in line with the freshman coun- 
cil in that we want to aggres- 
sively pursue opportunities for 
the class,” Ankovic said. “It’s 
definitely going to be a fruitful 
semester with Alex — he stands 
a good chance of being re-elected 
next year but of course we'll have 
to see how he does.” 

For Dash, though, it’s not 
about the election process, it’s 
about leaving a mark on the com- 
munity. 

“I see it as service to the school, 
because I would love to do some- 
thing truly meaningful here,” he 
said. “I want to come back here 
in 10, 20, 30 years from now and 

: ‘hey look, I built that student 
union’ 

“1 would love to leave some- 
thing tangible behind for the 
school.” 
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Full-scholarship, ous 
six-week honors program 
for college students — 


Learn politics 

from the greatest 
texts in history, 

the finest teachers/ 
in the country, and 


the most prominent 
political figures 
of the day 


‘POLITICAL: STUDIES PROGRAM 


APPLY NOW! 


Likewise takes over Hopkins’ Mac and Linux 


Hopkins hires private company to manage campus servers 


LIKEWISE, From Al 

manage the Hopkins network 
updating systems, implementing, 
IT policies and managing secu 
rity risks 

But only machines that run 
Windows can natively participate 
with Microsoft Active Directory 
Macs, Linux and Unix machines 


without additional 


cannot jon 
software or hardware solutions 
Active 
Mac, 
Linux and Unix machines previ- 


ously 


Having access to the 


Directory would allow 
lacking in network man- 
agement ability under the Active 
Directory to be managed nearly 
as well as a Windows machine 
with Active Directory 
Likewise Enterprise offers 
other features including an secu- 
rity event log allowing central I’ 
to better monitor security events 
“When security events hap- 
pen, they are flagged in a re- 


porting system,” Luke Dieker of 


Partnership and Marketing for 
Likewise Software said. “System 
admins can identify where secu- 
rity instances happen and inves- 
tigate them 


MORGAN YANG/STOCK PHOTO 
Mac Computers at the DMC will be administered by Likewise 


The Provost’s Undergraduate Research Awards 
are made possible by the Hodson Trust. 


Kyle Reynolds, [1 
Manager for the Insti- 
tute of Computational 
Medicine, 


the first adopters of the 


was one ot 


Likewise software and 


was also one of the 
primary advocates tor 
purchasing the soft 
ware 

“| stumbled across 
|Likewise] a couple 
years Reynolds 
said 

“The big [benefit] 

individual depart- 


ments] don’t have to 


ago,” 


—— 


manage user manage- 
ment infrastructure.” 

By participating in the Active 
Directory, user accounts in the 
directory are managed by The 
Johns Hopkins Enterprise Direc- 
tory (JHED). 

jI {ED enforces password com- 
plexity standards and the JHED 
Logon ID (LID) provides users 
w ith a single username and pass- 
word needed to access any au- 
thorized and participating Hop- 
kins department. Enforcement of 
password stan- 
dards ensures 
greater security 
for users and 
the network. 
Single sign-on 
allows users to 
use their JHED 
LIDs to log into 
participating 
departmental 
networks, in- 
stead of having 
to remember 
multiple user- 
names and 
passwords for 
each depart- 
mental network 
because of the 
separate user 
management 
systems em- 
ployed by each. 


The Provost’s Undergraduate Research Awards 
afford Johns Hopkins undergraduates unique 
opportunities to conduct independent research. 


As a PURA recipient you can... 


All full-time Johns Hopkins freshmen, sophomores and juniors are eligible to apply (seniors 
are ineligible). Research can be conducted over the summer or fall. Each applicant must 
have a faculty sponsor. Summer proposals due March 4. Fall proposals due March 25. 


For more information go to www.jhu.edu/pura 
Questions? Email pura@jhu.edu or call 410-516-8770 
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Students can now sign on to Macs with a JHED ID. 


Enterprise is mainly a manage- 
ment tool and aside from a sim- 
plified login process, most users 
will not see much from the pro- 
gram. 

“Normal users should not no- 
tice a difference,” Dieker said. 

According to Reynolds, the 
plans for the spread of the soft- 
ware are still being discussed by 
the Johns Hopkins central IT de- 
partment. 

The central IT department 
was unable to comment before 
the publication of this article. 
Some departments, however, 
may choose not to utilize the 
software. 

Due to the decentralized na- 
ture of IT at Hopkins, some de- 
partments have developed their 
own user management infra- 
structure and computer integra- 
tion solutions for their depart- 
ment’s network. 

“\Some departments] have in- 
ternal systems that work well,” 
Reynolds said. 

The prospect of overhauling 
their systems and migrating all 
their machines to a new platform 
when they already have a well- 
functioning solution may make 
them tentative about adopting 
the software. 

“Migration is always a big 
deal. It is not a trivial task,” 
Reynolds said. 


Develop critical research skills 
Work with renowned Johns Hopkins faculty 
Receive awards up to $2,500 
Have the option to receive academic credit 
Share your research with the JHU community 
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~- ROGERS HOUSE: 


Residential Life offers Rogers house as a unique residential experience. 


ur ; we ‘ 

‘s . We will provide a “Healthy Living at Hopkins Experience” within Rogers 
House. This is an option for CURRENT FRESHMEN ONLY. 

p. 

a? Rogers House accommodates 20 students and one staff member. There are 12 


singles and 4 double rooms. Gender may factor into placement due to the unique 
layout of the house. Each floor has 4 - 6 rooms, a large common lounge with a 
flatscreen TV, and a kitchen. 


Students should plan to register in groups of 1 or 2. Selection will be based on eli- 
gibility status and a room selection priority number. 


Rogers Open House: 


Tuesday, February 8th 6:00pm — 8:00pm 


Applications will be available on-line starting 
Wednesday, February 2nd, 2011 
@ http://home_at_hopkins.jhu.edu 
Deadline: Friday, February 11th, 2011 by 5:00pm 


For more information contact ResLife by calling 410-516-8283 or 
email Shelly Fickau at shellyf@jhu.edu. 

Students will receive eligibility notification by 
Wednesday, February 16th by 5:00pm. 
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Deadline: the 2011 Betty and Edgar Sweren 
Student Book Collecting Contest 


2011 


UDENT 
BOOK 


Submissions due soon! | | 
Deadline: February 18, 2011 STU 
Enter the Betty and Edgar | 

Sweren Student Book Collecting 


COLLECTING 
Contest, and win up to $1,000 CONTEST 
for your book collection! 


| PRIZES 
¢ $1,000 First Place ¢ $500 Second Place ¢ $250 Honorable 
Mention e 
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Moments tn Nepal 


By Caroline Han 


Who wants to take 
When can WE charge of coordinating 
register online? the group? 


Friday, February 4th @ 5:00pm - 


Contract Signing for 
Student Group Housing 
at 3:00pm. Location - 
To be determined. 


Student Group Housing 
Priority Number Notification 
sent via email by 5:00 pm 


we é 
® Pigey heuIuary, oe Friday, February 11th @ 11:59pm 
e Student Group Housing Student Group Housing Registration to 
a Information Session be completed and submitted on-line 

@ 3:00pm in Charles Visit: www.jhu.edu/hds/together 
z Commons 304 Deadline: February 11th @ 11:59pm 
@ 
, —_ e A 
5 Wednesday, February 16th Friday, February 18th 
E 
et 


Lf 


student Group Housing 20 


Have you bonded with classmates, members of your organization, or do you just have a big group of friends that want to live close together? 


Student Group Housing offers a unique opportunity for mixed groups of sophomores and juniors with shared common interests to live in a residential community together. 


This year when you sign up for Student Group Housing in McCoy (excluding the Terrace Level, 1 East, 2 East, and 3 East), rising sophomores, juniors and seniors will have the opportunity to 

register in groups of 7, 8, 12, 16, or fill an entire wing (East Side - 39 students & West Side - 43 students)*. These groups may be comprised of several suites of the same gender or suites of 

different genders (for example: two male suites and one female suite, just remember suites must be single-sex). Students must choose suites adjacent to, or within close proximity to one 
another. Again, this option is available in McCoy Hall only. 


Remember, the best part of being in Student Group Housing is that you get to live with a larger group of friends AND you get to secure your space before room selection takes place. 
We hope to see you at our information session on Friday, February 4th! 
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PAPERLESS, From Al 
classes (through the class of 2012) 
filled out these forms online 

“Rather than have students 
complete a paper and pencil form 
that they send to school that re 
sided in the paper chart, we have 
you do that kind of stuff online.” 
he said. “This vear’s class is prob- 
ably the third class we've had do 
that. We've also had the graduate 
students start to do that. That was 
the next step in functionality.” 

The company the Center uses 
was also in transition to a pa- 
perless system. As a result, Joffe 
said the Center had a decision to 
make as to whether or not to go 
completely paperless 

“The company that we used 
was 1n transition trom a quasi-pa- 
periess record to a complete pa- 
perless record,” Joffe said. “Some 
of the stuff you guys did online 
wouldn't transfer completely 
into your Electronic Medical Re- 
cord. [In] the newest version, al] 
the information will 100 percent 
transter over. We are going to be 
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pretty much paperless.’ 

Part of the Paperless process 1n 
volves the ability to check oneself ix 
at a kiosk instead of having to man 
ually Sign in for an appointment 

“As Soon as we get a tew more 
things set up, students will be 
able to come in and check in at a 
kiosk. Let 


the appointment 1s because of « 


S Say you come in and 


head cold. We have certain forms 


that we've developed,” Joffe said 
“You'll register, then you'll 
check in, and a screen will! pop 


up. You'll have to « omplete a form 
right at the kiosk that will go into 
the EMR so that by the time you 
get to me I'll pull up that form and 
see what you've completed’ 

Joffe said that the 
not the only place that 
the Electronic Medical 
In comparison to other av ailable 
technology 


Center 1s 
IS using 


Record 


the 
ter’s program is very basic 


however Cen- 

“Big hospitals and health sys- 
tems need a much more sophis- 
ticated and powerful Electronic 
Medical Record system than most 
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New electronic medical record introduced Hopkins students unaware of 
snow-shoveling legislation 


Ice and snow prompt safety concerns in Charles Village 


college health centers need, with a 
big price tag to match,” Joffe said 
“So there are relatively few ven- 
dors that market to college health 
centers or EMRs that college health 
centers can afford.” 

Lynn Stein, the Clinical Services 
Manager for the Health and Well 
ness Center went through train 
ing provided by The 


process lasted three days Though 


the vendor 


the program that the Center cur- 
rently uses is the same program 
trom 1998, Stein wrote in an email 
Letter that the newest 
version of it was built on a totally 


to The News- 


different platform. A test version 
and production version were both 
received in December. 

Stein provided training for the 
Center, and wrote that providing 
training was a collaborative process. 

“A vendor can only provide 
knowledge of the program’s ca- 
pabilities as each health center 
operates differently,” Stein wrote 
“AS a trainer, | am not a medical 
person. So, it was a three-way 
process. We taught each other in 


many ways. Everyone, including 
health care providers, was ready 
to make this change knowing it 
would not be easy 
“The health care 
were shown the test version and 
had the opportunity to ask ques- 


providers 


ions and voice their concerns 
and provide input as to how it 
should work. Initially, | was ten 
steps ahead of them, but I’m lucky 
now if | can stay one step ahead 
of them. They've been wonderful 
with helping each other and have 
no trouble asking for things they 
need to make it work for them.” 

Joffe said he is optimistic 
about the advancements. 

“Being able to do self check 
in and also complete any associ- 
ated forms without having to go 
to the registration desk would be 
a plus,” he said. “In six months, 
when every piece is talking to 
every other piece and everything 
is working smoothly it will be a 
net benefit to everybody — for 
you guys [and] for us — I’m very 
positive about it.” 


Lomedy show’s largest crowd accommodated in Shriver 


COMEDY, From Al 
and confident on the stage, many 
of the performers felt nervous 
before their act. Freshman Ben 
Rubenstein admitted that he was 
anxious beforehand. 

“I enjoyed performing, but 
was nervous for some time be- 
fore,” Rubenstein said. 

However, after having 
watched the show, freshman An- 
jali Ramaswamy did not’ think 
that either of the two performers 
seemed nervous. 

“I thought they were great! 
They were so calm that it seemed 
like they had been on the stage 
many times before,” Ramaswa- 
my said. 

Many of the students said 
that they were able to overcome 
their nervousness because of 
their preparation throughout 
the Intersession course. For two 
weeks, they created and practiced 
original routines in front of the 
class. Advice and tips given by Ru- 
ben, Teaching Assistant Luke Sand 
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and their peers allowed them to 
improve their routine. 

“{The class] would all listen to 
new bits or old bits reworked,” 
Sand said. 

Not only did the class prepare 
its students, but also was extreme- 
ly enjoyable. 

“IT loved it. Brilliant, brilliant, 
brilliant” freshman Andreas 
Aslacksen said. 

Having instructed the course 
for seven years, Ruben found this 
year's show to be just as com- 
mendable as those past. After 
the show was finished, Ruben 
consoled students who were not 
completely pleased with their 
performances: “[You] can look 
back and remember performing 
stand-up. . there is nothing left 
to be afraid of.” 

Sand also echoed Ruben’s pos- 
itive outlook. 

“Fifteen kids, who never have 
had done stand-up, brought a 
crowd of around 800 people.” 


Sand said. “That is a huge suc- 


cess.’ 

Not only did the Ontersession 
course aim to prepare the stu- 
dents for this final performance, 
but also any future public speak- 
ing endeavors. It gives students 
the opportunity to come to grips 
with stage fright. For all of them, 
the Comedy Show was their first 
time performing stand-up. 

While the course definitely 
helped them adjust to speaking 
in front of a group, practicing in 
front of a class of 16 is much dif- 
terent from performing in front of 
an audience of 800. Compared to 
any of the past shows, this year’s 
attracted the largest crowd. One 
reason, Ruben thinks, may be- 
cause of the more spacious and 
accommodating location. 

“The biggest difference be- 
tween this year and past years 
was that the show was in Shriver 
Auditorium. . [and] we had plen- 
ty of people for it,” said Ruben. 

However, while Ruben was 
pleased with the numbers, he was 


lll DH: 


C UAaAEU RA ERE ENE 


angered by those in the audience 
who interrupted performances. 

“Tt never used to be a problem. 
But this year it got so bad,” he said. 

The inappropriate comments 
and yelling distracted members 
of the audience as well. 

Freshman Dominic Thomas 
remembered that he could not 
fully appreciate the show. 

“I was sitting in the row in 
front of the guys, [and] some of 
the jokes I couldn’t hear because 
of their comments,” Thomas said. 

However, an anonymous 
sophomore disagreed. He found 
that some of the interruptions 
were humorous. “At times I did 
find it inappropriate, but it also 
added to the show,” he said. 


Because of the great magni- | 


tude of this year's interruptions 
Ruben has decided to be a lot 
stricter with the audience in fu- 
ture years to come. “Next year, I 


am going to have to kick people - 


out who are heckling,” Ruben 
decided. 


SNOW, rrom Al 
The penalty for allowing snow 
to pile up in the driveway is a 
fine of $15, which doubles each 
day that the snow and ice is left 
to wreak havoc on potential 
victims of its slippery surtace 
Though the simple process of 
cleaning the ice and snow from 
matter of 


one’s driveway as a 


complying with the law seems 
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Several students have com- 
plained about the ice and slush 
in the streets and outside the 
frat houses, specifically those 
who are wearing heels or boots 
that were not designed for the 


snow 

“At Pike last Saturday the 
streets and driveway were 
covered in snow, but no one 
slipped,” freshman Charlotte 


an easy enough guideline to James said. *e 
follow, this law has become an “Il went to Sigep (Sigma Phi 
issue of some Epsilon) on the 
contention weekend and 
( 2ally 

in the recent (fer ; didn’t really 
weeks. We always ixy to notice any ice 
Although shovel the stairs so or snow in the 
the students 4 driveway. The 
on own they're usable, but we frat seemed to 


houses may not 
necessarily be 
affiliated with 
Hopkins hous- 
ing, the job has 


fallen on Ben- 
nett mnonethe- 
less. 

“As of late, 


I have tried reaching out to stu- 
dents in a number of new ways, 
and even tried to encourage stu- 
dents via Facebook and Twitter,” 
Bennett said. 

Bennett also noted that frat 
houses are a particular source 
of contention, perhaps in part 
due to the large number of stu- 
dents that congregate in and 
around the houses on week- 
ends. 

“I tried to get the message out 
there to students [saying], hey — 
this is your responsibility,” Rob 
Turning, Head of Greek Life at 
Hopkins, said. 
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Learn how young Baltimoreans were introduced to music, dance, literature, 


fine art, and other cultural refinements in the early 1800s. 


HOPKINS PREVIEW! 


Thursday, February 3 
5:30-7:30pm 


Free! Remarks by the Student Curators at 
6pm. Refreshments in the Wine Cellar. For 
information, visit muscums.jhu.edu or call 
410.516.5589. ; 
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EXHIBITION PROGRAMS 
Privileged Pursuits Party + February 26, 3—7pm 


Step into early 19th-century society and partake of dancing, gaming, 
savories and more with costumed members of Chorégraphie Antique and 
the Mid-Atlantic Society for Historical Swordsmanship. $10 for students. 


Emergence of American Voices: Early 


March 10, 5—7pm 


Presented by faculty and students of The Writing Seminars. Free for students. 


Festival of Historic Arts + Sunday, April 10, 12-3:30pm 
Learn an old-fashioned skill or art as it may have been practiced in 1800s 


Baltimore. Free for students. 


19th-Century Poetry 


don't always shovel 
the walk area. 
— ADAM RyYSON, 


have cleared it 
up,” freshman 
Nusaiba Baker 
commented. 

However, 
Sigma Phi Ep- 
sion fraternity 
brother junior 
Christopher 
joseph Mancuso stated that the 
fraternity does not shovel snow, 
nor have they ever been told to. 
“No, I did not know that there 
was a law requiring us to shovel 
snow,” he said. 

Senior Adam Ryson, who is 
also a Sigma Phi Epsilon broth- 
er had also never heard of the 
law. “I had no idea that there 
was an actual law,” he said. 
“We always try to shovel the 
stairs so they’re usable, but we 
don’t always shovel the walk 
area.” 

Ultimately, no serious injuries 
have occurred due to the snow. 


SENIOR 


Curated by students 
in the Museums e 
Society course, Intro to 


Material Culture 


Homewood 


| MUSEUMS JHU_EDU | 410.516.5589 
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Hampden’s Dogwood surprises with cocktails and cuisine Jeans as a global phenomenon 


ast semester | 
viewed 


re 
restaurants 
that many of us stu- 
dents have heard of, 
but have never tried. 
Woodberry Kitchen, Petit Louis 
and even the Charleston are all 
familiar names here on campus. 

Don’t get me wrong, these 
Baltimore hot-spots are mostly 
enjoyable, yet this semester | 
am striving to go under the 
radar. | want to bring you new 
knowledge of great grub in Bal- 
timore that is both geographi- 
cally convenient and financial- 
ly prudent. 

My first stop on this mis- 
sion was Dogwood. I visited the 
Hampden location, but there is 
also one downtown. The menu 


is not terribly complex. It is bol- 


stered by its originality with or- 


ganic, seasonal ingredients. The 
restaurant is a casual American- 


inspired hang out. 

The seating area is complete- 
ly open — just one room filled 
with tables. The bar is tucked 
into the left side of the restau- 
rant. The restaurant’s down-at- 
home feel is characterized as 
such because of the architectur- 
al make-up. All customers dine 
together, making the experience 
more intimate. 

Modern neon drawings line 
the walls adding to the over- 


wood Restaurant, in Hampden. 


ne would think 

that relationships 

at Hopkins would 

be fairly stable. The 

kind of  relation- 
ships that our parents always 
tell us will last a 
lifetime. The idea 
that “Oh, you'll 
meet the person 
youre going to 
marry in college” 
and it will be per- 
fect. Well, appar- 
ently, we should 
hope that’s not 
the case at Hop- 
kins because 
very few of the 
couples on our 
campus could be 
considered “sta- 
ble.” One of the 
problems seems 
to be that over the years I found 
out that girls (mostly undergrad) 
at Hopkins have a terrible rep 
for long-term relationships. And 
unfortunately, it’s partially de- 


oi COURTESY OF LIZ GOODSTEIN 
Delicacies such as the chocolat pot de creme served at Dog- 


all eclectic nature of the place. 
Christmas lights are still hung 
overhead at the bar. There are 
no airs being put on here. The 
casual nature of the place only 
enhances the true 
Baltimore —_experi- 
ence. In Zagat’s 
words, Dogwood 
is “heaven for loca- 
vores.” 

Warm, thin slices 
of — pumpernickel- 
esque bread greeted 
us at the table along- 
side mango-infused 


bill up into space. 

Although expensive, it was 
worth it taste-wise. The signature 
drink is made of citrus-infused 
Prairie Vodka, Cointreau, Cam- 


pari, sim- 
ple syrup, 
pomegranate 
juice, fresh- 
ly-squeezed 
lemon juice 
and Prosec- 


co. The drink 
is pleasantly 
presented 
with its pink 


butter. hue and a 
The mango- slice of cu- 
infused spread is G d t ' cumber on 
a me Mes to the 00 S ein the side of 
intricate care the ; the glass. 
chefs pay to every Good Bites At first 
item on the menu. sweet, the 


The cocktail and 
wine list is diverse and intrigu- 
ing. 

Dogwood clearly takes its 
wine selections seriously. It of- 
fers discounts on days such as 
“Merry Mondays.” Diners re- 
ceive 20% off all Italian wines. 
Similarly, on Fridays, diners 
can enjoy 20% off wines made 
by Woman Winemakers. These 
discounts are just the begin- 
ning. 

My fellow diners sought to 
take the cocktail list by storm. 
Ordering the 
“Signature 
Cocktail, The 
Dogwood,” 
we attempted 
to appreciate 
the —_restau- 
rant’s special- 
ties. The Dog- 
wood ($12) is 
undoubtedly 
a splurge. 
Consider this 
before order- 
ing multiple 
cocktails and 
sending your 


thinks about it again. 

These situations always seem 
to be centered around a spe- 
cific type of personality in our 
classmates; girls with very as- 
sertive, high maintenance per- 
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sonalities who pair themselves 
with guys that tend to be a little 
more passive — not necessarily 
meek, but non-confrontational. 


served. Several of 
my friends who 
have been in com- 
mitted _relation- 
ships here have 
ended up being 
brow-beaten and 
emotionally ma- 
nipulated by their 
girlfriends. 

It was a huge 
shock to find out 
that it wasn’t just 
the guys I knew, 
either. Several 
friends and ac- 
quaintances had 
noticed the same 


thing all over campus and in 


each year. 


A friend of mine was telling 
me about one of her guy friends 
who was ina relationship with a 


girl his sophomore year. 

The girl used sex to control 
‘him, and was so emotionally 
abusive to him that he went from 
being a really confident guy to 
a submissive and self-conscious 
person whenever his girlfriend 
was around. 

Having a strong: personal- 
ity does not excuse treating 
your partner like trash, regard- 
less of gender. Everyone laughs 
and calls guys like this “pussy- 


whipped,” never thinking about 


what that means. They’re written 
off as haying a bitch for a girl- 
friend and then no one really 


Katelin Witzke 
“Beyond Sex-E 


The combination 
of these person- 
alities tends to 
be destructive as 
one personality 
always overtakes 
the other. With the 
number of highly 
assertive, ambi- 
tious women on 
campus, it prob- 
ably shouldn't be 
so surprising that 
there have been 
so many relation- 


LA 


ships like this. 
But after 
watching _sev- 


eral of my guy friends get torn 
down by their girlfriends, I can 
say that I’m appalled by and 
ashamed of some of the girls on 
this campus. : 
Honestly, they reflect badly 
on their entire gender. Women 
at Hopkins are slowly getting a 
bad rep because of the increase 
in emotionally abusive relation- 
ships that has been occtirrring. It 
also seems like there has been a 
steady increase of these problems 
every year. 
After four years, I can say | 
know far more within senior 
year than I have seen through- 


out the past three. I don’t know 


if it’s a result of the changing 
times or the increase in steady 
relationships seen in the later 


-years of school, yet I can’t help 


drink has a 
grapefruit-tinged kick at the end 
of each sip. The delicate culmi- 
nation of ingredients lends itself 
to the creative precision with 
which each menu item is cre- 
ated. 

The Dinner Menu is broken 
down into multiple categories. 
The “Amuse the Palate” section 
is snack-esque and inexpen- 
sive. 

The options are essentially 
small appetizers. One can choose 
from everything from “Dog- 
wood Potato Chips & Dip” ($4.50) 
to “Slow-Roasted Whole Head of 
Jumbo Garlic” ($4.75). 

With the wonderfully bitter 
cold of early February outside, 
1 opted for the “Gruyere Goug- 
eres” ($4). Fear not, the menu's 
complex description of “Golden 
choux pastry puffs house-baked 
with sharp Gruyere cheese” 
makes the dish sound fancier 
than it is. 

These particular Gougeres 
were half-scone-sized, piping 
hot, dough-filled pastries with 
melted Gruyere inside. To de- 
scribe them as sublime would be 


thinking that this reeks of over- 
compensation. With the high 
population of women at Hop- 
kins in high-stress competitive 
fields, they combat being out- 
numbered by men in their sub- 
jects by try- 
ing to control 
their person- 
al __relation- 
ships to an 
overbearing 
degree. 
This 
been 
as a 
mon 
among 
mestic 
lence cases 
where men 
are the ag- 
gressors. Yet 
no one talks 
about female-on-male abuse. “I 
feel like it’s often looked at as 
a laughing matter because its 
funny to see men emasculated 
by women. But people don’t re- 
alize it’s really a problem. I re- 
member having sex-ed in high 
school and everyone laughing 
when the teacher was _talk- 
ing about men being smacked 
around,” my friend said. 


has 
seen 
com- 
theme 
do- 
vio- 


This isn’t a confined prob-- 


lem. It seems to be a serious 
problem throughout the Hop- 
kins campus, but the reason is 
the same as everywhere else. 
Men don’t like to think or admit 
that they’re the weak ones in a 
situation. Just as women don’t 
like to admit to abuse, neither 
do men. 

I couldn't get very many guys 
to even be willing to comment on 
the topic let alone let me quote 
them. It’s embarrassing to them. 
But it shouldn’t be. Both men and 
women have to deal with the 
very real and serious problem 
of domestic abuse, in whatever 
form. 

A big part of the problem is 
due to the fact that domestic vio- 
lence is never talked about on our 
campus. Not once within four 
years have I ever heard anyone 
comment on abusive relation- 
ships. 

The extent of Hopkins’s help 
stops at the Help Center. Despite 


having numerous talks on the 


dangers of alcohol, the campus 
limits sexual education to one or 
two actions a year. The subject 
seems to be mostly swept under 
the proverbial carpet. 


, friends. 


_ Hopkins men emasculated by their girlfriends 


| cocktails you order and the bill 


an understatement. 

The soft texture and warmth 
of the dish is only matched by 
the exquisite flavor. There are 
enough Gourgeres in one order 
for a table of six, so exert some 
self-control and save some room 
for what's coming next. 

A fellow diner ordered 
“Tuscarora Beets and 
Salad ($10). 

The Salad is made up of “baby 
frisee, trio of shaved, marinated 
beets, lemon and honey, and 
Cherry Glen chevre.” Her plate 
was cleaned within minutes of the 
dish arriving. Fresh goat cheese sat 
atop the salad and was shared by 
all. The creaminess and tart flavor 
were nothing short of perfect. 

For dinner I enjoyed the 
“Maine Lobster Stuffed Ravioli” 
($24.50). It is made “with leeks & 
ricotta, shiitake mushroom-fen- 
nel sauté, SC shrimp & Madeira 
cream. 

The lobster filling made the 
dish one of the best ravioli plates 
I have ever had. The juxtaposi- 
tion of lightly grilled shrimp 
against the soft pasta adds a nice 
textural paradox to the dish. The 
dish’s creaminess is rich. | 

If you are looking for lighter 
fare | would suggest going with 
an option under “Casual Fare,” | 
such as an entrée-sized salad 
($20) or “Lamb Borek” ($16). 

I was not positive I had any 
room for dessert, but I was din- | 
ing with seasoned Foodie cham- 
pions. A fellow diner described | 
the Pumpkin Créme Brulee ($6) 
as “Thanksgiving” — a perfect 
selection for a cold winter day. 

I opted for the “Chocolate 
Pot de Créme” ($7). The dish 
is essentially hardened choco- | 
late mousse with home-made 
whipped cream on top. It is at | 
once hearty and refreshing. The 
whipped cream is light and a 
great balance to the dark choco- 
late. | 

Enjoy Dogwood for a low- 
key dinner near campus. In 
the spring, save the $6 cab fare 
and walk to dinner with some 


the 
Frisee” 


This Baltimore locals spot will 
not disappoint. Be mindful of the 


will not spike. Dogwood Hamp- 
den is located at 911 W. 36th Street 
at Roland Avenue. Call (410) 889- 
0952 for reservations. 


hink: off the top of 
your head, name the 
quintessential — piece 
of American clothing. 
That’s right, the blue 
jean. But you may be surprised 
to learn that blue jeans are about 
as American as apple pie (which 
was in fact invented in Europe 


during the Middle Ages). 


he first people to wear jeans 
were the sailors of Genoa Italy in 
the 16th century. The 
blue pants they wore 
were not 
denim, but of a blend 


made of 


of cotton, wool and 
linen. However, it is 
generally thought 
that the word “jeans” 
came from the nick- 


embraced by the hippies, who 
began to alter them, sewing on 
colorful patches, painting them 
and embroidering them. This was 
also the time that American jeans 
were a hot commodity abroad, 
especially in Soviet Russia, where 
they were so valuable that they 
were even used as currency on 
the black market. It wasn’t until 
the 1980s that jeans became “high 
fashion,” and famous designers 
like Calvin Klein and 
Sergio Valente began 
making their own 
styles. In the ‘90s, 
lycra was added to 
jeans to make them 
more comfortable. 
Today, I think 


it is fair to say that 


name of these sailors, WY blue jeans have tran- 
the “Genoese”. = scended all classes of 

It is thought that Banker society. They are both 
the word “denim” . practical workers’ at- 
could have come International tire and high fashion 
from the English designer wear. 


translation of “Serge 
de Nimes,” (de nimes, 


Trendspotter 


The jeans of today 
come in every shape 


denim, | guess they sound kind of and style imaginable — low-rise, 
similar) a French phrase that origi- ultra low-rise, boot cut, stone- 
nated in the southern French town washed, flare, distressed, de- 


of Nimes, where they produced 
serge, a mix of wool and silk fabric. 
19th century England also 


| had its own type of blue jeans, 


which were used by laborers for 


| the sturdy fabric. 


Blue jeans didn’t arrive in 
America until the mid-19th cen- 
tury, thanks to a German immi- 
grant named Leob (later changed 
to Levi) Strauss who provided 
denim pants reinforced with 
copper rivets to miners during 
the California Gold Rush. 

They were originally consid- 
ered blue-collar and were worn 
almost exclusively by men, and it 


| wasn’t until the 20th century that 


blue jeans became popular. In the 
1930s they were worn by cowboys 
in movies, which created a certain 
appeal amongst the masses. 

In the ‘40s, not much denim 
was produced due to World War 
Il, when all supplies were being 
sent to soldiers. It was at this 


time however that they began to 
| be popular among women, who 


were working outside the home 
for the first time. 

In the ‘50s, jeans became a 
symbol of teenage rebellion on TV 
and in the movies, and as a result 
were banned in some schools. In 
the ‘60s and ‘70s, blue jeans were 


stroyed, straight cut and skinny. 
They also come in different colors 
— white, black, gray, pink, green 
and every shade of blue imag- 
inable. Even the original Levi's 
jeans (did you pick up on that?) 
have come a long way since the 
days of the gold rush (although 
you can still buy a pair of their 
“original” Levi's 501 that were de- 
veloped in the ‘60s). 

Just as they started, blue jeans 
have again become a global prod- 
uct, reaching all parts of the world. 
Even the jeans you buy here in the 
United States were probably not 
made in America. The cotton that 
your jeans are made of was prob- 
ably grown in Turkey or Azerbai- 
jan, dyed in Italy, cut in India and 
then sewn in China. 

I'll leave you with an interest- 
ing fact to mull over: in 1885, a 
pair of jeans cost $1.25. Today, a 
pair of True Religion jeans costs 
$319 and a pair of “the original” 
Levi 501’s costs $80. 

For all of you stuck without 
a calculator or a friendly math 
major, that means that in 1885 
you could buy 255 pairs of Levi's 
jeans for the price of one pair of 
True Religions, or 64 pairs for the 
price of one Levi's 501 jeans (yes I 
am ignoring inflation). 


P90X jumpstarts physical, lifestyle changes 


90X was released in 
2004 and since then 
has been regarded 
with positive reviews 
by many whose “lives 
have been changed.” Normally, 
I'm reluctant to jump on the info- 
mercial bandwagon — especially 
when it involves abnormally 
ripped and shirtless males. But 
then I met people in real life who 
were not paid representatives of 
the program. 
Their claims of 
success made 
me curious. So, 
when I decided 
that I wanted 
to get back in 
shape after first 
semester's stress 
and broken 
wrist debacle, I 
chose P90X. 

The most im- 
portant aspect 
of the program 
is to pass the fit 
test. It wasn’t 
difficult, but it 
was definitely 
a good indica- 
tor of where I began in terms of 
strength and_ flexibility. Tony 
Horton, the developer and face 
of the program, stresses keeping 
track of reps and weights in order 
to monitor this progress and it 
certainly serves as external moti- 
vation. Even after the first week, 
I could feel myself handling the 
workouts better. 

Ideally, one would do the 
workout program while simul- 
taneously following the meal 
system. However, we all know 
the struggles of college life and 
saying no to Ajumma and Chipo- 
tle. So I adopted a modified ver- 
sion, which has so far consisted 
of following the general plan of 
the diet. For example, for the first 
third of the program (the first 
four weeks), P90X required more 
protein intake than carbohy- 
drates. I think the hardest part of 
this was refusing to eat from the 


bread basket and fried appetizers 


at the Cheesecake Factory. 


The first day of P90X was, to 
put it mildly, excruciating. This is 
probably because it required a lot 
of push-ups. I have hated push- 
ups since high school crew and, 
after four weeks of P90X, have 
now come to regard them as only 
a minor evil. I have also learned 
how many types there are (mili- 
tary, wide arm, divebomber, etc.). 

Each day has a different rou- 
tine and this weekly routine is 
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followed for three weeks after 
which you do a recovery week, 
which is actually no less intense. 
The program’s biggest positive is 
its variety. The frequency with 
which you switch the workout 
prevents you 
from being 
bored and 
is the aspect 
upon which 
the program 
claims its success. Horton says the 
“muscle confusion” is what disal- 
lows P90X users from reaching a 
plateau (re: let’s them get really 
ripped). My favorite days from 
the first cycle have included Ken- 
po and Yoga. It has also been easy 
to find time to work out because 
I automatically include an hour 
and fifteen minutes for P90X in 
my daily schedule. 

The P90X videos are fairly 
entertaining, certainly exciting 
enough for their 58-minute run 
time. The fact that they aren’t com- 


pletely tiring by the third watch is 
noteworthy. Horton’s interaction 
with his rotating workout bud- 
dies is also fairly hilarious; sever- 
al friends of mine also agree with 
me in noting who Horton might 
have been sleeping with during 
the making of the video. 
Currently lam halfway through 
the first rest week. So, as I say 
goodbye to the first third of P90X 
and hello to eight more weeks of 
hell, [have a few words of wisdom 
to share. The first is that you must 
tell your friends (and roommates) 
that you are about to embark upon 
the P90X journey. 
Not only will they provide 
outside motivation, but your 


roommate should also be aware 
of the reason you are making 
those pained noises from the 
living room. Second, don’t skip 
a day. It will hurt even more the 
next day, which is a thought that 
has scared me into strict mainte- 
nance of the program. 

Finally, don’t deny yourself 
sugar if you want it. Ordering 
low-carb or low-fat options on 
menus doesn’t put a sign on your 
forehead that says “I’m in Weight 
Watchers.” The food is pretty 
good and that way you can have 
a Skinny Cow ice cream bar for 
dessert. No joke. 

When I began P90x I also si- 


multaneously cut caffeine out . 


Christina Warner 
Guest Fitness Columnist 


of my life 
and forced 
myself to 


follow a bet- 
ter sleeping. 
routine (re: 
not going to sleep at 5 a.m. ever 
night). - 
Whether it’s one of these 
things or a combination, I have 
felt better than I have in a while. 
I can actually sleep through 
the night now and am no lon- 
ger tempted by 5 Hour Energy 
drinks at Charmar. I don’t know 
if it’s P9OX, but I am certainly 


heading into the spring semester 


with a newfound rejuvenation, 
-and when faced with midterms 
and B level, isn’t that exactly 
what we need? 
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(lear policies for cloudy skies 


A day of Intersession classes was can- 
celed last week due to severe weather. 
The storm that catalyzed last week’s 
cancelation was not as severe as the one 
that closed the University for a week last 
February. That said, this winter looks to 
be particularly fierce, and more cancel- 
ations may well be needed. Last year, 
students and faculty complained about 
the lack of coherence and clarity in the 
University’s cancelation policy. A full 
year has passed, but the administration 
has made no changes. This either means 
that the administration does not care or 
that it thinks the current policy is ade- 
quate. Both positions are fundamentally 
problematic. 

There is no question that the current 
policy is opaque. Appendix J of the “Per- 
sonnel Policy Manual” addresses Uni- 
versity closings. Section II A states that, 
“From time-to-time, it may be deemed 
necessary to modify the operating 
schedule. Altered schedules have result- 
ed from events such as weather emer- 
gencies, energy conservation programs, 
interruption of utilities and local con- 
ditions.” This says nothing about what 
the administration will cancel in the fu- 
ture. It only says what the University has 
canceled in the past. There is no list of 
causes for cancelation in the future. 

Section II B is equally unhelpful. It 
states that, 
the President of the University or a des- 


“When conditions warrant, 


ignee (normally the Provost), in consulta- 

tion with the Vice President for Human 

Resources, will decide whether and when 

to alter/curtail operations.” This state- 
ment says nothing about cancelations, 
simply who makes the decision to cancel. 
There is no publicly available criteria for 
what would merit a snow day, and in a 
"decision that will effect all members of 
the Hopkins community, it is only fair 
that the public be able to hold the Univer- 
sity accountable for their decision. 
Students and faculty are left to guess 
what the University might do. Last Feb- 
ruary, almost every single school and 
university in Baltimore and the sur- 
rounding area canceled class for the full 
week based on weather reports. Hop- 
kins chose to take it on a day-to-day ba- 
sis, despite overwhelming evidence that 
roads would not be safe for at least a few 
days. Students and faculty might have 
wanted to cancel academic engagements 
or budget their time differently based 
on whether or not they would be attend- 
‘ing class. Instead, everyone was forced 
to stay put and wait for the University 
to issue its decision every day, and it be- 
came unpredictable what way the Uni- 
versity would fall in a seemingly obvi- 
ous situation. 

When bad weather is predicted, it is 
important that the administration does 
not force the Hopkins community to 
play charades. The Administration’s 
responsibility is Hopkins as an institu- 
tion. The heart of the institution is the 
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staff and students — the Administration 
should act accordingly. 

The faculty suffers the most from the 
University’s current policy. Many pro- 
fessors and staff live far away from cam- 
pus. The conditions on the ground near 
their homes are often much worse than 
at Hopkins, where there is maintenance 
staff on duty. If the University is open, 
but travel to campus is dangerous, the 
professors are put in a tight spot. When 
a professor cancels his class, he uses one 
of his sick days and it is marked as un- 
paid leave. As a result, a professor might 
be forced to put other issues before their 
own safety in an effort to preserve his 
sick days and salary. If many profes- 
sors decide to cancel due to weather, but 
others who live close by do not, the ad- 
ministration is in a good position. It de 
facto cancels many classes while at the 
same time depriving professors of a day 
of salary. It is unfair that the University 
does not have a clear policy dictating 
how many professors must be unable to 
come to campus in order to cancel class- 
es. By doing this, the administration is 
leaving classes open on the knowledge 
that school will be partially closed any- 
ways because professors cannot come. 

This page believes that the Univer- 
sity can rectify these problems by mak- 
ing five policies. First, there should be 
a list of events for which classes could 
be canceled. The list should be com- 
prehensive, but it may be open ended. 
Second, if 40 percent of professors are 
unable to come to class due to weather, 
the University should be closed. Third, 
if the JHMI shuttle cannot run, the Uni- 
versity should not be open. Fourth, if 
there is snow or ice on major campus 
walkways, the University must have 
those walkways completely cleared, or 
they must cancel classes in that build- 
ing. During last year’s snowstorm, both 
walkways to Bloomberg Hall were ex- 
tremely icy, but classes were still held, 
making it dangerous to get to class. This 
is a common sense policy; there is no 
reason to wait until someone gets seri- 
ously hurt before taking action through 
policy. Fifth, if the major roads around 
Hopkins are dangerous, the University 
should be shut down except for abso- 
lutely essential staff. 

Additionally, Hopkins should cre- 
ate a one-time commission comprised 
of administrators, professors, staff and 
students to come together and revamp 
all cancelation policies. By developing a 
policy based on the collective interests 
of all parties involved, the University 
will clear up an important issue. 

Administrative bodies develop poli- 
cies so they can have protocols for dif- 
ferent situations and so they can be held 
accountable by those they administrate. 
On the issue of University cancelation, 
Hopkins needs both, and they owe it to 
the community to make that policy pub- 


lic. 
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With the exception of editorials, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 
necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


A history lesson for politicians and pundits 


t a January event orga- 
nized by lowans for Tax 
Relief, Party leader 
Michele Bachmann (R- 
MN) made an interesting 
claim about American history. “We 
know there was slavery that was still 
tolerated when the nation began. We 
know that it was an evil, and a scou rge, 


Tea 


and a blot, and a stain upon our his- 
tory,” she said, truthfully. But she con- 
tinued, “But we also know that the very 
founders who wrote those documents 
worked tirelessly until slavery was no 
more in the United States and I think 
it is high time we recognize the contri- 
bution of our forebearers who worked 
tirelessly; men like John Quincy Adams 
who would not rest until slavery was 
extinguished in the country.” 

John Quincy Adams was a genuine 
antislavery activist though he did rest 
before slavery was. extinguished, by 
dying of old age. However, he was not 
a Founding Father, as Bachmann im- 
plies. When the United States declared 
independence, he was a week shy of his 
ninth birthday. 

He was a precocious fellow, but not 
quite precocious enough to be involved 
in the creation of the United States at 
nine years old. 

The factual problems with Bachmann’s 
claim, however, go deeper. Some of the 
founders did have genuine antislav- 
ery leanings. Abolition was enacted by 
Northern states in the decades after the 
War for Independence. Outside of New 
England, however, this was a gradual 
process taking half a century. In Pennsyl- 
vania, there were still a few blacks legally 
enslaved sixty years after the state passed 
a gradual emancipation law. 

In the South, little was done to attack 
slavery. In fact, with the development 
of the cotton gin, slavery saw a period 
of unprecedented expansion after the 
American Revolution. By the time of 
the Civil War, slavery was the dominant 
force in the American economy. Of the 


great Virginian Founders, only George 
Washington freed all his slaves in his 
will. Jefferson freed only a few and de- 
spite early antislavery efforts, he op- 
posed those who sought to block the in- 
stitution’s expansion later in life. Worst 
of all, it is now clear that he fathered at 
least one child with Sally Hemmings 

Considering the power of a master 
over his slaves, it was impossible for her 
to consent to their relationship. There- 
fore, it is impossible not to conclude that 
Thomas Jefferson was a 
rapist. When commenta- 
tors ridiculed Bachmann 
for her ignorance, Tea Par- 
ty icon Glenn Beck sprang 
to her defense. Beck point- 
ed to an 1852 statement 
by Frederick Douglass: “I 
defy the presentation of a 
single pro-slavery clause 
in the constitution, inter- 
preted as it ought to be in- 
terpreted the constitution 
is a glorious liberty docu- 
ment.” 

Beck says that to dis- 
agree with that statement 
means believing that Dou- 
glass was stupid. Beck 
makes an absurd claim 
that Douglass was con- 
vinced of this view by 
Abraham Lincoln, who 
did not meet Douglass 
until the summer of 1863. 
(Considering the fact that 
the Douglass quote is gen- 
uine, suggesting that Beck 
or his staff did do some 


lass‘s famous Fourth of July Speech in 
which he told whites “The rich inheri- 
tance of justice, liberty, prosperity and in- 
dependence, bequeathed by your fathers, 
is shared by you not by me. The sunlight 
that brought life and healing to you, has 
brought stripes and death to me. This 
Fourth [of] July is yours, not mine.” 
While Douglass sometimes claimed 
that the founders did intend for the 
Constitution to be an antislavery docu- 
ment, at other times he argued that 


“research,” it seems clear 
that Beck was not con- 
fused, but lying about the Lincoln story.) 

While the quote is accurate, Beck over- 
simplifies Douglass’s views on the found- 
ing of the United States and ignores the 
fact that Douglass was a political actor, 
not a historian or a philosopher. The 
quote Beck refers to came from Doug- 


Nicholas Harnik 
| dream of genie-readers 


s students return from our 
long winter break, many 
are bringing holiday pres- 
ents back to campus. Elec- 
tronic reading devices 

were hot items on everyone’s list. Wheth- 
er it’s the new Kindle 3, the Nook Color, 
Borders’ Kobo, the Samsung Galaxy or 
the ubiquitous iPad, e-readers are here 
to stay. Sheer novelty may have contrib- 
uted to their first-generation popular- 
ity, but their practical advantages over 
paper books are indisputable. Most ‘of 
us, constrained by limited budgets, are 
scholars who need to maximize study- 
time efficiency and are environmentally 
sensitive citizens. 

As individual readers, it may be hard 
to overcome an emotional attachment to 
the “feel” of a paper book. But in terms of 
overall policy, the time has come to make 
e-books standard practice in the classroom. 
In the long run they are less expensive and 
more environmentally friendly than anti- 
quated bound-books, and have more use- 
ful tools for studying. They are also lighter. 

The worst on-campus victim of paper 

books is our collective posture. A typi- 
cal student walks around campus with 
an unnaturally arched spine and tensely 
craned neck, struggling to lug a thirty- 
pound knapsack from class to class. If e- 
readers lost their stigma in the academic 
world, the average student would stand 
two inches taller. Amazon’s Kindle 3 
weighs in at 8.5 ounces, while your aver- 
age Physics textbook can be a whopping 
112 ounces. Make the switch and your 
back will thank you. 

E-readers also save trees. As Hopkins 
makes a push to be as green as it can out- 
side the classroom through initiatives like 
solar panel roofs, so too should it push 
to conserve the environment within the 
classroom. It takes raw materials and en- 
ergy to manufacture an electronic book, 
but the break-even point is at about a hun- 
dred volumes. A typical reader might take 
a year or so to read that much; at Hopkins 
a freshman is likely to move into the green 
zone within the first semester. 

The most convincing benefit of e- 
readers may be that they save students 
money. The upfront cost of around $120 

‘is quickly amortized because e-books, 
are far less expensive than print ver- 
sions. Distributors like Google and Am- 


on electronic reading devices. Down- 
pene. ae book can cost 
about $20 less than buying a hard copy. 
versities should be lobbying publish- 
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ers to make all textbooks available elec- 
tronically so that in the long run the dif- 


ferential in favor of e-books will become 


even more dramatic. 

Lastly, e-readers are simply better for 
studying than traditional books. Most of 
the third- and fourth-generation devices 
have built-in dictionaries and web brows- 
ers. This is a tremendous resource for stu- 
dents who no longer have to put down their 
book to a) find out what a word means or b) 
look up a reference on the internet. 

Rather, students have access to in- 


valuable research tools in the palms of | 
their hands. The latest e-readers allow | 


for ear-marking pages and even taking 
notes, which address two of students’ 
complaints about the early devices. Best 
of all, notes are no longer confined to 
tiny margins that restrict how much a 
student can put down on the page, but 
rather are inserted like word docu- 
ments. Students will no longer come to 
class unprepared to participate due toa 
forgotten book because the new e-read- 
ers allow for on-the-spot downloading. 

A fear students have of e-readers is 
the “page-number crisis.” Many feel an 


e-reader would put them at a disadvan- | 


tage since the devices don’t use pages to 
track progress in a book but rather lo- 
cations. While there is legitimate cause 
for concern, fret not, since e-readers can 
come to the rescue once again. Firstly, if 
everyone uses an e-reader, no problem 
exists because locations act the same 
way as pages. Second, to mollify the con- 
cerns of early adopters, the newer gen- 
erations of e-readers allow for “finding” 
phrases — so all one needs is to know 
a sentence on a page and he can jump 
there immediately. 

Professors, especially ones who have 
issues with students surfing the web in 
class, should also embrace e-readers. Al- 
though e-readers do have web browsers 
on them, most screens are in e-ink (black- 
and-white) making Facebooking or video 
watching practically impossible. 

E-readers should, and_ inevitably 
will, become the accepted standard in 
academia. They are superior to paper 


books in almost every way. But when 


I'm back home on my next break from 


school, I’m still going to collapse in an_ 


armchair with a thick, hard-cover, pa- 
per novel. 


ig of classics free | 


Nicholas Harnik is a freshman International 
Studies and German major from New York, 
New York. 


were a failure and he committed to di- 


.to appreciate how much the great body 


rect antislavery action, which meant of the Northern people do crucify their 


either violent revolution or political f 
activism. Douglass preferred the latter 
but he knew that to involve himself in 
politics he would have to embrace the 
Constitution and that he would need t 
to persuade the public that antislavery 
politics did not violate its spirit or its 
text. He was looking for a “usable past.” i 
I disagree with Douglass's view thatthe t 


eelings, in order to maintain their loy- 


alty to the Constitution and the Union.” 


Lincoln knew that the founders com- 


promised on slavery:in order to cement 


he Union. 
Yet he also admired the founders, 


knowing that the spirit of the found- 


ng stood opposed to slavery, even if 
he founders themselves had not always 


Founders meant to destroy slavery but! consistently upheld that spirit. When the 


Civil War upset the normal 
constitutional order, Lin- 
coln used the opportunity 
to destroy slavery. 

Our founders were great 
men. They created the first 
free government in the 
modern world. Their words 
inspired and continue to 
inspire those who love free- 
dom around the world. Yet 
the Tea Party wants to re- 
turn us to a golden era that 
never existed. The founding 
era they so love to invoke 
was marred by a compro- 
mise with mortal sin. We 
should love America not 
because it was perfect from 
its beginning. It wasn't. 

We should love America 
because of the magnificent 
principles upon which it 
was founded. The true he- 
roes of the American story 
are not the founders, but 
the men and women who 
have sacrificed much, often 
even their lives, to force the 


their intent was irrelevant. He argued 
that the Constitution was an antislav- 
ery document because what mattered 
was the language in the document it- 
self, especially the preamble, which 
states that the Constitution was created 
to “secure the blessings of liberty for 
ourselves and our posterity.” 

In other words, Douglass sometimes 
argued that the Constitution was a “liv- 
ing document,” a concept Beck despises. 

In choosing to accept the Constitu- 
tion as an antislavery document, Dou- 


| glass was more concerned with the 


future than what actually happened 
in the past. He had concluded by the 
1850s that the pacifist moral suasion 
tactics of the Garrisonian abolitionists 


don’t think he was stupid. I know that 
he was politically savvy. 

Abraham Lincoln did not see the 
Constitution as either an antislavery 
document or a pro-slavery document, 
but rather as a compromise. 

Lincoln believed that the Constitu- 
tion did not prohibit Congress from 
blocking the expansion of slavery, the is- 
sue he was primarily concerned with in 
the 1850s. Yet Lincoln knew that through 
the three-fifths clause, which contrary 
to Beck’s claims did exist to strengthen 
Southern political power, and the fugi- 
tive slave clause did protect slavery. 
Privately, he hated that slavery was pro- 
tected. He wrote his close friend Joshua 
Speed, a slaveholder, that he “Ought. . 


LAUREN LIN/GRAPHICS STAFF 


United States to live up to its 
own values. These include 
men and women like Lincoln and Doug- 
lass, Martin Luther King Jr. and Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton. 

As usual, Lincoln put it best when he 
said that the founding “set up a standard 
maxim for free society, which should be 
familiar to all, and revered by all; con- 
stantly looked to, constantly labored 
for, and, even though never perfectly 
attained, constantly approximated, and 
thereby constantly spreading and deep- 
ening its influence and augmenting the 
happiness and value of life to all people 
of all colors everywhere.” 


Peter Sicher is a senior B.A./M.A. history 
student from Baltimore, Md. 


Omar Qureshi 


Packing, cracking and political perversion 


very ten years a census is tak- 

en. To take into account popu- 

lation changes, new politi- 

cal districts must be drawn. 

Presently, state legislatures 
draw and approve district lines. By and 
large, the results have been disastrous. 
Politicians have drawn districts in ways 
that emphasize marginalizing their op- 
ponents over keeping communities to- 
gether. 

It is time for a fundamental change in 
the way districts are redrawn. 

Each state should create an impartial 
redistricting commission. The commis- 
sion’s main goal will be to be geographi- 
cally concise. It will redistrict based on 
natural community distinctions like 
towns, villages and boroughs. The Goy- 
ernment Accountability Office will over- 
see the commissions. 

If state legislatures have a problem 
with the way the district map is drawn, 
they may bring their dispute to a federal 
district court. The state must demonstrate 
clear bias and unfairness in the map. 
If there is egregious bias, the court will 
order the commission to redraw the dis- 
tricts. This appeal process would require 
US Congress to extend jurisdiction of fed- 
eral courts to redistricting arbitration. 

Politicians pervert districts in two 
ways: cracking and packing. 

Cracking occurs when voters of a 
particular ideology are split up among 
many districts to deny those voters from 
making up a sufficiently large voting 
block in any particular district. Politi- 
cians can split up voters whose ideolo- 
gies are inconsistent with their own. 

Packing is a strategy wherein poli- 
ticians concentrate as many voters of 
one type into a single electoral district 
to reduce their influence in other dis- 


tricts. As a result, an ideological ma- 


jority can be packed into one district 
and split among other districts, sub- 
stantially weakening a majority of the 
population. f AP 

In either case, the democratic will 
of the people is manipulated by self- 


interested politicians. Both minorities 


and majorities are at risk of having their 
democratic will manipulated by stra- 
tegically drawn districts. Elections are 
won by the person drawing the districts 
and not by the democratic preferences of 
the voters. Collectively, this type of re- 
districting is known as gerrymandering. 

In the status quo, gerrymandering is 
endemic. As described earlier, through 
packing and cracking, politicians insu- 
late themselves and their party from dif- 
ficult elections. Since a census is taken 
every ten years, legislators can affect the 
trajectory of politics for a full decade be- 
fore districts are redrawn. 

The hold of a political party is deeply 
entrenched within a state by the next 
census. This cycle repeats itself. Politi- 
cians can postpone a truly democratic 
allocation of representatives for long pe- 
riods of time. 

Unfairly drawn districts are less com- 
petitive because opposing parties cannot 
muster enough political support to chal- 
lenge the incumbent. Thus, the incum- 
bent is less accountable to the electorate 
because there is no viable opposition. 

When a district is dominated by peo- 
ple in support of a particular party, the 
party primary is more important than 
the general election. To try to appeal to 
the party base, politicians tend to es- 
pouse the most partisan positions. They 
have no reason to moderate to appeal to 

_voters of different persuasions. 

People become political minorities 
when they are strategically split up into 
districts. These people feel alienated be- 
cause they are in an unwinnable district. 
They tend not to be politically active. 

Gerrymandering causes districts to. 
take weird shapes. Many districts cover 
hundreds of miles and divide natural 
communities. Communities are split up 


such that many representatives cannot 


cover a concise geographic area. 
Politicians cover many split up com- 
munities rather than a few whole com- 


munities. As a result) a specific commu- 


nity’s geographic interests like subsidy 
requests or zoning concerns are ignored 
because the politician sees no utility in 


addressing community specific benefits 
when not all of the people he is benefit- 
ting live in his district. 

Leaving redistricting to the politi- 
cians is a mistake. They are biased and 
they corrode the democratic and region- 
al will of the people. 

In contrast, the redistricting com- 
mission is comprised of people who 
are hired to be unbiased. They have a 
directive to draw districts in geographi- 
cally sensitive ways. If a member of the 
commission errs or injects bias into the 
way he is drawing districts, he will be 
checked by the other members of the 
commission. If the problem is perpetual, 
he will be fired. 

Since the commission will be over- 
seen by the Government Accountability 
Office, it will be under heavy scrutiny. 
Moreover, if the’ districts are drawn un- 

fairly, the commission will be brought to 
court and ordered to redraw the districts. 

The commission has every incentive 
to be fair. If they are not, they will get 
caught; they risk their jobs and the dis- 
tricts will have to be redrawn anyways. 
Politicians, on the other hand, have ev- 
ery incentive to draw districts unfairly. 
If they do, they can all but ensure their 
own reelection. 

Moreover, judges are fairer than leg- 
islators are. Federal judges are selected 
to be impartial and they are not up for 
re-election so they gain nothing from 
biased districts. Moreover, the judiciary 
is the single most objective branch of. 

the government. The likelihood of a fair 
decision from the judiciary is thus far 
higher than from the legislative. 

Great Britain and France redistrict 
by commission without the safeguards 

_ proposed here. Yet they still have more 
fairly drawn and geographically sen- 
sible districts than the US. 

_ Objectively drawn districts will im- 
prove the overall state of American poli- 
tics and policy. — . 


be Sag 


‘Omar Quresiti is a junior International Stud- 


‘ies and philosophy major from Monett, Mo. _ 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


Upperclass Livi 


Please join us for the Upperclass 
Room Selection Information Session 


Thursday, February 10th @ 4:00pm in 


Charles Commons, Room 304 


it < . we A XY J 4 2 


Hr, 


Pee 


Get all the information you will need to decide about your 
living accommodations for the 2011-2012 academic year. 
The Housing and Off-Campus Housing Offices will be 
presenting information regarding university housing and 
non-university housing in the surrounding communities. We 
will explain the details of the Upperclass Room Selection 
Process as well as the steps involved in obtaining a 
privately owned operat within the community. 


Looking forward 


7 u there! 


ees 9 Events: 


Thureday, reeiiary 3rd | 5:00pm - 7: 00pm 
Charles Commons: Nolan’s 


Off Campus Housing/ 

Upperclass Info-Booth 

Wednesday, February 9th | 5:00pm - 7:00pm 
Charles Commons: Nolan’s 


Off Saipus Housing 

/Upperciass Information Session 
Thursday, February 10th | 4:00pm - 5:00pm 
Charles Commons: 304 ~ 


Upperclass Registration Process 
Thursday, February 10th @ 5:00pm to 
Thursday, February 17th @ 11:59pm 

Online @ http://home_at_hopkins.jhu.edu 


Tin 


ibe cena tnt ys =" Off-Camp. Us. Hous ip BE) ahr ea peat vee wel sadeiidiied 
== Safety and secur o-E 


Booth 
Thursday, February ath | 5:00pm - 7:00pm 
Charles Commons: Nolan's 


Upperclass Contract Signing 

Tuesday, March 1st 

Arrival time based on Group's Priority Number 
Location - To be determined 


Off-Campus Housing Fair 
Thursday, March 3rd |11:00am - 2:00pm 
Levering Hall: Glass Pavilion — 


Homewood Neighborhood 

Open House 

Saturday, March 5th |11am - 2:00pm 
Charles Villiage, Roland Park, Hampden 


ean 
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ra 
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Oy PM 3 
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Wolman Housing Office | http://Home_at_Hopkins.jhu.edu | 410-516-7960 
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oa } lhe Center for Health Education and Wellness (CHEW) has brought — 
A 1 back “Condom-Grams” in honor of Valentine’s Day. Students who | a f 6 ( ) 
| order before Feb. 9 can send postcards containing important health ® S k \/ 
i4 related messages to friends in need of guidance. The postcards are all |7 
; 
Vier: Protastica, | adorned with condom-themed images and contain captions like “Cov- Safer hem Paps lume 
| erage is Key,” “Defensive Line” and “Virus Protection.” You get the 
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| day/ tor more information and to order, 
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Sororities begin spring ea 


By LILY NEWMAN 
Editor-in-Chief 


Thursday 


beginning of Spring 


ents an information session from 


7:30 p.m. - 


Hall. 


to answer questions for all Jla- 
dies who are considering or are 


signed up for recruitment. 


Registration is open until 
noon on Friday, Feb. 4. 
Formal recruitment’ parties 


will begin on Saturday, Feb. 5 at 
1 p.m. and will officially end at 
the Rho Gamma reveal on Thurs- 


day, Feb. 10. 


night marks the 
Formal Re- 
cruitment as Panhellenic pres- 


10:30 p.m. in Shriver 
This session is designed 


The process begins 
. = , r MS 

with Satu rday’s Ice Water round, 
which allows each woman to get 
to know the four sororities on 


campus: Alpha Phi, Kappa Kap- 


Sor rority Re ‘cruitment 


COURTESY OF JHU.EDU/GREEKLIFE 


Recruitment events for sororities begin this week and run through the middle of next week. 


pa Gamma, Phi Mu, and Pi Beta 
Phi. The final recruitment rounds 
will be held during the following 


school week. To register for re- 
cruitment, please visit www.jlu. 
edu/greeklife. 


2011 Formal Sorority Recruitment Dates 


' Thursday, February 3: 


Panhellenic Recruitment Information/ 


Orientation Session 


Friday, February 4: 


Recruitment registration ends at noon 
Saturday, February 5: 
Ice Water Round 


Monday, February 7: 


Wednesday, February 9: 
Preference Round 
Thursday, February 10: 
Invitation Day (Rho Gamma reveal) 


Theme Round 


Calendar 


of 
JHU Events 


COURTESY OF MSA.MD.GOV 


The Second City Does 
Baltimore 
Center Stage 
700 N. Calvert St. 


7 p.m. 


The famous Chicago- 
based comedy troupe 
will be performing 

at the Center Stage 
Theater from now 
until Feb. 20. Notable 
alumni of the troupe 
include Jim Belushi, Bill 
Murrary, Mike Myers, 
and Tina Fey. If you. 
are planning to see the 
show, purchase your | 
tickets sooner rather 
than later because 
prices increase ss (from 
$15 and $35, depending 
on the seating section, 
_ tos20 and $40) after 
PED MON ete: 


Thursday, Feb. 3 


Student Activities Fair 
O’Connor Rec Center 
§?D:M= =210- D:M. 


Kick off the semester 
right by signing up 

for one of over 100 
student organizations 
that will be represent- 
ed at the fair. Even if 
you're already signed 
up for too many clubs 
or organizations, come 
out to enjoy a cappella 
choirs, spin art, Rock- 
band, airbrush tattoos 
and cotton candy! 


The Kevin Hurley 
Show 
O’Connor Rec Center 
10 p.m. - 11 p.m. 


Directly after the 
Student Activities Fair, 
this comedic hypnosis ° 
show will feature one 
of “America’s favor- 

ite hypnotists,” Kevin 
Hurely. 


I FREE YOUR MIND. 


neKEVEN HURLEY 


COURTESY OF KEVINHURLEY.COM | 


: Friday, Feb. 4 


Black History Month 
Poetry Slam 
Office Building 
Mattin Center 
7: piMa9: p.m: 


The BSU presents this 
annual event featur- 
ing both student and 
professional poets. 
Dress is semi-formal 
and refreshments will 
be served. 


COURTESY OF ONLINEMOVIESHUTOOM 


The Social Network 
Mudd 26 
8 p.m. -10 p.m. 


The HOP presents the 
Oscar-nominated and 
Golden Globe-winning 
film by Aaron Sorkin 
and David Fincher. A 
must-see before the 
ceremonies Feb. 27! 


JHUconfessions 
Swirnow Theater 
8 p.m. 


os e 
\olan’s hosts bowl bash complete with door prizes, games, and a Wings ¢ 


By SARAH TAN 
Editor-in-Chief 

[his Sunday, celebrate the 
2011 Super Bowl game between 
the Pittsburgh Steelers and the 
Green Bay Packers with the Su- 
per Bowl at Nolan’s event, start- 
ing, at 6:30 p.m. 
See the game on the big screen 


with your friends! There will 
be door prizes, games, a special 
“stadium-style” menu, and a 


wings eating contest. 

In addition, for freshmen, 
there will be a Super Bowl screen- 
ing inthe AMR ILCommon Room 
with games and snacks. 

[he fraternity Pi Kappa Alpha 
will also be hosting a Super Bowl 
screening starting at 5:30 p.m. at 
their fraternity house as part of 
their Rush events. 
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per Bowl Sunday approaches 


ating contest. 


COURTESY OF UNIVE CEA. TIC. COM 
The anticipated Super Bow! game between the Steelers and Packers begins at 6:30 p.m. 


Fells Point presents dramatic comedy 


By FLORENCE LAU 
Staff Writer 


Fells Point Corner Theatre is 
presenting an opening weekend 
special for their dramatic come- 
dy, Mauritius, from Friday, Feb. 4 
to Sunday, Feb. 6. The show starts 
at 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, 
and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. 

Mauritius, the book written 
by Theresa Rebeck and the play 
directed by Mark Steckbeck, 
tells the story of two half-sisters 
who suddenly find themselves 
in possession of the most valu- 
able stamp in the world through 
an inheritance of a book of rare 
stamps. In an attempt to sell 
the stamp, they are thrust into 
a whole new world that is filled 
with thrilling adventure and un- 
savory characters. 

The show plays its last per- 
formance on Sunday, Feb. 13 at 2 
p.m. All other performances are 
at 8 p.m. 

For this weekend only, tick- 


Thursdays, $10. 
Fells Point Corner Theatre is 
located at 251 South Ann St! 


ets are $12, but for the rest of 
the show’s run, admission is $17, 
with matinees being $15 and 


COURTESY OF BALTIMORE. BROADWAYWORLD.COM 
Mauritius, a dramatic comedy about two half-sisters, can be seen at Fells Point. 


Witness Theatre opens 
their new show based 
on the infamous online 
message-board, JHU 
Confessions. According 
to the creators of the 
show, all dialogue has 
been taken verbatim 
from comments posted 
on the site. Tickets cost 
ss for adults and s3 for 
students. Additional 
performances are slated 
for Feb. 5, Feb. 11, and 
Feb. 12. 


The Gonzales Can- 
tata, Dido and Aeneas 
Theatre Project 
8 p.m. 


The Handel Choir of 
Baltimore is putting on 
a performance of The 
Gonzales Cantata and 
Dido and Aeneas be- 
ginning this weekend. 
The former is about 
the rampant abuses of 
power in the federal 
government while the 
latter is the tragic love 
story centering around 
the marriage and sep- 
aration of Dido, the 
Queen of Carthage, 
and Aeneas, a Trojan 
hero. General admis- 
sion is 530 and is $20 
for students and se- 
-niors. Theatre Project 
is on 45 West Preston 
St. Additional perfor- 
mances are planned 
for Feb. 5, Feb. 11, and 
Febi432" 


African American His- 
tory Month Family 
Day 
Baltimore Museum of 
Art 
1a. 20, Ds 


Saturday, Feb. 5 


DOPE. BODY, ECSTAT- 
IC SUNSHINE, & RAP- 
DRAGONS 
Levering Hall 


10 p.m. -1a.m. The first in a series of 


free Sunday events 

going on throughout 

the month of Febru- 

the Baltimore Cura- ary celebrating Afri- 

tors series, featuring can American History 
three Baltimore-based Month, Valentine’s 

bands and musicians. _ Day, and the Chinese 
Admission is $3 for the New Year. This Sunday 
general public and free will feature live music, 
with a college I.D. storytellers, works by 


African-American art- 
Sunday, Feb. 6 


WJHU presents the 
first installment of 


ists, gallery tours and 
“make your own art” 
workshops. 


Invisible 
Metro Gallery 
8 p.m. 


- Enter an alternate re- 

ality with INVISIBLE, 

self-described as “a 

mechanical music mu- 
seum.” This live per- 
formance highlights 
various — instruments 
like the “Rhythm 1001” 
and the “Selectric Pia- 
no.” The music created 
from these self-con- 
structed instruments 
includes what sounds 
like sound junk, mem- 
ories and static, and 
haunting voices. For 
more information, go 
to www. SOUT GSES 
ible.com. 


COURTESY OF DOVESONG.COM 


Bach Cantata 5 
Christ Lutheran 
Church 


4 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. 


The Bach Concert Se- 
ries presents a look into 
Bach’s music through 
his Cantata 5. This 
show features a choir, 
an orchestra, and an 
organ piece. Admission 
is free and the venue is 
701 S. Charles St. 
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Bmore to Park City: A Hopkins student heads to Sundance Masterpieces 


he Sundance 


nig PS Film 
Festiy 


al is one of the 
biggest 
events 


cinematic 
that every- 
one wants to be part 
of. The mere mentioning of it 
to someone who is 
draws “ooos” 
jealousy. 
Though everyone would love 


to go to the Academy Aw 
Sundance is 


not going 
and “ahhs” and 


ards, 
accessible to “real” 
people. But since it’s held in 
January in Park City, Utah, 
most don’t find themselves able 
hime epee 

5 was fortunate 
enough to become one of the 
admired, an official Sundance 
2011 attendee. 

We arrived in the small city of 
Park City, Utah a day before the 
festival actually began, which 
allowed me to watch and under- 
stand how the madness of Sun- 
dance really unravels. 

In the beginning streets and 
restaurants were empty. The city 
Was a quiet haven surrounded on 
all sides by snowy mountains — 
before the thousands of people 
descended for the film festival. 

A large part of the city’s econ- 
omy depends on Sundance, and 
there is no shortage of changes 


party or during a Q&A — one 
of whom was Elijah Wood, and 
I don’t really know how famous 
he’s considered these days. 

But the real purpose of Sun- 
dance is to immerse yourself 
in as many movies as time (and 
money) will allow. Tickets to 
films are fifteen dollars each, so 
if you plan on attending fifteen 
movies it adds up. 

[here are certain ticket pack- 
ages and passes to buy ahead 
of time too, which is what most 
savvy moviegoers do. If you plan 
to wing it and show up at the fes- 
tival without pre-bought tickets, 
then be prepared to spend a lot of 
time in lines. 

Patrons without tickets must 
arrive two hours early to get a 
waitlist spot, then come back 
thirty minutes before the movie 
begins to see if they’II get in at all 
—a risky game, though I got into 
all my waitlist films. 

It’s cold outside while waiting 
in line, but you forget that and all 
mention of time completely when 
you enter the cinema, are en- 
gulfed in darkness and settle in 
for roughly the next two hours. 

There are numerous different 
movie theatres that are scattered 
throughout the city, but an ex- 


that it’s tremely 
unwill- efficient 
ing to bus sys- 
undesge | Alexandra Byer =| p=,» 
ee Guest Columnist makes it 
treets easy to 
aN ryre get from 


closed off, stores are taken over 
and changed into “Sundance 
Headquarters” or “Filmmaker 
Lodges,” and prices are raised. 

I was lucky enough to at- 
tend the festival with a friend 
who was not only a veteran 
Sundancer, but whose father is 
also in the film industry, which 
allowed me an extremely privi- 
leged look at Sundance. 

It helps to go with someone 
who knows what they’re doing 


no thd eeana Kes understand- 

ng everything from the bus 
schedules to how to line up be- 
fore a film easier. 

Also, if they get you into the 
right places and know the good 
bars to go to, then you’re much 
more likely to see celebrities. 

For example, I only saw a few 
celebrities not in an exclusive 


one to the other. 

Choosing your films can be 
quite a crapshoot because al- 
most all the films are premiering 
at the festival, with very little 
critical buzz surrounding them. 
So picking is based mainly on 
actors, directors, subject or if 
there’s a studio already attached 
to the film. 

My friends and I chose quite 
well, and attended the world- 
wide premier of some movies 
and voted for some films that 
were in competition (up for win- 
ning an award). 

My favorite film that pre- 
miered (out of competition) was 
Win Win. 

Directed by Tom McCarthy, 
Win Win is about a failing law- 
yer and wrestling coach (Paul 
Giamatti) who tries to keep his 


family happy (and not broke) 
by taking legal custody of one 
of his elderly clients. But his cli- 
ent’s unknown teenage grand- 
son runs away to be with his 
grandfather thereby changing 
the lawyer's world even further. 
Giamatti’s character is warm 
and sympathetic, not overly sar- 
donic and bitter like many of 
Giamatti’s roles. 

The movie also includes Amy 
Ryan (The Office), Jeffrey Tambor 
(Arrested Development, The Hang- 
over) and Bobby Cannavale (Will 
& Grace, The Station Agent). Tam- 
bor and Cannavale are both hys- 
terical, and Ryan’s performance 
is honest. 

The film is hilarious, but has 
heart and seriousness. I found it a 
much more pleasing comedy than 
the much anticipated Cedar Rapids 
— which you've seen the trailer 
for if you've seen Black Swan. 

Just because a movie is at 
Sundance though does not nec- 
essarily make it great. Take the 
premiere of David Mackenzie's 


' Perfect Sense, for instance. This 


is an apocalyptic film starring 
Ewan McGregor and Eva Green 
about humans losing every one 
of their senses. It’s an interesting 
concept gone terribly awry, as the 
film lacks any explanations and 


The AVAM showcases exhibit to Smile about 


By JANE SYH 
Staff Writer 


Any excursion to the’ Ameri- 
can Visionary Art Museum is 
pretty much guaranteed to be 
an extraordinary experience. 

With bedazzled, mirror-mo- 
saic statues flanking the main 
building, a Geppetto’s work- 
shop display of moving exhibits, 
a gift shop boasting everything 
from handmade Indian rugs 
to wind-up toys and unique 
displays like 


hibit is a mosaic by Nadya Vo- 
licer, embedded beneath your 
feet as you enter through the 
main doors. 1,500 donated, re- 
cycled toothbrushes spell out 
“SMILE”. 

It’s the first sign that this is not 
your typical art museum experi- 
ence, but something much more 
beautifully whimsical. 

An elegantly curving stair- 
case lined with bottle-caps 


leads up to the second floor, 
which houses most of the ex- 


tors enjoy the art around you. 

This isn’t the type of art mu- 
seum where steps echo across 
the marble floors and everyone 
stares for hours at a single paint- 
ing with a quizzical brow. 

Instead, visitors are encour- 
aged to touch, poke, crank and 
prod all of the pieces. 

Indeed, many require some 
sort of somatic interaction in or- 
der to gain full appreciation of 
the piece. 

A most notable exception to 
this rule, how- 


a four-foot 
long model of 
the Lusitania 
(built out of 
193,000 tooth- 
picks and five 
gallons of glue) 
— it’s a safe 
bet to say that 
you are going 
to see things 
your mind 
would have 
never dreamed 
of imagining. 
What Makes 
Us Smile? is the 
current year- 
long exhibition 
at the Vision- 
ary Art Mu- 
seum, a “play- 
ful celebration 
of human joy” 
that was put to- 
gether by Matt \ 
Groening (creator of The Simp- 
sons), Gary Panter (the Emmy- 
winning artist behind Pee-Wee's 
Playhouse) and Rebecca Hoff- 
berger (founder of the AVAM 
itself). 

The exhibit contains pieces of 
almost all types of media —~ tra- 
ditional paintings, collages, vid- 
eos, cartoons, costumes, essays, 

sculptures — which span every- 
_ thing from the history of to the 
science behind laughter. 
The very first piece of the ex- 


a 


SAFE SEX 


COURTESY OF DESIGNCRAVE.COM 
John Root Hopkins’ “Safe Sex” is one of What Makes Us Smile's stand-out pieces. 


hibit. 

Strung along the walls are 
humorous little index cards 
done up Post-Secret style; heart- 
warming confessions meant to 
make you smile. 

Children peek out from win- 
dows between the postcards, tak- 


‘ing delight in startling visitors 


climbing up the stairs. 
Unsurprisingly, most of the 
faces you pass in the exhibit are 


smiling ones; half the experience 
of Smile is watching fellow visi- 


ever, is the 
three-foot gin- 
gerbread house 
(because who 
would want 
the guests eat- 
ing their art, 
really), but 
even that is 
roped off by 
a long string 
of Lifesavers 
and a friendly- 
looking —_nut- 
cracker with 
a sign ward- 
ing off hungry 
children. 
An_inexpli- 
cably wide ar- 
ray of comedy 
is employed by 
Smile, ranging 


from __ refined 
witticisms like 
“The Stink- 


er” — a smaller model of “The 
Thinker,” except he’s sitting on 
a toilet with his pants around 
his ankles, to the plainly crude, 
like statues of impossibly bux- 
om women spilling out of se- 
quined dresses. 

The potty-humor room fea- 
tures a bench peppered with 
whoopee cushions. 

Another favorite is “Safe- 
Sex,” a drawing by John Root 
Hopkins literally depicting 
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simply moves forward without 
any momentum or reason. 

For example, there are far 
too many scenes of Green and 
McGregor having sex than ever 
needed — even though they 
are both extremely attractive 
people. Another mediocre film 
was Like Crazy, which actually 
won the Grand Jury Dramatic 
prize. 

The movie follows a couple in 
a long-distance relationship, de- 
picting their difficulties, stress 
and passion. But in the end, 
Drake Doremus’s film is repeti- 


When perusing the weekly 
concert listings, one will notice 
that the Monday slots are gener- 
ally pretty empty. Not so for this 
past week, when Ram’s Head 
sold out months in advance for 
mashup artist Girl Talk’s first Bal- 
timore show in nearly two years. 
Girl Talk, the stage name of Pitts- 
burgh native Greg Gillis, has been 
releasing albums since 2002, but 
really broke into the mainstream 
with 2008's Feed the Animals. 

Last Monday’s show was in 
support of his most recent re- 
lease, All Day, and its clean, 
commercial-inspired nature was 
reflected by the wide range in 
style and age of the concert’s at- 
tendees. 

Plaid-vested hipsters, glitter- 
covered high schoolers and bald- 
ing thirty-somethings all waited 
eagerly to witness the man who 
sampled the main riff of Phan- 
tom Planet’s “California” with 
Paul Wall and made it sound en- 
tirely natural. First up, however, 
was Penguin Prison, the solo act 
of New York-born Chris Glover, 
opening for Gillis with his back- 
up band. 

“This is our first time playing 
in Baltimore.” Glover announced, 
and it was evident by the amount 
of skeptical and impatient looks 
worn by the audience. Neverthe- 
less, halfway through the open- 
ing song, “Something I’m Not,” 
the funky bassline and Glover's 
Michael Jackson-esque stutter- 
ing soprano had the floor bounc- 
ing on the balls of their toes. The 
retro keyboard riffs and tight, 
80’s drum fills rounded out the 
group’s old school pop sound. 

Penguin Prison only played for 
half an hour, but they took full 
advantage of the short time slot 
by filling it with catchy hooks and 
hip-shaking grooves. Each time 
bassist Adam Chilenski shook his 
head back and forth, dreads fly- 
ing while jamming to “A Funny 
Thing,” the action was imitated 
across the crowd, whether dreads 


Greg Gillis, ak.a. Girl Talk, upped the energy at Rams Hea or 


Hi 
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new show ts 
a dlast from 
the past 


By TING CHANG 
Arts & Entertainment [dito 

Masterpiece (formerly and 
more affectionately known as 
Masterpiece Theatre) must be ap- 
plauded for its long-lived and 
tenacious hold in the television 
network industry. 

Though the series brings to 
mind fainting Victorian ladies 
and ominously brooding heroes, 
a far cry from the wave of Jersey 
Shore “reality” TV 
that haunt current network time 
spots, the program has somehow 


story lines 


COURTESY OF ALEXANDRA BYER 
The Sundance Film Festival's more experimental film installments are housed in the picturesque “New Frontier” building 


managed to retain its place while 
other, more modern series have 
come and gone. 

Masterpiece has long retained 
the tradition of quality, family- 
friendly television. 
PBS, the drama anthology series 
has played home to such mini- 


tive and gives the audience little 
to care about. 

Other films that I did like in- 
cluded Terri by Azazel Jacobs, 
Submarine by Richard Ayoade, 
Martha Marcy May Marlene by 


Hosted on 


Sean Durkin (check it out to see | series as Upstairs, Downstairs, 
the Olsen twins’s other sister) | Wives & Daughters and Jeeves & 
and the comically bizarre The | Wooster. 


Details by Jacob Aaron Estes. 
These may or may not get a 
wide theatrical release, so keep 
your eyes out for them. 

And for those of you who 
were wondering, no, I did not see 
James Franco. 


What Masterpiece does best is 
describe the complications inher- 
ent in human relationships. 

Though the central romantic 
characters may never make out, 
hook up or engage in explicitly 
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were present or not. 

Closing with his breakout hit, 
“Animal Animal,” Chris Glover 
praised the enthusiasm of Ballti- 
more’s crowd, saying, “We never 
thought we'd be so well received 
here, especially on a Monday!” 
They left the stage to whoops and 
cheers, and a mounting excitement 
for the main act to finally begin. — 

As soon as the lights were 
killed after Girl Talk’s set-up was 
complete, Rams Head exploded 
with sound. The din was only 
drowned out by a mechanical 
voiceover, which at first appeared 
to spout out mere gibberish, then 
progressively sped up to chant 
“Girl Talk,” with which the au- 


invited to dance on stage behind 
Gillis’ equipment. Assistants 
were constantly spraying water 
bottles and blowing giant fans on 
the audience to help them remain 
hydrated and cool through each 
addictive remix. 

The only time Girl Talk’s fans 
even. slightly. stopped. dancing 
was when the “Black and Yel- 
low” sample in “Triple Double,” 
came on, and that was only to an- 
grily chant “black and purple” in 
reference to the Ravens’s recent 
defeat against the Steelers. 

Gillis went through the entire- 
ty of All Day, with.a few minor al- 
terations in certain songs, then af- 
ter a quick break, relaunched into 


dience enthusiastically joined. A an encore. “Let's take it back a few 


Last Week Live 
Girl Talk 


years,” he told the audience, hav- 
ing by now lost both sweatshirt 
and t-shirt, sweat pouring down 
his face as he bopped around 
the stage, beginning the open- 
ing song to Feed The Animals. He 
continued to play mostly samples 
from that album, although a few 
tracks from 2006's “Night Ripper” 
made appearances. 

Throughout the set, balloons 
flew through the crowd, and gi- 
ant colored balls bounced around 
that, when popped, covered the 
crowd in confetti. 

The accessibility of the sam- 
ples heard, from Nelly, to Len’s 
“Steal My Sunshine,” to Journey, 
make it no mystery as to why Gil- 
lis has become a household name 
in dance music for all age groups. 

As the final notes of D] Smurf’s 
“Ride On It” over Van Halen’s 
“Jump” played, a parting explo- 
sion of confetti washed over the 
crowd, and Gillis progressively 
sped up the sound until all that 
was heard was, again, just a con- 

tinuous slew of noise. : 

He left the stage to ear-split- 
ting adulation, and many didn’t ' 
stop dancing until well after the 
entire stage had been cleared of 
equipment. Not bad for a wintry 
Monday night. 


Rams Head Live 


curtain dropped in the back of the 
stage to reveal an enormous LED 
screen, sporadically flashing neon 
“Girl Talk”s and “All Day’s. 

When Gillis finally came on 
stage, all of the fans’ pent-up ex- 
citement was finally let loose; 
many didn’t even wait for the mu- 
sic to come on before breaking out 
dancing and pushing the crowd 
around. 

“How you doing Baltimore?!” 
Gillis screamed out before launch- 
ing into the intro track of All Day, 
beginning with Ludacris’s “Move 
Bitch” sampled over “War Pigs” 
by Black Sabbath. From then on, 
the crowd did not stop pulsing 
until well after Gillis left the stage 
nearly two hours later. 

While the undisputed catchi- 
ness of each mashup would have 
been enough to keep toes tapping, 
Girl Talk went above and beyond 
with props. Halfway through the 
second song, balloons were being 
thrown around the crowd and a 


select group of lucky fans were — Vivi Machi 


ys 


yay) Vv, 


SMILE, From B3 
one safe mounting another. It 
wasn’t the only pun — another 
much weaker piece was a fowl- 
shaped clock entitled “Mother 
Goose Cluck.” 


Pop culture was a common the room singing, “Creepy! where a large and laughing | between a fading 
thread of humor seen th roughout Creeeeeepy!” over and over crowd gathers to watch the smil- | southern belle, 
the exhibit, and nothing was off again. ing faces slide past. Blanche Dubois, 
limits — not Michael Jackson, not Elaborately dressed  skel- Many people shriek when | and a crude work- 


Winnie-the-Pooh, not Abraham 
Lincoln, not even God. 

One hallway had a small TV 
screen playing a segment en- 
titled, “Allah Made Me Funny,” 


while another featured collages while a life-size Bride of Fran- Everything in Smile is bright, | New Orleans 
of peculiar materials like make- kenstein stands in the middle happy, colorful and fun. Quotes | summer during 
up, or ads for du-rags (appropri- of the room, menacing from the from people like Einstein and | that same period. 
ately titled “Ban the Du-rag”). front, and mooning from be- Emerson are plastered across Among the 
Caricatures of various celeb- hind. the walls, talking about life and | many subjects 
rities were also common, most However, there area couple of laughter. Even the bathrooms | brought up in the 
notably a piece depicting the must-see pieces that are worthall are armed with funhouse mir- | play, A Streetcar 


three creators of Smile titled, 
“Unflattering Portraits of Three 
Curators.” 

Strangely touching displays 
also smattered the exhibit. The 
“Smile Theater” can be found 
around a corner, where visitors 
sit and watch a loop of grainy, 
black-and-white footage of peo- 
ple tossing coins into a wishing 
fountain. 

There was a section of the 
exhibit dedicated to portraits 
of animals, accompanied by 
an essay discussing how many 
animals other than humans — 
gorillas, dogs, chimps, even rats 
—can laugh and play jokes. 

A photo collage of real-life 
Patch Adams volunteers tugged 
at many a heartstring. 

The morbid humor portion of 
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COURTESY OF WWW.DESIGNCRAVE.COM 
Artwork such as Patty Kuzbida’s “What, Me Worry?” bed abounds at the American Visionary Arts Museum's new exhibit. 


AVAM exhibit asks Why Do We Smile? 


Way. 

Those who are afraid of 
clowns should brace themselves; 
first impressions of the room can 
be cleanly summed up by a vis- 
iting girl who skipped around 


etons stand next to open cas- 
kets, which hold disporportion- 
ate dummies with wide Mona 
Lisa eyes. Puppets hang - and 
I mean, hang — inside glass jars, 


the nightmares you may have. 

One of the most intricate 
pieces in the whole museum 
can be found here: a gothic 
amusement park comprised of 
a roller coaster, a Ferris wheel 
and a merry-go-round, all: of 
burnished bronze, tarnished 
metal and elaborate harlequin 
motifs. 

It’s very Tim Burton-esque, 
and it is absolutely breathtaking 
with its attention to detail that 
rivals most Victorian dollhouses, 
despite the slightly unsettling 
elements (the villainous demons 
and disembodied heads). This is 
definitely a piece that inspires 
the imagination. 

And on the third floor of the 
museum, the art exhibit saves 
its best piece for last. 


en with their friends and fami- 
ly. They are encouraged to make 
a funny face. 

The black and white photos 
are then shown on a large digi- 
tal screen by the main staircase, 


their picture comes up on the 
public screen, 
their goofy expression. But they 
are smiling as they shake their 
heads, even laughing a little. 


rors. 
Though your mileage may 
vary on some of these art pieces 
and you may question whether 
what you're looking at is even art, 
there is something for everyone. 


You will definitely find your- | 


self smiling, maybe even crack- 


ing up. 
And though some of the work 


may be crude or creepy or down- | 


right insulting, the whole point of 
comedy is to laugh. 

Forget that you're a refined, 
well-educated university  stu- 
dent, and just laugh at the pic- 
ture of a funny-looking man on 
a toilet. 


It’s a lesson easily forgotten | 


sometimes, especially in such an 
intense place like Hopkins, and 
it is especially wonderful that 


groaning over | 
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Spotlight on Williams’ A Streetcar Named Desire 


Local theater troupe puts on emotional performance of iconic play 


By ALEXA KWIATKOSKI 
Staff Writer 


If you’re walking along St. 
Paul Street and you happen to 
hear a brutish cry of “Stella!” re- 
verberating throughout the city, 
don’t be alarmed — it’s just Mi- 
chael Leicht as Stanley Kowal- 
ski in the Aubrey Herman Spot- 
lighters Theatre production of A 
Streetcar Named Desire. 

Of course, that iconic yell con- 
tains a lot of power. 

Sixty years ago, the Elia Ka- 
zan-directed Hollywood version 
of A Streetcar Named Desire made 
then-unknown Marlon Brando 
a star and catapulted Tennessee 
Williams’s play into the lime- 
light. 

In more modern times, it ani- 
mates the Spotlighters’s intimate 
theater with an 
explosive  rendi- 
tion of the play, 
though no Mar- 
lon Brandos have 
emerged yet. 

A Streetcar 
Named Desire is a 
classic story of the 
power struggle 
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ing class man, 
Stanley Kowalski. 

Written by Wil- 
liams in 1947, it 
is set in a steamy 


with the decline 
of the Old South, 
domestic abuse, 
mental illness, 
and the consequences of homo- 
sexuality in the mid-twentieth 
century. 

It is a heartbreaking piece 
about the conflicts between illu- 
sion and reality, and the darker 
aspects of sexual love. 

Though it was written seventy 


years prior, the issues discussed 


still plague the country today, 
raising the question of how much 
this society has progressed since 
then. 

Mysteriously displaced from 
her family’s plantation and dis- 
missed from her job as a school 
teacher, Blanche Dubois leaves 


named desire” to Stella’s resi- 
dence in New Orleans’s Elysian 
Fields. 

Stella, raised like Blanche in 
opulent Belle Reve, now lives in 
relative squalor with her Polish 
husband, Stanley Kowalski. 

The main conflict emerges 
between the mentally unstable 
Blanche, and Stanley, her tormen- 
tor, who is unlike any man she 
has ever met. 

Blanche, beautiful but aging, 
is painfully conscious of her fad- 
ing charms. 

Throughout the play, Stanley’s 
brutal physicality and crude hab- 
its slowly break her down. 

Due to the structural layout 
of the Spotlighters Theatre (four 
sides of seats, each section with 
three rows, surrounding a slight- 
ly elevated stage), the characters 


— traits written into the na- 
ture of her character that often 
threaten to undermine the per- 
formance. 

In the first half of the play at 
least, she portrays a stronger and 
more held-together Blanche Du- 
bois than one might expect. 

Kate Volpe’s Stella is particu- 
larly interesting to one familiar 
with adaptations of A Streetcar 
Named Desire. 

Stella’s behavior is more sub- 
tle than Blanche’s or Stanley’s, 
but there is something haunting 
and endearing about a woman 
who earnestly proclaims, <4) 
wish you'd stop taking it for 
granted that I’m in something 
I want to get out of!” especially 
considering when she is in a 
situation that — at least at first 
appears to be some- 


glance 


COURTESY OF WWW.SPOTLIGHTERS.ORG 


and their intense personalities 
overwhelm the audience with 
their proximity. 

Micheal Leicht prowls the 
stage as Stanley, the animalis- 
tic predator, and Nancy Murray 
flits about as Blanche, trying her 
various seductive advances and 
retreats on him. 

Both of these actors give new 
life and power to these evocative 
and complex staples of American 
theater. 

Leicht’s Stanley is appropri- 
ately terrifying and captivating, 
and provokes both disgust and 
fascination. 


Stanley (Michael Leicht) and Stella Kowalski (Kate Volpe) deal with some serious marital issues. 


thing which anyone would _ = 


want to get out of. 

Although Stella’s story mostly 
surrounds Blanche’s emotional 
and intellectual decline as a sub- 
plot, in this production it is end- 
lessly fascinating to watch her 
both fight with and cling to her 
barbaric husband. Kate Volpe 
does an especially good job with 
this difficult task. 

While Stella could wind up 
seeming like a pathetic pushover 
or a deluded simpleton, Volpe 
manages to make her strange 
character charming; the audi- 
ence sympathizes with her. 


such an exciting and enjoyable re- 
minder resides only a ten-minute 
drive from campus. 


home and seeks sanctuary with 
her sister, Stella. 
She arrives in by a “streetcar 


Off to one side is a photo 
booth where visitors young and 
old can have their pictures tak- 


the exhibit - something akin to 
The Simpsons’s “Treehouse of Hor- 
ror” series — was across the hall- 


Murray manages to pre- 
vent Blanche from becoming 
too abrasive or melodramatic 


This production instills a feel- 
ing of inevitability — although 
Stella’s relationship with Stan- 
ley is horribly destructive, there 
is also something electrifying 
about it. 

In addition to the performance 
quality, the scenery in the Spot- 
| lighters Theatre is elaborate and 
lovely. 

According to the Executive 
Director James Roark, Tennessee 
Williams specifies the physical 
details of his play. 

However difficult this may 
make the set design, the Spot- 
lighters rise to the occasion. 
Intricate details cover the 
stage and lights subtly change 
color with the mood of the 
scene. 

The excellent use of a strategi- 
cally placed mirror makes up for 
the times when characters face 
away from a particular section of 
the audience. 

The limitations of the small 
theater do lend themselves to 
some visual problems, however. 

For instance, it is impossible 
for some viewers to see the action 
that is happening in Stanley and 
Stella’s bedroom, as it is placed in 
a little alcove off the side of the 
main part of the stage. 


Highly discussed and anticipated Castle kiss sates voracious viewers 


By FLORENCE LAU 
Staff Writer 


so much devotion to 
Beckett that the audi- 
ence can’t help but be- 
lieve what Castle had 
declared before — that 
he is there for Beckett 
and he isn’t planning 
on going anywhere. 

Of course, Huertas 
and Denver played no 
small part in this epi- 
sode. 

The chemistry be- 
tween them contributes 
to the audience’s belief 
that they are truly best 
friends and_ brothers 
through thick and thin 
(even while tortured by 
ice water). 

That they were un- 
willing to talk despite 
torture proves their in- 
credible “loyalty to the 
team. 


the second one. 

This changes everything. The 
audience can see the difference 
almost immediately. 

The final scene, where Beck- 
ett helps Castle bandage his 
hand, is simple, but the look 
and the actions that pass be- 
tween them in even that short 
amount of time shows that they 
are partners for better or worse. 

This episode showcases the 
entire cast in one of the most emo- 
tionally charged episodes ever. 

While the entire cast deliv- 
ers a superb performance, Katic 
really hits a home run with her 
portrayal as Beckett at her most 
vulnerable. 

Her expression as one of the 
suspects taunts her about her 
mother’s murder breaks the 
heart, and when she loses con- 
trol and slams him against the 
mirror hard enough to crack it, 


Ever since Detective Kate 
Beckett pulled Rick Castle in on 
the first episode of ABC’s Castle, 
fans have recognized the chem- 
istry between them. 

Now after two and a half sea- 
sons of bad timing, various exes, 
and fights, Castle (Nathan Fil- 
lion) and Beckett (Stana Katic) fi- 
nally get down to the kiss every- 
one’s been waiting for. 

In last week’s episode, “Knock- 
down,” Beckett is moments away 
from getting information about 
her mother’s unsolved murder 
when someone shoots the infor- 
mant in front of her. 

From there, she uncovers 
a conspiracy from within the 
NYPD, one that her mother’s legal 
practice threatened. 

When a hired sniper cap- 


COURTESY OF STARPULSE.COM 
Nate Fillion and Stana Katic search for the truth as Rick Castle and Kate Beckett in ABC's Castle. 


tures detectives Javier Esposito 
(Jon Huertas) and Kevin Ryan 
(Seamus Denver) for informa- 
tion about the case, Beckett and 
Castle must come up with a 
plan to get past the guy guard- 
ing the door. 

Of course, in true Castle fash- 
ion, Rick Castle comes through 
with one of his brilliantly insane 
plans to act like a drunk couple. 

_ The guy isn’t convinced though, 
so they top it off with a kiss. 

And what a kiss it was. While 
meant to distract the bad guy, 
it was nevertheless intense and 
passionate. 

Although Castle first initiat- 
ed the kiss, if definitely looked 
like Beckett grabbed Castle for 


*~ “ 
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the audience feels for her. 

Her captain is not very hap- 
py about this; he kicks her off 
the case that means so much to 
her, and she is clearly torn be- 
tween devastation and outrage. 

Fillion comes through with an 
emotional portrayal of Rick Cas- 
tle; he finally tells Beckett that he’s 
her partner no matter what, not 
just her sidekick or her shadow. 

And he proves this, too; he 


’ refuses to leave her when she 


orders him to go home, sneaks 
into the precinct to take some 


files that Beckett needed, and 


when they finally catch the 

sniper, he jumps on him and 

beats him to a bloody pulp. 
There is so much passion and 


Only the best actors 
who can show those nuances 
could get such a scene right. 

Even Martha, Castle’s moth- 
er (Susan Sullivan), exhibits an 
emotional side, though before 
she was presented as a fun, al- 
beit unorthodox parent. 

In “Knockdown,” she ques- 
tions Castle about his involve- 
ment in Beckett’s life and job, 
getting him to admit some 
truths to himself, but not be- 
fore Sullivan sheds a few tears, 
showing the audience how ‘de- 
voted she is to her son. 

There seems to be a general 
fear among show writers and 
producers that the two main 
characters getting together will 


cause something that’s known as 
the “Moonlighting Curse”: once 
the two main characters get to- 
gether, fans will lose interest and 
the show will effectively be over. 

Despite the kiss, Castle has a 
long ways to go before it can even 
get close to the so-called “Moon- 
lighting Curse.” 

Although they've kissed and 
seem to have been getting pro- 
gressively closer, Beckett and 
Castle have other obstacles in 


the way of a happily ever after: 


in the works for them. 

Beckett still has a boyfriend, 
and while Castle seems ready to 
take that next step with her, she 
isn’t quite so eager. 

And even if they do get to- 


gether, who says that the show 
has to end there? They would 
have to learn to balance work 
with a relationship (and quite 
possibly put up with good-na- 
tured ribbing from Ryan and 
Esposito), and there would be a 
whole other plotline right there. 

Clearly, ABC does not believe 
that ratings will decrease. Castle 
was renewed for a fourth season 
on Jan. 10, 2011. Fans have’anoth- 
er season of murder, blood and 
witty banter to look forward to. 
Now that the kiss has happened, 
there’s a world of possibilities for 
Castle and Beckett. 

The next episode of Castle airs 


this Monday night, Feb. 7 at 10 
p-m. on ABC. 


However, most of the play re- 


mains visible, so this limitation 
does not detract too much from 
the overall performance. 


Tennessee Williams’s ground- 


breaking play is given an inti- 


mate, moving treatment in this 
production. 

It is worth a trip to the Spot- 
lighters Theatre if only to see 
Stanley Kowalski stand despon- 
dently beneath a neighbor's 
apartment and bellow, “Stella! 
Stellaaaa!” 

The Spotlighters cast of A 
Streetcar Named Desire brings this 
story to life with sympathy and 
excitement while capturing the 
essence of this classic American 
play. 
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PBS show Masterpiece makes old-school magic with Downton Abbey 


Four-part series takes the period piece to new heights while exploring complicated relationships in an early 20th-century British family. 


MASTERPIECE, FROM B3 
scandalous behavior (a la Persua- 
sion), Masterpiece does carve out 
the nuances of human interac- 
tions, albeit in lace petticoats and 
dance halls. 

The latest addition to the 
tamily, Downton Abbey, pre- 
miered on Jan. 9th in honor of 
the show's 40th anniv ersary. 

Downton Abbey follows the 
lives of the Craw ley family and 
their servants as they navigate 
the political and social unrest 
por to World War I. Julian Fel- 
lowes, who won an Oscar tor 
his screenplay Gosford Park, cre- 
ated and wrote the scree nplay for 
Downton Abbey. 

The series begins with the 
arrival of a telegraph, the con- 
tents of which inform the titled 
family that the heir to their 
large and lavish home, fitting- 
ly called Downton Abbey, has 
died whilst aboard the H.M-S. 
Titanic. 

The succession, once so as- 
sured, has now been compro- 
mised, and the next living male 
relative is one that the family has 
never met. 

The news throws the family 
and their opinionated servants 
into a flurry, as the women in 
the household, the grandmother 
Violet, the American wife Cora, 
and the eldest daughter Mary, all 
scheme to keep the Abbey and 
its fortune from the self-made 
and unknown cousin, Matthew 
Crawley, portrayed by Dan Sie- 
vens. 

The series brilliantly captures 
the intricacies of twentieth cen- 
tury social negotiation in Britain. 


Snooki and Jersey Shore crew spice up Seaside in season three 


By REBECCA FISHBEIN 
Arts & Entertaiment Editor 


Guys, det's be real here. Sure, 
Verizon finally getting the 
iPhone after, oh, a bazillion years 
is pretty exciting, but the real gift 
brought to you by 2011 is MTV's 
brand spankin’ new season of -.. 
dun dun dun ... JERSEY SHORE! 

That's right, ladies and gents, a 
mere few months after our favor- 
ite self-proclaimed “guidos and 
guidettes” vacated Miami, leav- 
ing a slew of destruction in their 


Earl Robert Crawley, played by 
Masterpiece veteran Hugh Bonn- 
eville, must maintain tenuous 
control over his unruly family as 
well as his household servants 

With the arrival of cousin 
Matthew, the challenges of run- 
ning the Abbey increase. 

His engaging, beautiful, but 
catty eldest daughter, Mary 
Crawley (Michelle Dockery) 
would have inherited the Ab- 
bey in an ideal world, and so it 
falls to the Earl to curb her furi- 
ous temper when she learns that 
she must now depend on a total 
stranger 

Rather predictably, Mary be- 
gins to fall in love with Matthew 
Crawley, though Mary struggles 
to maintain her independence 
from him. 


The young heiress, who is 
rather an accomplished flirt, 


scorns the fiercely self-sufficient, 
but well-meaning usurper at 
first, but finds herself drawn to 
the easy nature of their interac 
tions together. 

Ultimately, she fails to change 
the laws of succession, and ruins 
her relationship with Matthew in 
the process. 

Mary’s mother and grand- 
mother, played by Elizabeth Mc- 
Govern and Maggie Smith (better 
known as Professor McGonagall 
from Harry Potter) respectively, 
attempt to guard the family for- 
tune and ancestral home. 

Though their relationship is 
strained at the beginning of the 
series, the two eventually devel- 
op a far more genial one in which 
they are united against a com- 
mon enemy — the outsider. 


ing drama in Miami. Who was 
Vinnie going to call the “Staten 
Island ferry”, and then “smush” 
in a drunken disas- 
ter, breaking poor 
Snooki’s heart? 
Who was going 
to play both sides 
of the Sammi/ 
JWoww drama? 
Really, how could 
Angelina ever be 


replaced? 
Luckily, Deena 
took her clothes 


Other meticulously developed 
relationships abound as well, 
and not just among the wealthy. 
The servants, too, have their own 
story arcs 

Jim Carter plays the fastidi- 


ously correct Mr. Carson, the 
Earl's right hand man. Mr. Bates 
(Brendan Coyle) aids Robert 


Crawley in the more day-to-day 
tasks, though he faces much ani- 
mosity from the staff at first, due 
to an old war injury that prevents 
him from completing all of his 
assigned tasks. 

The running of the household 
is far from smooth, as the series 
examines closely the hierarchy 
even among domestics. 

Thomas, the young and am- 
bitious footman, epitomizes 
this desire for upward mobility. 
Rob James-Collier shines in this 
role, imbuing his character with 
a coldness and a cruelty that is 
strangely compelling to see. 

Thomas lacks human sym- 
pathy, but instead possesses an 
unchecked drive that manifests 
itself in schemes with his cohort, 
Mrs. O’Brien (played by Siobhan 
Finnegan). 

Overturning popular miscon- 
ceptions about the stodginess 
of Masterpiece, Downton Abbey 
brims with scandal and surpris- 
ing twists and turns. 

Audiences learn that devilish- 
ly good-looking Thomas is gay in 
the first episode. 

Indeed, the entire kitchen staff 
knows of his proclivities, though 
in keeping with early twentieth 
century sensibilities, his col- 
leagues merely mention that he is 
a “troubled” man. 


managed to snag the other three- 
person bedroom. Deena showed 
off her vibrators. It was a special 
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Matriarch Violet (Maggie Smith) is unmoved as cousin Matthew Crawley (Dan Stevens, not pictured) introduces himself. 


tionship with her middle sister 
Edith (Laura Carmichael). 

These complex interactions, 
especially among the women, do 
much to showcase the deft touch 
director Julian uses to illustrate 
this period of time. 

The tension between mother 
and motherin-law, the sisterly 
rivalry between Mary and her sis- 
ters, and the negotiations between 
the family all resonate today. 

Furthermore, the distinc 


Mary, too, rejects the strict 
rules of British society and takes 
a Turkish lover, a wealthy son of 
an ambassador by the name of 
Kemal Pamouk. Though her lust 
for him is certainly understand- 
able (the actor Theo James is un- 
believably pretty and certainly 
exotic amongst the otherwise 
pasty aristocrats), her nascent 
sexuality causes a stir amongst 
the stodgy London socialites and 
leads to the deteriorating rela- 


tions between the classes, while 
perhaps not as dramatic as they 
were 100 years ago, make for an 
interesting comparison to today’s 
society. 

Despite the historical trap- 
pings, Fellowes offers the view- 
ers a mirror into which the mod- 
ern audience may re-examine 
their own lives. 

Season 2 of Downton Abbey 
starts filming in March 2011, and 
will air in Britain fall of 2011. 


had to abandon plans for one of 
their own. 

This led to one of the best 
moments in jer- | 
sey Shore history: | | | 
watching the Situ- fe 
ation’s face when | 
he realized he | 
had to live: with 


Ron and Sammi | LABEL 

for the rest of the | 

ear | Downtown — 
The Situation | RELEASED 


has sure gotten 


his share of the | 


January 25. 2011 


es bes 
Ree. 4 


wake (no, seriously, Sammi isn’t off in front of the Ron and Sam | 
even allowed back in the state of Situation after, crazy. Ronnie | 
Florida anymore, or something), like, two hours and Sam fight in | __ There was.a time the Cold War 
they have returned to Thursday at ‘Seaside, and almost every epi- | Kids thrived as the soul-punk 
nights once more. proposed a three- sode (when they | connoisseurs of the New Mille 
This time, they’re back at their some involving arent fighting, | nium. 
original house in good ol’ Sea- her, the Situation, they lie on their | a ee 
side Heights, flooding old haunts and Snooki after a respective beds | They be ei 
like the boardwalk, the novelty couple of episodes. and stare at the Tae ruckus. as 
T-shirt shop where they “work”/ All was well. ceiling). | They even dealt 
In last week’s | Death Cab for 


The other ma- 
jor change in the 
shore house in- 
volved rooming 


suffer hangovers, and, of course, 
the fist-pumping haven that is 
nighiclub Karma. 

Though the gang’s finally 


episode, the Situ- | Cutie a fatal — 
ation came back 


to his room to 


returned to where the magic situations. find that Ron had 

started, a few key things have Inexplicably, the dumped all of | 

changed. world’s most awful drunk Sammi's | 
First and foremost, firecracker lovebirds, Sammi stuff on the floor 


after she yelled 
at him for cheat- 
ing on her in Mi- 
ami. 

Ronnie and 
Sammi aren't the only lovebirds 
locked in an endless battle, how- 
ever. Snooki, who has lusted af 
ter Vinnie since their trysts in 
season two, has tried ae 


and Ronnie, decid- 
ed to shake things 
up by taking one 
of the rooms with 
three beds. 

Needless to say, absolutely 
no one wanted to share quarters 
with that horror show. 


Angelina has not returned, de- 
spite having wreaked the most 
fantastic havoc possible in season 
‘0. Instead, Snooki’s BFF Deena 
has infiltrated the shore house. 
At first, there were concerns 
that this change would be trau- 
matic. Angelina was responsible 
for a large chunk of the interest- 


COURTESY OF WWWMTV.COM 
The cast heads back to where it all began for Jersey Shore's newest season. 


moment for all. 
Unfortunately, with all the 
three-person bedrooms taken, 


Snooki, JWoww and Deena Vinnie and Pauly D reluctantly 
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Blue Jay Brigade 


Welcome back students. Can you believe 
another year passed by so fast? 
Well let me recount the events of the 
past year in the tune of Can-Can... 


*Offenbach's Orpheus in the Underworld 


Okay, this is a brand new 
semester, a brand new start 
This time I will work hard 

and not screw around 
Prepare yourself Hopkins! 


Conan-Leno Late Night War, Haiti earthquakes causes gore 
Chilean miners underground, government spending all around 
The Dems pass a giant Healthcare bill. then the BP oil spill, 
Winter Olympics & World Cup, Christine O'Donnell just shut up 
California's Prop 19, Chinese government sure was mean 

TV shows like Jersey Shore, conflict with the Iraqi war 


There was the Iceland Volcano and Greek bailout 
Wiki Leak scandals coming out 
Tea Parties, a Russian spy 
2010 was crazy I wonder why? 
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CARTOONS, ETC. 


Toy Story 3 and Inception, the GOP wins House election, 
Arizona immigration, then Glenn Beck addressed the nation 
Stewart—Colbert rally on, Rahm Emanuel then was gone, 
North Korea lost its mind, Rewrite demo about time. 


Blackest Night & Brightest Day. Marvel's Siege & Heroic Age. 


200 South Park episodes yay! 
Then radicals threaten Matt and Trey. 


Scott Pilgrim's final volume released, 
Umineko made fans freak. 
Justin Bieber, oh dear Heaven 
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Homewood you forgot 
The Disappearance of Haruhi Suzumiya movie. 


Out with ‘10 and in with 2011. 
Wait there's more... 


Jess, why is it like this 
every semester? 


Y You went toa military high 
school right? How does ROTC 
compare to that? 


Well i 


just g 


er when L promise 
d up getting 


Bi 
ut of it? DO you think : 
depression? 


This ROTC 
»\_ isa joke. 


if you are being serious or sarcastic. 


uch thing 
plus there ww depressicr 


og post XmO# 


df. fi f 
- f f, A f 
¢ P t¢ i} j f ff SF , 


i 
o 


J 
f 


‘A r cs 
IWNICSC f 


Rally to Restore Haruhi 


AND WE WANT YOU 
TO DRAW FOR us! 


God, I hate all this studying. 


f you really feel that way switch 


to a less stressful major. You know it's 


onna be tougher in Med School. 


What are you talking about I love 


ology and all this Pre-Med stuff! 


T hate how you get optimistic all of a 
sudden when I remind you about your 
dream of being a rich doctor. 


RAIL, SOSHTH. Hh 
BIS. HBA. BRST 
B. SRISMHEN BRL 


Join us now 


will go on one of or else Glenn Beck 


his crazy rants, 


Please... 


Email us at jhucartoons@yahoo.com 
or cartoons@jhunewsletter.com 


| 
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eminiraptor suarezarum, found in Utah, was named after Marina and Celina Suarez. 


Newly discovered dinosaur 
named for Hopkins postdoc 


By MALI WIEDERKEHR 
Staff Writer 


A new dinosaur species was 
recently named for Hopkins 
postdoctoral student Marina Su- 
arez and her twin sister Celina 
Suarez. Its name, Geminiraptor 
suarezarum, or “Twin Predatory 
Thief of the Suarezes,” honors 
the 29-year-old twins whose ge- 
ology work led to the discovery 
of a rich bone site near Green 
River, Utah. 

“My research was on under- 
standing the depositional envi- 
ronment and stratigraphy (rock 
sequences) of that locality, which 
also involved me looking at ar- 
eas lateral to the site. I found the 
site because we saw a gully with 
steep sides which is ideal for 
looking at stratigraphy,” Marina 
Suarez wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

When the sisters went to in- 
vestigate the site, they found 
bones jutting out the side of a 
cliffs “There isa lot of material 
there but not all of it is diagnos- 
tic,” Suarez wrote. Skull parts are 
diagnostic, and the animal was 
designated as a new species by a 
partial maxilla that was found at 
the site. 

The new species is believed 
to have lived in Utah 125 mil- 
lion years ago, making it one of 
the oldest dinosaur species ever 
identified. James Kirkland, a pa- 
leontologist with the Utah Geo- 
logical Survey who worked with 
the Suarezes was quoted in a 
Hopkins press release as saying 
that “the recently discovered ge- 

nus is one that is entirely new to 
science.” 

Research on Geminiraptor su- 
arezarum indicates that this car- 
nivorous dinosaur stood at six 
to seven feet tall and had large 
eyes and dexterous claws. It also 
had a very large upper jawbone, 
which may have helped it vocal- 
ize. Based on the ratio between 
its cranial capacity and body, it 


was more intelligent than other 
dinosaurs. 
The site where the bones were 
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IVs may prove deadly for some trauma patients 


By BARBARA HA 
Staff Writer 


Studies now show that trauma 
patients who receive IV fluids be- 
fore they reach the hospital are 
more likely to die than those who 
have not. 

Paramedics and health care 
professionals administer intrave- 
nous (IV) fluids to patients who 
suffer from particularly trau- 
matic injuries that involve large 
amounts of blood loss, such as 
motor vehicle accidents, gun- 
shot wounds and other forms of 
trauma. 

Data justifying this practice 


have been limited since the ad- 


vent of paramedic emergency 
medical services. 
A group of scientists led by 


| Elliott R. Haut in the Division of 


Acute Care Surgery at Hopkins’s 


| School of Medicine recently dis- 


covered that the harm associated 
with prehospital IV fluid admin- 
istration is more significant than 


| previously thought for trauma 


found, called Crystal Geyser Di- | 


nosaur Quarry area, is now re- 
ferred to as the “Suarez Sisters’ 
Quarry.” It hosts Utah’s second 
largest collection of preserved 
dinosaur bones. 

“There are many more bones 
to prepare and describe, and 
more to excavate. So this is prob- 
ably not the only new species 


the site. 
Utah contains a large quantity 
of dinosaur remains. Geminirap- 


for suarezarum is the eighth new | 
dinosaur species identified there | 


this very year. 

“{Geminiraptor suarezarum| 
comes from the Early Cretaceous, 
which is an interesting time in 
the climate history of the Earth 
because it was much warmer 


during this time and many con- | 


sider the Cretaceous a green- 
house world,” Suarez wrote. 

The bone deposits” indicate 
that several different species of 
dinosaurs from this time period 
had gathered at the site, which 
was near a water source. 

Although Suarez does not 
plan to continue studying the 
species, she intends to return to 
Utah in the near future in order 
to continue studying the paleo- 
climate and paleoenvironment 
represented by the rocks where 
Geminiraptor suarezarum was 
found. Studying rocks contain- 
ing dinosaur remains can reveal 
crucial information about the 
physical conditions and habitat 
in which dinosaurs lived. 

Researchers Phil Senter, Jim 
Kirkland, John Bird and _ Jeff 
Bartlett are currently studying 
Geminiraptor suarezarum in the 
hopes of unraveling new infor- 
mation about the species. Some 
of the bones that the sisters found 
are now exhibited at the College 
of Eastern Utah Prehistoric Mu- 
seum. 


victims. 

After analyzing data from over 
700,000 patients from the Na- 
tional Trauma Data Bank based 
on the patient’s demographics, 
mechanism of injury, physiologic 
and anatomic injury severity and 
prehospital procedures includ- 
ing IV fluid administration and 
full spinal immobilization, they 


| discovered that almost half of the 
there,” Suarez wrote regarding | 


patients received prehospital IV. 

Out of: these patients, the 
data showed that 4 out of 10 
died. These results were espe- 
cially severe in patients with 
penetrating mechanism, low 
blood pressure, severe head in- 
jury and patients undergoing 
immediate surgery. 

The purpose of IV fluids is 
to stabilize trauma patients by 
replacing fluid volume that has 
been lost through severe bleed- 
ing and maintaining blood flow 
to the vital organs in the body. 
However, studies, including this 
one, show that IV fluid adminis- 
tration can cause delays of trans- 
port to definitive care at hospitals 
to the point that, in some cases, 
the time to place an IV exceeds 
that of the actual transport itself. 

Paramedics refer to these 
practices as the “scoop and run” 
approach, which favors minimal 
prehospital procedures in favor 
of rapid transport to definitive 


care, and the “stay and play” | 


model of prehospital trauma 


care. Increasingly, many trauma | 


providers are coming to favor the 

former over the latter. 
Furthermore, another theory 

that seeks to explain why IVs can 


be more harmful than helpful is | 


based upon the idea of “popping 
the clot.” This theory suggests 
that patients, who have stopped 
bleeding temporarily from natu- 
ral physiological responses to in- 
jury, can begin to bleed againif IV 
fluids are forced into their veins 
without their bleeding source be- 


ing surgically controlled. 

Some trauma centers have be- 
gun to suggest restrictions on IV 
fluid administration to protect 
trauma patients from prevent- 
able death. 

The Eastern Association for 
the Surgery of Trauma practice 
management guidelines com- 
mittee has recently published 
new evidence-based guidelines 
regarding the use of prehospital 
IV fluids in trauma patients sug- 
gesting that IV catheters need 
not be placed. They also argue 
that IV fluids should be withheld 
from patients with penetrating 
torso trauma and in all trauma 
patients until active bleeding is 
addressed. 

Also, current military teach- 
ing recommends fluid admin- 


COURTESY OF WWW.COLLETONFIRE.COM 
A new study concludes that requiring paramedics to administer prehospital IV fluids wastes precious time for trauma patients. 


istration based on physiologic 
signs rather than using IV fluids 
for all patients. Advanced Trau- 
ma Life Support still currently 
recommends IV _ fluid admin- 
istration for many patients but 
only when given to “maintain 
life until definitive care is pos- 
sible” and suggesting that “a less 
than normal blood pressure is ac- 
ceptable” in particularly severe 
situations. 

As a compromise between 
time and supposed benefit, some 
authors suggest that prehospi- 
tal providers should start IVs 
en route rather than in the field. 
The success rates for initiating IV 
therapy en route to the hospital 
are high — 92 percent for trauma 
patients. Otherwise, the routine 
use of IV placement and fluid 


administration for all trauma pa- 
tients should be discouraged. 
“Most people know about 
the Golden Hour, the time af- 
ter an injury when there is the 
highest likelihood for surviv- 
al if patients receive prompt 
medical treatment,” Haut, the 
study’s lead author and an as- 
sociate professor of surgery, 
anesthesiology and critical care 
medicine at Hopkins, said in an 
interview with www.futurity. 
org. “But for some people it may 
be the Golden 20 Minutes, and, 
in others, 10 minutes can make 
the difference between life and 
death. Many things can be fixed 
if you get patients to the hos- 
pital in time, but it’s hard to 
change people’s practices when 
the change means doing less.” 


By MO-YU ZHOU 
Staff Writer 


A new study by researchers 
at the University of Amsterdam 
have found that oxytocin, which 
is usually known for its role in 
causing feelings of love or affec- 
tion, also has links with human 
ethnocentrism. While oxytocin 
fuels favoritism within a group, 
it is also associated with deroga- 
tion between groups. 

Ethnocentrism, the view that 
one’s own group is important 
and superior to others, often re- 
sults in prejudice, xenophobia 
and even violence. However, it 
can also serve to bind members 
within a group, given that they 
have common ground as a basis 
for cooperation and coordina- 
tion. For a group to prosper, its 
members, who are vulnerable to 
exploitation, need to know who 


Tiny red dwari stars can still unleash powertul stellar flares 


By IAN YU 
Staff Writer 


Red dwarf stars, despite their 
small size and relatively lesser 
power, can unleash enormous 
amounts of energy that approach 
the equivalent of 100 million 
atomic bombs, according to a 
news release from the Space Tele- 
scope Science Institute (STScl). 

Astronomers from the Uni- 

versity of Washington and STScI 
have made new observations on 
the activity of red dwarfs. Us- 
ing data collected by the Hubble 
Telescope in 2006 for the Sagittar- 
ius Window Eclipsing Extrasolar 
Planet Search (SWEEPS), the col- 
laboration found a number of 
important characteristics regard- 
ing the volatility of red dwarfs in 
comparison to their younger and 
brighter counterparts, such as 
our own sun. 

SWEEPS data was originally 
collected for an extra-solar planet 
survey, yet yielded information 
useful for studying flares from 
red dwarf planets, a project differ- 
ing from previous studies that fo- 
cused on younger, brighter stars. 

Collected over a period of seven 
days, the SWEEPS data provided 
the astronomers with informa- 
tion about the light emanating 


from 215,000 red dwarfs. Slight 
increases in the brightness of the 


_-stars observed indicated flares, 


with around 100 counted by the 
astronomers. 
Stellar flares occur when inter- 


-actions in a star’s magnetic field 


cause bursts of plasma to eject 
from the surface of a star to a sig- 
nificant distance around it. Signifi- 
cant amounts of radiation can em- 


-anate from the bursts, including 


X-rays, gamma rays and charged 
particles known as solar wind. 


COURTESY OF WWWNASA.GOV 
Red dwarf stars release energy in stellar flares, similar to solar flares from our sun. 


Flares can have a significant 
impact on the solar weather for 
planets that orbit a particular star, 
strongly changing conditions for 
the duration of the burst. Solar 
flares, which are specific to our 
sun, can disrupt certain radio com- 
munications, affect satellite move- 
ments and endanger astronauts in 
the middle of space walks. 

Red dwarfs flare about 15 
times less often than younger 
stars, with a flare resulting in a 
ten percent increase in bright- 


ness; this increase is proportion- 
ally much greater than flares 
from the sun. 

Certain stars that oscillated in 
their brightness, termed variable 
stars, tended to flare much more 
often by about a thousand-fold 
than other red dwarfs. Magnetic 
fields of stars, the major driving 
force of flares, are much stronger 
in red dwarfs than in younger 
stars. 

Convection zones, where hot 
gas bubbles make their way from 
the insides of a star to the surface, 
are much deeper in red dwarfs 
proportionally than other stars, 
producing starspots that can 
cover up to half of the star and 
lead to flaring. For comparison, 
sunspots cover only less than one 
percent of the sun’s surface. 

Stellar flares from red dwarfs, 
with their great intensity, can 
have a much more significant 
impact on orbiting planets than 
solar flares do on ours. 

Energy from a stellar flare can 


they can trust or mistrust. 

A team of researchers in the 
Department of Psychology at the 
University of Amsterdam, led 
by Carsten K. W. De Dreu, con- 
jectured that ethnocentrism may 
have links with oxytocin, which 
is known to promote cooperation 
within groups. Oxytocin is a pep- 
tide produced in the hypothala- 
mus of the brain and subsequent- . 
ly released into the bloodstream 
and brain. As both a hormone 
and neurotransmitter, it interacts 
with reward-processing circuits 
and thereby promotes trust and 
cooperation. 

The researchers had males 
self-administer oxytocin or a pla- 
cebo and then perform comput- 
er-guided tasks that measured 
manifestation of ethnocentrism, 
both in relation to in-group fa- 
voritism and out-group deroga- 
tion. 

A variety of tests were used. 
Some groups were given the Im- 
plicit Association Test (IAT), a 
technique that assesses implicit 
evaluation by asking participants 
to categorize positive words and 
in-group names, as well as nega- 
tive words and out-group names. 
Subsequently, they are asked to 
group positive words and out- 
group names, and then negative 
words and in-group names. The 
results of this test suggested that 
in-group/positive 


tive ones with more oxytocin. 


cause the atmosphere of a nearby 
planet to expand and be forced 
away from the planet. 

While flares may not be as 
common among the very old red 
dwarfs as they are among young- 
er stars, they are still able to un- 
load a lot of heat. 


Oxytocin may drive people to feel fear 


associations 
were faster than out-group/posi- 


Another test involved infra- 


Uxytocin found to drive both love and hate 


humanization, which is the ten- 
dency to associate secondary 
emotions (rather than primary 
emotions) with in-group mem- 
bers to a greater extent than 
out-group members. Second- 
ary emotions, such as delight 
and embarrassment, are seen as 
uniquely human, while primary 
emotions, like joy and sadness, 
are not. This is a manifestation of 
ethnocentrism. However, these 
tests showed that while oxyto- 
cism promotes in-group favorit- 
ism, it does not necessarily pro- 
mote out-group derogation. 

A third test used the Moral 
Choice Dilemma Task, which 
presented participants with ethi- 
cal dilemmas. For example, a trol- 
ley is approaching five people, 
who will be killed upon impact. 
One may hit a switch that will 
divert the trolley in such a way 
that only one person gets killed. 
In this case, hitting the switch 
and doing nothing are both de- 
fensible choices. ; 

These dilemmas were present- 
ed to participants using a variety 
of different names, some typical 
to the in-group and some to the 
out-group. With more oxytocin, 
males were more likely to sacri- 
fice out-group than in-group tar- 
gets when presented with these 

dilemmas. 

The experiments suggest that 
oxytocin may play a role in the 
occurrence of conflict and vio- 
lence between social and ethnic 


groups. 


COURTESY OF WWWCAFLEUREBON.COM 
and violence towards those who are different. 
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seriously injure bones 


By VIVEK SINANAN 
Staff W riter 


Radiation therapy used to 
treat malignant tumors can re- 
sult in serious bone injuries, a re- 
search team at Hopkins’s School 
of Medicine has found. The study 
was published in the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences. 

lonizing radiation therapy is 
often used to treat breast cancer, 
lymphoma, sarcomas and carci- 
nomas. This radiation generates 
tree radicals and highly reactive 
forms of oxygen, w hich can dam- 
age DNA and cell membranes. 

it is also possible for radiation 
to affect hematopoietic and mes- 
enchymal stem cells (HSCs and 
MSCs) in the bone marrow. MSCs 
can differentiate into heart, lung 
and gut cells while HSCs give 
rise to all blood cell types, mak 
ing these stem cells some of the 
most important types of cells in 
the body’s circulatory system. 
The team of researchers investi- 
gated the effects of radiation on 
these types of vital stem cells. 

The researchers irradiated 
the femurs of mice to test the ef- 
fect on bone cells and stem cells 
of the bone marrow. First, they 
found that irradiation did not 
affect the bone cells of the fe- 
mur as there was no noticeable 
decrease in bone volume after 
irradiation. 

In investigating the effects on 
MSCs, they compared changes in 
the number of colonies of MSCs 
in two parts of the femur: the left 
distal femora, which was irradi- 
ated, and the left proximal fem- 
ora, which was not irradiated. 
One week after irradiation, no 
colonies were observed in either 


area. However, four weeks after 
irradiation, the left proximal te- 
mur recovered MSC colonies 
Further observations were 
made into the number of MSC 
in circulation im the 
blood vessels since MSC produc- 


colonies 


tion was previously shown to be 
mobilized in the circulatory sys- 
tem in the case of tissue damage, 
such as bone injuries 

They found that the number 
of MSC colonies in circulation 
doubled one week after irradia- 
tion, and quadrupled four weeks 
after irradiation. They inferred 
that this large increase in MSC 
suggests “that there is a systemic 
response resulting in mobiliza- 
tion of MSCs for the repair of 
bone injury.” 

Finally, they examined the 
mechanisms by which bone mar- 
row MSCs are damaged by irra- 
diation by measuring the levels 
of free radicals in the bone mar- 
rows of irradiated and non-irra- 
diated bones. They found that 
the levels of reactive substances 
in irradiated bones tripled after 
one week but remained at that 
level through the fourth week. 
Furthermore, they found that 
free radicals in non-irradiated 
bones increased through the first 
week, but decreased through the 
fourth week. 


Through these results, the 
researchers determined that 
radiation can negatively affect 


the growth of MSCs of both the 
distal and proximal femora, but 
have no significant effects on 
cells that have already differenti- 
ated and specified. 


They concluded from _ the 
clinical observations that bone 
fractures created by ionizing ra- 

diation heal 
more slowly 


or sometimes 
fail to unite; a 
direct result 
of the effect of 


though irradi- 
ation-induced 
bone injury 
has no known 
cure, recovery 
from bone in- 
jury may be 
possible by re- 
population of 
bone marrow 
stem cells, or 
repopulation 
from the circu- 
lation of these 


COURTESY OF WWWPRIXRAY.COM 
Free radicals generated by radiation damages stem cells in bones. 


cells. through 
the body. 
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Radiation therapy can Cystic fibrosis protein linked to emphysema 


Lowered levels of ion channel found in lung cells of patients with smoke-lamaged lungs. 


By MELANIE HSU 
Staff Writer 


team from the 
Hopkins Children’s Center re- 
cently discovered that the pro- 
tein defective in people with cys- 


A research 


tic fibrosis also helps to regulate 
inflammation and cel] death in 
emphysema 

[hese findings may help facil- 
itate treatments for lung diseases 
caused by infections or cigarette 
smoke in emphysema 

The protein CFTR (cystic fi- 
brosis transmembrane conduc- 
tance regulator) is an ion channel 
that helps transport chioride ions 
across epithelial cell] membranes. 
Cystic fibrosis, a genetic disease 
that causes abnormally thick mu- 
cus to accumulate in the lungs 
and pancreas, is caused by muta- 
tions in this protein. The disease 
can result in respiratory prob- 
lems and increased risk of lung 


infection, among other symp- 
toms. 
The study, led by Neeraj Vij, 


found that CFTR affected a wid- 
er range of immune regulation 
and response than previously 
believed. 

By comparing lung tissue 
from people with and without 
emphysema, the team found a 
close relationship between the 
level of functioning CFTR and 
the severity of the disease, with 
the more emphysema-damaged 
lung tissue having less CFTR on 
the cell surfaces. 

The decrease in CFTR also 
corresponded with an increased 
buildup of ceramide, a fatty mol- 
ecule known to trigger inflam- 
mation and cell death, in the 
lungs. 

According to Vij, whose lab 
works to identify molecular 
pathways that lead to functional 
changes in an organism as a re- 
sult of chronic disease, these re- 
sults suggest that CFTR regulates 
inflammation and cel] death by 
preventing the over-accumula- 
tion of ceramide. 


To better understand the ‘role ‘| 


of cigarette smoking in caus- 
ing emphysema, the researchers 
compared CFIR and ceramide 
levels from the lung tissues of 
non-smokers to light and heavy 
smokers or former smokers. 

They also compared lung tis- 
sue from mice never exposed to 
smoke to that of mice exposed to 
cigarette smoke for five hours a 
day over five days. 

The results supported those of 
the initial study and showed that 
cigarette smoke indeed results 
in lung damage, as the lungs of 
the mice had both increased ce- 


New doctors oe trained in outpatient care 


By ANNE MCGOVERN 
Staff Writer 


In a recent study, Steven Sis- 
son, an associate professor of 
medicine at Hopkins, discovered 
that students training in internal 


tions that include outpatient 
care components do not have the 
knowledge to treat their patients. 
“When ‘I graduated from 
residency Jat Hopkins,” Sisson 
said in an interview with www. 
futurity.org. “I knew much more 
about how to ventilate a patient 
on a machine than how to con- 
trol somebody’s blood sugar, and 
that’s a problem.” 
in America visit 


training modules chosen via a 
national survey of the most com- 
mon visits to internal medicine 
clinics. The results showed that 
both types of residents scored 
very poorly on these tests in their 
first year of residency, and that 
dents scored higher than univer- 
sity based ones in their second 
and third year. In all, both types 
of residents scored 50% or lesson 
ambulatory care and outpatient 

“The average resident doesn’t 
know what the goal for norma! 
fasting blood sugar should be,” 
Sisson said. “If you don’t know 
what it has to be, how are you go- 


po Sn aR SE 
Sisson believes medica! students need to be better equipped to treat chronic diseases. 


cation in outpatient care is be- 
cause universities exhibit a bias 


Specialists often take leader- 
ship roles in universities and 
therefore the environment favors 
cern is that medical residents in 
both types of hospitals are just 
not interested in generalist tracts, 
and therefore do not choose to 


ramide and decreased CFTR lev- 
els. 

In humans, the same trend 
was observed in smokers, with 
heavier smokers having higher 
ceramide and lower CFTR levels. 

The team also examined the 
role of CFTR in causing ceramide- 
triggered inflammation. By ana- 
lyzing lung cells from CFTR- 
deficient people and mice using 
a flow cytometer, an instrument 
that records changes in inflam- 
matory and protein markers, the 
team noticed increased ceramide 
clustering on lipid rafts. 

Lipid rafts are sections of the 


- COURTESY OF WWWTHECRE ATIVEROAD.COM 
Decreased levels of CFTR and increased levels of a fatty molecule called ceramide may serve as an indication of lung damage. 


cell membrane where inflam- 
matory signaling proteins are 
known to concentrate. 

As no such clustering was ob- 
served in cells with normal CFTR, 
the researchers believe that CFTR 
usually regulates inflammatory 
receptor signaling by preventing 
ceramide clustering. 

Vij believes that ceramide and 
CFTR could be useful predic- 
tors of susceptibility to smoke- 
induced lung damage. Therefore, 
treatments that target CFTR-de- 
pendent lipid rafts will be more 
effective in treating chronic lung 
disease. 


The last part of the study 
uses ceramide inhibitors to treat 
bacteria-caused lung damage 
in mice. One inhibitor, FB1, de- 
creased ceramide buildup in 
mice with intact CFTR but could 
not do the same for CFTR-absent 
mice, indicative of CF. 

The other, AMT, mediated 
ceramide activity in mice with 
absent CFTR, but not those with 
decreased CFTR, indicative of 
emphysema. These results sug- 
gest that different therapies will 
have to be used to treat lung 
damage caused by emphysema 
and CF. 


Gene variant helps brain recover irom trauma 


By SAM OHMER 
Staff Writer 


A variation in the gene that 
codes for a critical neural survival: 
factor, previously believed to be 
detrimental to cognitive health 
and abilities, may actually benefit 
its carriers (even heterozygotes) 
after traumatic brain injury. 

Scientists Frank Krueger and 
Jordan Grafman of George Ma- 
son University and the National 
Institute of 


recuperation postI Bl. 

In particular, the aberrant 
pro-BDNF may be unable to be 
secreted by neurons and glia, 
and, because pro-BDMF is impli- 
cated in the apoptotic response 
after brain insult, lower levels in 
Val66Met individuals may actu- 
ally circumvent this large-scale 
neuronal loss postinjury. 

“We know that plasiicity in 
the form of neural network re- 
organization is important for 

normal ijearn- 


Neurological 


ing and there- 


Disorders and eis : fore would 
Stroke (NINDS) Plasticity ---1S be important 
and colleagues important for normal for recovery 
have _ recently of function 
uncovered evi- learning and therefore after _ brain 
dence that the aAile-= fi injury since 
gene variant, or wo € important tor patients need 
polymorphism, yeeovery of function to relearn old 
known as Val- LORE D skills or de- 
66Met in the after brain mjury. velop new 
ene encodin: compensa- 

| See ane s, JORDAN GRAFMAN, tory aes 
neurotrophic NINDS fer achieving 
factor (BDNF) their rehabili- 

_ benefits even tation goals,” 
heterozygotes Grafman said. 
carriers after a braini injury. This particular polymor- 


These latest findings are the 
result of a study of Vietnam War 


_ veterans, some of whom suffered 


from traumatic brain injury (TBI) 


_ in their right frontal lobes. 


These men’s executive func- 


| tioning ability scores were as- 


sessed pre- and post- injury, 
and then compared and plotted 
against whether they had or did 
not have the genetic variant. An 
interesting — and rather unex- 
pected — result arose: the Val- 
66Met polymorphism actually 
allowed men who had suffered 
from TBI to recuperate better 
than those who lacked the vari- 


etc. — this may be the key to the 
differences in executive function 


phism’s beneficial nature is puz- 
zling because previous reporis 
have stated that the Val66Met 
polymorphism is detrimental for 
executive cognitive function — 
including planning, reasoning 
and problem solving — in both 
healthy and psychiatric popula- 
tions. 


This contradiction might be 
bad news for the researchers, 
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by using what it does have; this 
would explain why Val66Met 
carriers (homo- and heterozy- 
gotes alike) may regain cogni- 
tive functioning to a greater 
degree than their Val only com- 
panions. 

Of course, knowing that ge- 
netics may affect how well or 
how fast a person can recover af- 
ter an injury is incredibly impor- 
tant not only academically, but 
also clinically. 

According to Grafman, the 
goal of this and similar stud- 
ies “would be to aid rehabilita- 
tion specialists to better triage 
patients for therapies by noting 
which genes predispose them for 
a rapid recovery in one function 
but perhaps a slower recovery in 
another. Also, by knowing which 
genes predispose a patient to a 
more difficult recovery, it might 
be possible to target molecular 
interventions to facilitate recov- 
ery.” 

Environment and genetics can 
both play crucial roles in our de- 
velopment — and in our disabili- 
ties. Though this is obviously the 
case in early development and 
childhood, a more subtle effect 
of environment and genes can 
be seen even later in life, such as 
in response to disease, trauma or 
injury. 

It is, in fact, the interplay be- 
tween what happens around 
and to us and what happens 
within us that determines our 
fates in life, and this is just as 
true postinjury as it is any other 
time of life. 

Thus, it is crucial to under- 
stand not only what an injury 

has done to the body, but also 
how the body will then respond 
due to environmental or inherent 
genetic factors. 
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his break saw a flurry 


of new technology 
being unveiled for 
the holiday season. 


We will go through 
some of the highlights and pos- 
sibly go back to cover these in 
more depth when they finally 
land. The holiday season offered 
a large number of new phones 
and _ phone-related press, with 
many big names making moves 
to claim a stake in the new vear. 

The PlayStation Phone, of- 
ficially called the Sony Ericsson 
Xperia, was shown off, shortly 
followed by the next PSP. called 
the NGP (it has a quad-core pro- 
cessor!). Google popped out with 
the Nexus S, while Samsung con- 
tinued to roll out the Galaxy S se- 
ries of phones (no relation). 

On the Apple side of things, the 
next generation iPhone and iPad 
are rumored to have NFC (Near 
field communication) built in, and 
of course, the big ticket news, the 
iPhone 4 is coming to Verizon. Mo- 
torola came busting down doors 
with their new phone, the Atrix, 
which is certainly bringing some 
new features to the table, and will 
be asking competitors to step up 
their game. 

This year we are 
going to see the rise 
of the super-phone, 
or alternatively, the 
super _ portable-de- 
vice. Mobile chips 
have reached a new 
level of sophistica- 
tion and power. Spe- 
cifically, nVidia, In- 
tel, AMD and ARM 
are all pushing out 
incredibly ~ power- 
ful chips that need 
little electrical pow- 
er. Some are smaller 
than others, but they 
could all be in to- 
day’s smartphone 
form-factor. 

Let’s start with 
nVidia. The Tegra 
2 chipset is what 
we will see used in 
smartphones _ that 
will have supreme 
video processing 
power. It is smaller 
than a dime. LG is soon releas- 
ing the Optimus 2X, which is an 
Android phone that will feature 
1080p video recording and play- 
back. In a demo, the game Angry 
Birds was played on a giant pro- 

jector via HDMI (yes, the phone 
has an HDMI port). The Motorola 
Atrix, which we will get to later, 
also features the Tegra 2. 

Intel had a big hoopla over 
their latest and greatest plat- 
form, codenamed Sandy Bridge. 
It is the next iteration of the Core 
i3, i5 and i7 series of CPUs. It is 
smaller, cooler and faster. There 
is not much more you can ask for. 
Except Intel is also playing the 
video processing game now, too. 
They have, for the second time, 

built in the integrated GPU right 
on the same chip as the CPU. 
It’s a CPU/GPU combo chip! But 
what is remarkable about this 
one is that it is actually useful. 

Intel has historically been 
notorious for having the worst 
in terms of integrated graphics. 
But that is starting to change 
with Sandy Bridge. Early 
benchmarks from  3rd-party 


reviewers are showing that it 
can play such games (which I 
know are dear to many hearts) 
as Starcraft II on low. This ba- 
sically means it clears the pro- 


COURTESY OF WWW.DIGITALTRENDS.COM 


verbial bar. Intel is finally com- 
peting in the low-end graphics 
spaces with an integrated GPU; 
not only will everyone have a 
working chip, but they will also 
get the job done with less power 
consumption, which translates 
to better battery life, which I’m 
sure you don’t mind. 

AMD couldn't stand aside and 
watch Intel steal the show. They 
unveiled their own series of mo- 
bile and laptop chips, which are 
reportedly even lower power than 
Intel's. Some say that AMD’s chips 
give better 
bang for the 
buck this time 
around, but it 
will be hard 
to say for sure 
until they start 
showing up in laptops and we get 
to see some real-world compari- 
sons. 

Finally, there is ARM. This 
year ARM graced us in a few 
ways, but the one that we will 
be talking about today is the 
chip that lies at the heart of the 
PSP2, namely the NGP. It looks 
mighty similar to the original 
PSP, though it now has two joy- 
sticks instead of one. It will be 


COURTESY OF WWW.MOTOROLA.COM 
The Motorola Atrix laptop dock will be both revolutionary and simple. 


backwards compatible with 
downloadable PSP. games, and 
will feature some killer features. 
ARM is supplying a quad-core 
Cortex-A9 processor, and there 
will be connectivity in the form 
of 3G and Wifi. 

Also, there’s GPS and a rear- 
mounted touchpad, an accel- 
erometer akin to the one in the 
Playstation Move, an electronic 
compass, and finally, two camer- 
as, one on the front, and one on 
the back. How’s that for a killer 


Yufeng Guo 
Tech Talk 
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The holiday season brings new toys 


a whopping 1GB of RAM, finger- 
print reader and a huge 1930mAh 
battery to juice it all. The phone 
docks behind the screen of the 
laptop, out of the way, and gives 
you a full desktop experience. 
[his is a groundbreaking design 
feature. The phone becomes just 
another window on the desktop 
so you can use the phone with 
the trackpad and keyboard to 
text and access other features 
of the phone. And when you 
are done on the laptop, you pull 
out the phone and can continue 
right where you 
left off, and then 
when you return 
to your laptop, 
you're back to 
your previous 
session. 


You get a Mac OSX-like applica- 


tion dock, as well as full-fledged 
Firefox with Flash 10.1 support. 
As these super-phones continue 
developing, we will continue to 
see more uses for phones; eventu- 
ally, we will be carrying around 
computers that happen to be able 
to make phone calls. The Motorala 


Atrix 4G is rumored to be priced | 


at $150 with a 2-year contract, and 
will land March 1st. 
We are moving 


precedented rate of 
technological _de- 


can’t imagine where 
technology will be 
in ten years. With 
everything going 
wireless and _ in- 
creased processing 
power, data trans- 


storage, we will 
have phones _ that 
have more storage 
than your laptops 
and desktops (on the 
order of several tera- 
bytes?), with proces- 
sors that will leave 
your desktop in the 
dust. 

We are getting 4G 
connection speeds 
(soon-ish, the true 4G 
isn’t here quite yet) 
and hundreds of gi- 
gabytes on our phones. In the near 
future, we will see phones with 
wireless charging and video trans- 


fer. The continued competition | 


between the major manufacturers 
will bring us better devices and 
lower prices. 


velopment, and we | 


fer capabilities and | 


forward at an un- 
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Glioblastomas is the most aggresive of primary malignant brain tumors in humans, due to the uncontrolled replication of glial cells. 


Scientists target Glioblastoma growth 


Hopkins researchers propose a new multifaceted treatment plan to control glioblastomas 


By ALICE HUNG 
Staff Writer 
Researchers at Hopkins 


Medical School have found that 
targeting multiple develop- 
mental neural pathways with 
several drugs simultaneously 
is more effective at controlling 
the growth of malignant brain 
tumors than targeting each 
pathway individually. The re- 
search, conducted by Charles 
Eberhart and his colleagues, 
was published in the journal 
Clinical Cancer Research. 
Glioblastoma is known as 
the most common and aggres- 
sive type of primary malignant 
brain tumor in humans. Glial 
cells of the central nervous sys- 
tem are targeted, resulting in 
an average survival period of 


| less than two years. 


Studies have shown that 
there are various subtypes af- 
fecting different _ oncogenes 
— genes likely to cause cancer 
when mutated or expressed in 
overabundance — and signal- 
ing pathways. As a result, it 
is unlikely for a single type of 
treatment to work against all 
forms of glioblastoma. Howey- 
er, glioblastomas are known to 
build up resistance to chemo- 


and radiotherapy targeted 
against specific signaling path- 
ways. 

Notch, Wnt and Hedgehog 
pathways are crucial signaling 
pathways involved in the devel- 
opment and growth of neurons. 
Most treatments for glioblas- 
toma target only one pathway. 
However, initial response to 
medication followed by in- 
creased resistance led research- 
ers to consider the possibility of 
tumor cells turning on a differ- 
ent pathway to compensate for 
the inhibited pathway. 

Eberhart and his colleagues 
used gamma-secretase inhibi- 
tors to block only the Notch 
pathway, while observing the 
Hedgehog and Wnt pathways. 
Researchers found that treat- 
ment with gamma-secretase 
inhibitors resulted in increased 
activity in both the Hedgehog 
and Wnt. 

Moreover, experiments show 
that some proteins involved in 
the Notch signaling pathway 
are also directly affecting pro- 
teins in the Hedgehog pathway. 

When both the Notch and 
Hedgehog pathways were 
blocked, using a gamma-secre- 
tase inhibitor and cyclopamine 
respectively, cell growth de- 


creased by nearly 90 percent. In 
addition, combinatorial therapy 
increased apoptosis, or natural 
cell death, and decreased the 
tendency of colony formation of 
cells. 

Certain unexpected interac- 
tions in the signaling pathways 
were observed only in a subset 
of cell lines in specific cancer 
types, suggesting that other 
factors that affect glioblastoma 
growth have yet to be discov- 
ered. 

The experiments were con- 
ducted using glioblastoma neu- 
rosphere_ lines, medulloblas- 
toma lines and primary human 
glioblastoma cultures. 

Replication of the study us- 
ing cell cultures of other can- 
cers, including prostate, lung, 
ovarian, skin and hematopo- 
etic, showed that similar results 
were found in a melanoma-de- 
rived line. 

In vivo studies are required 
to determine the effectiveness 
of usage of the combinatorial 
therapy to treat cancer patients. 
Future studies also aim to ex- 
plore other pathways involv- 
ing tumor growth, and mo- 
lecular relationships between 
the Notch, Hedgehog and Wnt 
pathways. 


Astronomers gain insight on the evolution of galaxy clusters 


| By DAN CADEL 


list of features? Oh, and did I | 
mention 5-inch OLED touch- | 


screen at 960x544? Yeah this is 
made to rule, though what price 


we will pay is unclear. The com- | 


pany indicated that it would not 
be $599. Well, that’s not exactly 
much of a relief. 

The big ticket item coming 
out of this year’s Consumer Elec- 
tronics Show (CES) was the Mo- 
torola Atrix. It is a phone which 
can dock to a 13.9mm thick lap- 
top-like chassis which has an 
11.6-inch screen, keyboard and 


battery, and nothing else. The | 


phone itself is the only thing that 


is powering the system, and boy | 


does it pack a punch. 

The screen packs a 4-inch 
960x540 display, with a 1GHz 
dual-core Tegra 2 processor with 


The 2010 Consumer Electronics Show (CES) featured several big ticket items. 


Staff Writer 


Astronomy is often a matter 
of looking at distant bodies in 
order to better study our own 
neighborhood. Recently, scien- 
tists have gotten a rare look at an 
ancient galaxy cluster from the 
early universe that is believed to 
be following the same course of 
evolution as ours. 

COSMOS-AzTEC3, as it is 
named, consists of many galax- 
ies, along with starbursts and a 
black hole. Galaxies have a ten- 
dency to remain clustered; our 
own Milky Way galaxy is part of 
one such cluster. 

However, over time, these 
galaxy clusters will likely evolve 
such that a black hole with one 
central galaxy will expand to 
dominate the cluster. 

The cluster was found as part 
of the Cosmic Evolution Survey 
(COSMOS), a collaboration be- 
tween several universities and 
institutes, including the Johns 
Hopkins University and the 
Space Telescope Science _Insti- 


tute (STScI). Johannes Staguhn, © 


the head investigator for this 


survey to study 
the history and 
evolution of gal- 
axy formation 
in the universe,” 
wrote Staguhn 
in an email to The News-Letter. 
“Surveys of this type indeed in- 
volve a large number of institu- 
tions and universities.” 


and universities. 


To discover 
and measure 
the cluster, a 
series of tele- 
scopes were 
employed. 
Initially, the 
Chandra X- 
ray Obser- 
vatory and 
James Clerk 
Maxwell 
Telescope in 
Hawaii were 
tasked with 
finding black 
holes as well 
as evidence 
of star forma- 
tion. These 
systems were 
tagged _ for 
further inves- 
tigation. 

Then, the 
Hubble Space 
Telescope 
(controlled 
on campus by 
STScl) and Ja- 
pan’s Subaru 
telescope 
measured the 


| project, is an associate research distance 

scientist in the Henry A. Row- these objects 

land Department of Astronomy from Earth 

and Physics at Hopkins, and also and searched for signs of other 

works at NASA‘s galaxies in 

Goddard Space their — vicin- 

Flight Center. : ity. Next, the 
“the cos. Surveys of thistype Wm. Keck 

MOS survey is jndeed involve a large Observatory 

currently — the ; Kone confirmed 

most detailed. number of institutions that the gal- 
.astronomical ' axies are in 


fact part of 


— JOHANNES STAGUHN, the same 
> cluster. 

STScI — with the 

find con- 

firmed, —_as- 

tronomers used the Spitzer 


Space Telescope to record the 
mass of the cluster. Researchers 
estimated the galaxy cluster to 
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weigh greater than thirty mil- 
lion times the mass of our own 
sun. To measure the amount of 
gas in the system, data was col- 
lected from the Institut de Ra- 
dioastronomie Millimétriques 
(IRAM) telescopes in France and 
Spain and the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory’s Very 
Large Array in New Mexico. 
The data serves to confirm 
theoretical models of galactic 
formation and provide further 
avenues for research. For ex- 
ample, “the AzTEC-3 observa- 
tions in particular provide new 
constraints on the star forma- 
tion history and the production 
of dust in early galaxies,” wrote 
Staguhn. 


‘characterization, 


of The initial discovery of COSMOS-AzTEC3 was made using the James Clerk Maxwell Telescope. 


Despite the large pooling of 
time and data, Hopkins’s role in 
the research was certainly not 
minor. As the lead investiga- 
tor, Staguhn designed the “idea 
for the instrument, formulated 
the science case, proposed it to 
IRAM, proposed it to the NSF 
[National Science Foundation], 
assembled the science/techni- 
cal team, managed the project. 

.overlooked/supervised all 
partial aspects of the project/ 
people responsible for those, 
worked in detail on detector 
participated 
in fielding/observing runs, 
[and] reduced data,” according 
to his own description of his 
work. : 
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By MIKE KANEN 


Sports Editor 


Since the beginning ot winter 
break, the wrestling team has 
competed in 10 events including 
the Virginia Duals, Way nesburg, 
Open and Wednesday 


affair with 


night's 
conference Gettys- 
burg 

The last month has been much 
kinder to the Jays who endured 
a difficult start to the season 
against several Division | and II 
teams. Although they held their 
own, the Jays have flourished 
in facing other D-II] opponents, 
starting Janurary 5th 
NYU. 

The match with the Violets 
was the first in over a 
month. The time off hardly mat- 
tered when all was said an done, 


against 


Jays’s 


Marching to March Madness: Big East 


however, as Hopkins won con- 
vincingly 40-3 


In their last eight events, the 


Jays have won four, taking down 
Apprentice School, McDaniel, 
Muhlenberg, and Washington 
and Lee, but fell to Nassau Com- 
munity College, Brockport and 
Ursinus. 

Hopkins also placed third in 
the Waynesbug Open over the 
break, the best amongst Centen- 
nial Conference teams, falling 
just shy of host Waynesburg and 
Baldwin Wallace. 

Following the invitational, 
the Jays began their Centen- 
nial Conference season, tak- 
ing on McDaniel on Jan. 18th. 
Led by seniors Eric Levenseller 
and Patrick Stanley, Hopkins 
tore through the Green Terror 
28-12, the biggest win over Mc- 


THE JOHNS Hopkins News-Letrer 


SPORTS 


(burg no match for 4-1 Blue Jay wrestlers Fencing wins two al stat 
studded Philly Invitational 


Daniel in 45 years. 

Hopkins followed that with 
two matches over the weekend, 
crushing the Mules of Muhlen- 
berg 43-9, but then losing to Ur- 
sinus 29-12. 

This past weekend, Hopkins 
posted one of their best pertor- 
mances of the season as the Jays 
swarmed the Generals of Washing- 
ton and Lee in every weight class. 

After two early forfeits at 125 
and 133 pounds, freshman Henry 
Stauber won 12-5 at 141 pounds, 
and soon after, senior co-captain 
Rocky Barilla won 5-0 at 157. 

The nail in the coffin came 


when freshman Matt Fusaro, 


wrestling in the 165 pound di- 
vision, won 18-2 on a technical 
fall. Levenseller won the next 
duel at 174 pounds, and the 
Generals forfeited the final two 


MORGAN YANG/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Senior co-captain Eric Levenseller was a critical part to Hopkins wrestling’s torching of Gettysburg Wednesday night, 32-9. 


teams vying lor top seeds in tourney 


By KYLE HALLERAN 
For The News-Letter 


The Big East continues to 
prove itself as the top NCAA 
Division 1 Basketball conference 
with seven top 20 teams. 

Sportcenter is crowded with 
Big East basketball coverage ev- 
eryday, including last Sunday 
when St. John’s dominated ACC 
powerhouse Duke in Madison 
Square Garden. 

St. John’s was picked to finish 
ninth in conference by coaches 
in the preseason poll. But Duke 
found themselves down 16 to 8 
early in game. The Red Storm ran 
circles around the national title 
favored Blue Devils. New York 
City native Dwight Hardy led St. 
John’s with 26 points. St. John’s 
cruised to a 93-78 upset victory. 

Preseason conference favorite 
Pittsburgh survived a scare at 
Rutgers, escaping with a 65-62 

. victory. The Panthers were com- 
ing off of a loss at home to Notre 
Dame and needed a win. 

Known for its tough, lock- 
down defense and ability to 
control the boards, Pittsburgh 
got a boost from junior guard 
Ashton Gibbs. Gibbs led the way 
with 24 points while connecting 


on four of his nine three-point 
attempts. 

The Panthers will need to fin- 
ish first in the conference with 
not more than two additional 
losses during the remainder of 
the season in order to secure a 
number one seed in the NCAA 
tournament. 

After losing three in a row, 
Georgetown held on in an ex- 
citing match up against rival 
Villanova for its fourth con- 
secutive victory. The Hoyas 
were led by senior do-it-all 
guard Austin Freeman, who 
torched the Wildcats for 30 
points. ‘Nova got 15 points a 
piece from super guards Co- 
rey Fisher and Maalik Wayns, 
while Corey Stokes and Anto- 
nio Pena chipped in with 13 
and 10 points respectively. 

Villanova’s center, sopho- 
more Mouphtaou Yarou contin- 
ued to show signs of improve- 
ment and untapped potential. 
Although he only took four 
shots, his mixture of size and 
athleticism, despite raw ability, 
impressed NBA scouts and Big 
East fans alike. 

Louisville displayed its bal- 
anced offensive attack in Storrs, 
Connecticut. The Cardinals 


got 19 points from sophomore 
guard Peyton Siva, 16 from ju- 


nior forward Terrence Jennings, | 


15 from senior guard Preston 
Knowles, and 15 from junior 
guard Kyle Kuric. 

Louisville used Coach Pi- 
tino’s famous full court press 
to push the up-tempo game 
into double overtime. For the 
Huskies, national player of the 
year candidate Kemba Walker 
struggled from the field, mak- 
ing only seven of his 23 field 
goal attempts, including just 
two of his 10 three-point at- 
tempts. 

Walker finished with 20 
points, while freshman guards 
Shabazz Napier and Jeremy 
Lamb finished with 23 and 21 
points respectively. 

Connecticut freshman for- 
ward Roscoe Smith, a Baltimore 
native, grabbed 12 rebounds 
and added five points in the los- 
ing effort. 

The Syracuse Orange 
dropped their fourth consecu- 
tive game in Milwaukee to the 
Marquette Golden Eagles. The 
Orange slump comes after start- 
ing the season 18-0 and achiev- 
ing a number three national 


ranking. 
This skid is not without con- 
troversy, however. Freshman 


guard Dion Waiters, a key player, 
did not get on the court all game, 
giving clout to rumors of his sus- 
pension. 

During Syracuse’s previous 
game, a home loss to Seton Hall, 
Waiter was seen mouthing an ob- 
scenity to Syracuse head coach 
Jim Beoheim. 

Marquette stormed out to 
an early thirteen-point lead in 
the first half, but Syracuse had 
not given up yet. The Orange 
strung a.few defensive stops 
together and hit their shots, but 
freshman center Fab Melo was 
plagued by contested foul calls. 

Additionally, Marquette was 
draining well-guarded, difficult 
baskets ending Orange come- 
back hopes. 

For Syracuse, junior forward 
Kris Joseph led the way with 18 
points while senior big man Rick 


Jackson added 14 points. 
On the Marquette side, 
junior college transfer Jae 


Crowder had a career day, scor- 
ing 25 points. Jimmy Butler and 
Darius Johnson-Odom added 19 
and 17 points, respectively, as 
the Golden Eagles held on fora 
six-point victory. 


matches to give Hopkins a 45-3 
victory. 

On Wednesday, the Jays con- 
tinued their conference play, tak- 
ing on the Gettysburg Bullets. 
Hopkins controlled the mat from 
the get-go, led by a 9-1 major deci- 
sion win by Stauber. 

Four more major decisions 
by Barilla (13-2), Levenseller (11- 
3), and Stanley (11-0), as well as 
sophomore Reid Mosquera (13-4) 
at 197 pounds would follow for 
the Jays, as Hopkins rolled to a 
32-9 win, their fourth straight 
over the Bullets. 

Levenseller, also 


a co-cap- 


tain, won his 74th career match | 


against the Bullets. His move 


to begin conference play has el- | 


evated the team, and has put a 
stamp on his career. 

The victory upped the Jays’s 
season record to 7-9 while in con- 
ference they stand at 4-1. 

Hopkins will face off at Mes- 
siah College on Friday in their 
next match. 


By CHIP HARSH 
Sports Editor 


In the weeks follow- 
ing the start of the New 
Year, Hopkins fencing 
has been doing anything 
but relaxing. This past 
January, both women’s 
and men’s fencing have 
made good showings in 
their respective meets. 

The Philadelphia Invi- 
tational, a two-day event 
that spanned Jan. 22-23, 
played host to both men’s 
and women’s fencing. 
The women’s team had 
mixed results, defeating 
NJIT (20-7) and Drew (26- 
1), and falling to Duke 
(25-2), Cornell (18-9), #7 
Northwestern (24-3) and 


| #9 Temple (20-7). 


including the hype for the foot- 
ball game and the super com- 
mercials expected to bog down 
all four quarters. 

“Elevator Girl,” Doneger’s su- 
per commercial, is one of five fi- 
nalists in a contest that included 
| about 6,000 entries. That means 
the former Hopkins Laxer Bro is 
on an all expenses paid trip to the 
Super Bowl to watch the game in 
one of Dallas’s luxury suites. 

Doneger also submitted an 
entry a year ago, but said over 
the phone that he used a better 
camera this year and the end 
result was a major improve- 
ment. “We shot the commercial 
in less than three hours and 
needed just another day to edit 
it,” Doneger said. Also starring 
in the commercial is actress Jai- 
me Zeluck, and Will Simmons 
was the editor. 

After Pepsi-Max chose the 
five finalists, website visitors 
were allowed to vote for their 
favorite commercials - three 
of which will be aired during 
the Super Bowl. Doneger, from 
Hewlett, NY, is a “big Jets fan.” 
“T don’t really care who wins the 
game,” said Doneger, “I will be 
focusing on the commercials.” 

Doneger’s commercial could 
be the break he’s looking for. 
The commercial with the highest 
USA Today Ad Meter score gets a 
contract to help create commer- 
cials with Pepsi and Doritos. 

Doneger currently lives in 
Los Angeles and has written and 


are June 20 - July 29. Hours are 8:45 am - 4: 


Doneger’s Pepsi commercial 
one of five national finalists: 


: | DONEGER, From B12 


directed multiple short films. 
His next project, after the Super 
Bowl, is to begin production on 
his feature length film. 

He credits his Writing Semi- 
nars classes, especially screen- 
writing professor Mark Lapadula, 
for preparing him to write, direct 
and compete for national attention 
in Hollywood. Doneger hopes to 
model his career off Woody Allen 
and be involved with every aspect 
of the production. “I want to cre- 


“ate, and once I have the finished 


product people will come to me.” 

With any luck Doneger’s 
commercial will garner some 
national buzz and maybe his 
Pepsi-Max commercial will air 
during the Jays’s twelve games 
that will be nationally televised 
on ESPNU. 

Doneger is still an avid Hop- 
kins Lax fan and hopes to get | 


COURTESY OF JHU SPORTS INFORMATION 
Senior Max Wieder has 285 career wins and 25 this year. 


back to Homewood this spring to | 


support his team. 

Hopkins Laxers are winners. 
That means winning champion- 
ships, winning Super Bowl con- 
tests and winning recognition 
for super hairdos. 

The reputable sports blog 
website, www.brobible.com, re- 
cently named the D1 Lacrosse 
Preseason All-Flow team. Se- 
niors Mike Maydick and Mark 
Goodrich were named to the 
OverFlow team for their locks 
being almost too long while 
junior standout Will McCance 
and top freshman flow-cruit 
Rob Guida were named to the 
Let It Rage team. 


hats i yy ey Me 
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Michael Doneger (AS ‘08) wrote, directed and starred in a Pepsi-Max commercial. 
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The first match of the day was 
against Cornell (7-4). The latter 
achieved victory in the Sabre, 
with Beverly Yang beating fresh- 
man Katherine Simeon 5-3. Sime- 
one had two wins in the round, 
and senior Mary Vitale and 
freshman Kathleen Rand had 
one win each. 

Cornell won all nine bouts in 
the Foil, sweeping the weapon. 
Hopkins wrapped up the match 
with a 5-4 victory in the Epee as 
junior Lauren Chinn defeated 
Jennifer Lee; Chinn was 3-0 in 
said round. Sophomore Kumal 
Kumar and freshman Liz Caris 
each won one bout in the Epee. 

The Jays easily defeated NJIT 
in a 20-7 victory, and then faced 
seventh-ranked Northwestern. 
The Jays were unable to achieve 
victory, despite a 9-0 win in the 
Epee, with Chinn and Kumar 
each going 3-0, respectively. 

The Blue Jays then faced Duke. 
In the Sabre, Rand won one point 
in a 8-1 defeat. In the Foil, the 
Blue Devils swept all nine bouts. 
Closing out the match, Chinn cap- 
tured a win in an 8-1 defeat. To 
close out the day, Hopkins fell to 
ninth-ranked Temple as the Owls 
managed a tight win in the Sabre 
as Andrea Hailey beat junior Jen- 
ny Lenz. The Owls proceeded to 
defeat the Jays in the penultimate 
and final stages of the match. 

Turning to the men’s perfor- 
mance in Philadelphia, Hopkins 
defeated NJIT (22-5) and Drew 
(15-12), and fell to Haverford (18- 
9), North Carolina (19-8) and Sa- 
cred Heart (18-9). A success story 
was sophomore Nicolas Barbera, 
who achieved 12 wins in 15 bouts. 

The day started with a close 
15-12 win over Drew. The Jays 
won the Sabre (8-1) and the Epee 
(6-3), losing the Foil but main- 
taining enough for a victory. 

Next, the team faced NJIT and 
went 7-2 in the Sabre and Foil and 
8-1 in the Epee. Barbera went 3-0 
and senior Mike Fellows went 
2-0 in the Sabre. Sophomore Ben 
Wasser and freshman Evan Staf- 
ford both went 3-0 in the Foil. 

Turning next to the Tar Heels, 
North Carolina achieved a close 
victory over the Jays. Barbera and 
Menon each won one match in the 
Sabre, but nevertheless fell 7-2. 
The Foil saw similar results, with 
the team achieving a record of 7-2. 

Facing Haverford, Hopkins 
dropped in the Sabre (6-3) and 
Foil (8-1), but came back to clinch 
a win in the Epee (5-4). 

In the final match of the day, 
Hopkins lost a heartbreaker to 
Sacred Heart. The Jays won in the 
Sabre, but the Pioneers rallied to 
win the Epee and Foil with 8-1 
scores. 

More recently, the men’s team 
competed in the Penn State In- 
vitational this past Saturday. In 
a valiant competition, #9 Duke 
felled Hopkins 22-5 (F7-E8-S7). 

The team now looks forward to 


Summer Sports Camp Counselors Wanted! 


The Johns Hopkins University Summer Day Camp is looking 2 4 
for counselors and instructors for the 2011 summ er. Camp dates 


Sunday, Feb. 6th, when Hopkins 
»will host the JHU Invitational. 


ke 
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 


ELIZABETH ROGERS - SWIMMING 


By MICHAEL PORAMBO 


For The News-Letter 


Junior Elizabeth Rogers of 
the Hopkins women’s swim- 
ming and diving team won two 
individual events and contrib- 
uted to two victories in team 
relay events last weekend in a 
dual meet vs. Washington & 


Lee. 


Ranked fifth in the nation 
by the TYR/CSCAA Division 
ll Swimming & Diving Poll, 
the team won convincingly by 
a score of 167-89. Rogers started 
strong in the meet and never lost 


momentum. 


In the first event of the meet, 
Rogers teamed up with fresh- 
men Taylor Kitayama, Cristina 
Cusumano and Alex Ladd to 
grab first place in the 200 yard 
Medley Relay, finishing with a 


time of 1:50.06. : 


Rogers then went on to win 
the 200 free in 1:57.06 and the 
50 free in 24.92. To close out the 
meet, she teamed up with fresh- 
man Sarah Rinsma, Ladd, and 
Kitayama to break the pool re- 
cord in the 400 free relay with a 


time of 3:33.61. 


“Liz had a very good meet,” 


said team- 
mate Khris- 
tine Ghemi- 


all season. Liz, as her friends 
call her, holds seven of the 
team’s ten fastest times in the 50 
yard freestyle, with her fastest 
(24.29) occurring in the Terrapin 
Cup on November 18th. 

She holds two of the top three 
fastest times for the 100 yard 
freestyle, and three of the top 
four times in the 200 yard free- 
style. 

While her individual prow- 
ess has been top-notch, her work 
with her teammates may be even 
more impressive. Rogers has been 
an integral part of the team’s sev- 
en fastest 200 yard freestyle relay 
times, with the fastest recorded 
time this year occurring at the 
Terrapin Cup. 

The team of Rogers, junior An- 
nie Tsay, freshman Kylie Ternes 
and Kitayama finished with a 
time of 1:37.50. 

She has also been a member 
of four of the top five teams to 
swim the 400 yard freestyle re- 
lay, with the fastest time again 
occurring at the Terrapin Cup 
when Rogers, Rinsma, sopho- 
more *Daniela Villegas and 
Ladd teamed up to finish in 
Shei iE 

The team of Rinsma, Villegas, 
Ladd and Rogers also hold all 
top three times 
in the 800 Yard 
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SWIMMING, From B12 


back by placing two through 
four; Woodford earned second, 
junior Patrick Lynch took third, 
and freshman Mike Leddy took 
fourth. Carter Gisriel won the 100 
Fly with a time of 52.87, earning 
him his first victory, while soph- 
omore Jason Ho earned second 


place with 53.44. 


The final race of the afternoon 
may have been the Blue Jays’ 
best, however, as the 400 free 
relay team, consisting of Lordi, 
Schmidt, Gisriel, and Woods fin- 
ished with a time a 3:08.42. Their 
time broke a pool record which 


had stood for 30 years. 
Hopkins then 


light of the competition. 


Lordi had a great outing, 
adding two individual wins of 
his own in the 200 free and 100 


FSP Soe weed SI SOLES S 


looked to 
stretch their winning streak to 
five on Saturday against Wash- 
ington & Lee. The 400 free re- 
lay team of Zandee, Coggin, 
Lordi, and Woods finished in 
3:08.40, beating a record which 
was previously set earlier in 
the season, arguably the high- 


J 


TRACK, From B12 
Senior cross country standout 
Steve Tobochnik finished 15th in 


| the one mile run with a time of 


4:35.31. 
Junior Luke Sand finished the 
highest for 
Hopkins 
in the field 
events. His 
shot-put 
throw of 45’- 
7.25” placed 
Sand in sec- 
ond. Senior 
Ryan Lino 
finished 
fourth with a 
43’-4.25” toss. 
The wom- 
en’s team en- 
joyed even 
greater suc- 
cess in the 
same event, 
as the lady 
Jays saw five 


place. 

Junior Cecilia Furlong, voted 
the Mideast Region’s Athlete of 
the Year during cross country 
season, ran an impressive 5:12.69 
mile to finish in first place, while 
fellow cross country standout 
freshman Lara Shegoski took 
home the 3000-meter crown with 
a time of 10:29.16. 

Joining them on the podium 
in their respective events were 
sophomores Emily Kashka, who 


COURTESY OF JHU SPORTS INFORMATION 
finish in first Cecilia Furlong leads indoor track distance runners. 


COURTESY OF JHU SPORTS INFORMATION 
Elizabeth Rogers won two individuals golds and two relay golds vs. Washington & Lee. 


medley relay. The team’s fast- 
est time, 3:57.74, was earned by 
a team of Kitayama, Tsay, Ladd 
and Rogers. 

Rogers also holds the school 
record in the 50 free. She swam 
the event in 23.89 at the Blue- 
grass Conference Champion- 
ships two years ago. She hopes 
to improve upon that time at 
this year’s Bluegrass Confer- 
ence Championships, taking 
place in a few weeks. 

“Our expectations are really 
high, especially for the relays,” 
she said. “We want to make a 
couple of cuts for NCAA‘s.” 

Heading into ‘conferences, 
Rogers feels upbeat about the 
team’s potential and where they 
stand right now. 

“The team is really upbeat 


pole vaulted 10’6”, and Alanna 
Merkow, who threw over 38 feet 
in the shotput. 

The women’s 4x400 “A” team 

won the Jays their third gold of 
the afternoon, and many other 
women  fin- 
ished in the 
top 10 in their 
heats includ- 
ing. sopho- 
more Alexa 
izateros: 
third place 
in the 55 me- 
ter hurdles, 
Amelia  Val- 
lenilla, fifth 
place in the 
200- and 
400-meter 
dashes and 
Kristen Spe- 
ra, fifth place 
in the long 
jump. 

Just a 
day before, 
‘three lady 
Jays competed at the Penn State 
Invitational. Senior Christina 
Valerio made a name for Hop- 
kins on the Division I circuit by 


placing fourth in the 5000-meter 


run with a time of 17:28.40. The 
other two Jays at the event were 
Furlong and Shegoski who also 
finished in the top 10 at fifth and 
ninth respectively. 
Two ‘weeks ago, both Jay 
squads competed at the NYC Go- 


and excited about conferences,” 
she said. “We have a lot of depth 
in most of the events. It should 
be a great meet with some good 
competition.” 

Ghemegian chipped in, say- 
ing, “I wouldn't be surprised at 
allif Liz wins and breaks a school 
record at Bluegrass meet. She’s 
really been awesome for us.” 

So what's Rogers’s secret to 
her success? 

“Just before a race, I try to 
keep a clear head, focus on the 
race and make sure to get out 
quickly,” she said. 

It seems to be working. 

Look for Rogers to lead her 
team to victory at the upcoming 
Bluegrass Mountain Conference 
Championships in Charlotte, 
North Carolina in two weeks. 


Valerio places fourth at Penn State Invite 


tham Cup hosted by New York 
University. On the men’s front, 
Alex Jebb broke a school record 
in the 60 meter hurdles event 
with a time of 8:68.00. 
Jebb placed third in the tri- 
le jump and Evans came in 
fifth — both freshmen came in 
at over 42 feet. 

Tobochnik ran a 15:29.37 in the 
5000-meter long distance run. 

The women were led by Fur- 
long and Shegoski, who finished 
one-two in the 5000-meter run. 
There were several other top 10 
finshes, highlighted by Becky 
Ward and Tracy Vill who came in 
fifth and eighth, respectively, in 
the triple long jump. 

After travelling to New York, 
Hopkins competed in the Mary- 
land Terrapin Invitational. As a 
team, Hopkins men finished in 
16th of 27 teams with a total of 
14, and the women came in third 
with 23 points. 

For the men, Sand garnered 
three points by placing eighth in 
shot put with a 46-8.25” throw. 
Senior Elliot Wehner came in 
16th in the 800-meter run. 

For the women, Furlong, Vale- 
rio and Shegoski impressed yet 
again, finishing in the top three 
spots in the 3000-meter run. 

In the mile, senior Elizabeth La- 
seter placed fifth and sophomore 
Annie Monagle came in tenth. 

The Jays will return to ac- 
tion on Saturday, Feb. 5th at the 
Haverford Keough Invitational. 


Albericht, McCarty upset 
Gettysburg at home game 


By JARED FRYDMAN 
For The News-Letter 


The Hopkins Men’s Basketball 
team bounced back with a win 
over conference rival Gettysburg 
after suffering two losses this 
past week to Franklin & Marshall 
and Muhlenberg. 

Since the RMC Coaches Clas- 
sic on December 30, 2010, the Jays 
have struggled, posting a 3-9 re- 
cord over the month-long span. 

This past Thursday, the Dip- 
lomats entered Goldfarb gym to 
take on the Jays. With 11 minutes 
remaining in the first half, F&M 
ignited a 15-2 run and jumped out 
to a 26-14 lead. Hopkins respond- 
ed with a 9-4 run of its own, but 
ultimately only trimmed the lead 
to seven points. To round out the 
first half, Franklin & Marshall 
led 38-27. 

Senior John Alberici recorded 
15 points in the contest while 
playing 21 minutes to lead all 
Hopkins scorers. He was one 
of two Jays who scored double 
figures, along with freshman 
Aleksander Nikolic. Alberici was 
perfect from the free throw line, 
going five-for-five from the stripe 
and scored five of his tenattempts 
from the field. Nikolic compiled 
five rebounds and three blocks in 
addition to his 11 points. 

To start the second half, 
Franklin & Marshall extended 
its lead to 23 points within the 
first seven minutes. The Diplo- 
mats continued their dominance, 
putting together a 15-4 run to 
expand their lead to 30 points, 
72-42, with seven minutes re- 
maining in the half. A final score 
of 86-55 dropped the Blue Jays to 
a 4-14 record on the season, 2-9 in 
conference play. 

Freshman center Nikolic has 
remained a bright spot for the 
Jays this season. His post pres- 
ence and season total of 18 blocks 
ranks fourth all time amongst 
Hopkins freshman. 

Two days later, Hopkins trav- 
eled to Muhlenberg for a confer- 
ence game against the Mules. In 
an exciting game, the Mules out- 
lasted the Jays second half push 
to win by a final score of 54-48. 
Hopkins fell to 2-10 in the Cen- 
tennial Conference. 

Throughout the first half, 
Muhlenberg answered nearly 
every Jay score, holding on to 
a one-point lead entering half 
time, 26-25. Shortly into the sec- 
ond period, Hopkins scored five 
unanswered points to tie the 
score 34-34. Immediately the 
Mules sparked a 16-2 run, in- 
tending to put the game out of 
reach. 

The Jays clawed back, a sharp 
momentum swing capped with a 


against 
notched two points, three re- 
bounds 
Wildes led the bench with seven 
points on two three’s. 


20-foot jumper from sophomore 
Sean Wildes cut the deficit to 
four points with just one minute 
remaining in the game. 


The Jays had three attempts 


to slice further into the lead, but 
could not finish off the emphatic 
comeback, falling just short of a 
road win against the 10-8 Mules. 


Jays forward Sean Wildes 


posted a career high eight points 
in the loss to Muhlenberg. 


Wildes got the start at home 
Gettysburg but only 


and three blocks. Pat 


At the end of the first half 


Hopkins led 38-22 and held the 
wide lead through the end of the 
game. The final score: 65-46. 


Hopkins had one of its best 


shooting games of the season 
draining 9-17 from beyond the 
arc and shooting over 52% from 
the floor. 


McCarty was an unusual 3-4 


from beyond the three point line 
and scored 17 points with a team 
high four rebounds. Corbett also 
added thirteen points and had 
six steals. 


The win ended a five game 


losing streak and improved the 
Jays to 5-15 overall and 3-10 in 
Centennial Conference action. 


Wildes has been upset with 


the recent five game skid. “For 
the most part we have been right 
there in the end of our last couple 
games, we just don’t pull away 
when we need to, or run out 
of time when we are making a 
comeback.” 


He added that the team is tal- 


ented enough to hang with any 
opponent, and expressed that 
the remaining games left on the 
schedule are very important. 


“Its unfortunate because we 


know full well going into every 
game that we have the ability and 
talent to beat any team we play. 
The next couple games are all win- 


nable, so hopefully we can come 
out with six W’s and build some 


momentum for next season.” 


Overall the team is looking 


forward to finishing the season 
on a positive note. Junior guard 
Tim McCarty also feels that all 
the remaining games are feasible 
opponents, and his goal is to fin- 


ish strong. 

When asked about the future, 
McCarty responded, “We'll take 
it one game at a time.” 

Hopkins Men’s Basketball re- 
turns to action on Saturday Feb. 5 
in the Goldfarb gym at 1:00 p.m. 
to take on Swarthmore. 

The Jays wrap up the season 
over the next two weeks, con- 
cluding their season schedule 
with five conference opponents. 
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Freshman pointguard Daniel Corbett scored 13 at home against Gettysburg Wednesday. 
free; he was also joined by Joe | 

Acquaviva, Tim Nam, and. Nick 
Schmidt for a victory in the 200 
medley relay. Schmidt and Ac- 
quaviva also grabbed individual 
victories while Nam earned. two 
victories, one in the 100 breast 
and the other in the 200 free. 

Freshman Will Kimball took 
home the 1000 free crown to 
round out the weekend in the 
water, finishing just ahead of 
two teammates. The Blue Jays 
also took the top three spots in 
the 100 breast. 

Both groups will look to con- 
tinue their impressive seasons 
this weekend when the men’s 
team will go to Annapolis, MD 
to take on Navy, and the women 
will compete in the Bluegrass 
Mountain Conference Champi- 
onships in Charlotte, NC. 


Hopkins Men 134, St. 
Mary’s 62 
Hopkins Women 131, St. 
Mary’s 69 


Hopkins 86, Bryn Mawr 51 


Hopkins 57, F&M 49 Hopkins 55, F&M 86 


Hopkins Men 146.5, W&L 
92.5 
Hopkins Women 167, W&L 89 


Hopkins 45, W&L 3 


Hopkins 57, Gettysburg 61 Hopkins 65, Gettysburg 46 


. 
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CALENDAR 


SATURDAY 
M. Basketball vs. Swarthmore, 1 pm 
W. Basketball vs. Swarthmore, 3pm 


Dip You 
Know? 


The Hopkins men’s lacrosse program 


has appeared in the NCAA tournament SUNDAY 
for 39 consecutive seasons. Coach Fencing Invitational 
Pietramala’s team will travel to State WEDNESDAY 


College, PA, Saturday, February 5th, 
for a scrimmage with Penn State 


W. Basketball vs. McDaniel 7 pm 


Seven win streak 
snapped by G burg 


By CLAYTON RISCHE 
kK rr The \e ris / ele? 


The Jays women have estab- 
lished a dominant hold over the 
con ference this year, continu- 

ing a tremendous run of games 

through the month of January. 

Since their game against Bryn 
Mawr on Jan. 5th, the ladies have 
gone 8-23. The seven game win- 
ning streak that ended Wednes- 
day evening was the second lon- 
gest of the season. 

The Jays are currently 16-4, 
after starting 0-1 then winning 
nine consecutive games. 

Hopkins’s first-place standing 
is the result of several key con- 
tributors, including junior guard 
Stephanie Fong, who has shot 
with a 51% success rate from be- 
yond the arch this season, lead- 
ing the conference. Fong was 
named Centennial Conference 
Player of the Week. 

Senior Siobhan Callanan and 
junior Chantel Mattiola are also 
currently in the top five from 
three-point range in the Centen- 
nial Conference. 

Callanan, however, severly 
injured her knee in the lady 
Jays’ overtime win at Dickin- 
son on the 22nd and is not ex- 
pected to return to the court 
this spring. 

Even without the senior cap- 
tain, the Jays padded their con- 
ference win column this week, 
taking down Franklin & Mar- 
shall in a snow-delayed game 
on Thursday and Muhlenberg 
on the road on Saturday. And on 
Wednesday, Hopkins hosted the 
Gettysburg Bullets only to lose 
in overtime. 

Heading into the half against 
the Diplomats, the Jays trailed 
by one. It would take a then 
career-best 17 points by Fong, 
and 16 rebounds by Lyndsay 
Burton, who ranks sixth in re- 
bounds (731) and points (1,232) 
at Hopkins, to take down F&M 
57-49. 

Saturday against the Mules 
was a little different. Again 
trailing at the half, this time by 
nine points, Jays from across the 
roster began to make shots, get 
rebounds and hit free throws 
in the second half. Freshman 
Katie Brooks triggered the Hop- 
kins comeback with a crucial 
rebound and layup after inter- 
mission. : 

The defense was relentless 
and prevented Muhlenberg from 


ee 


McCarty, Corbett combine for 30 to defeat Gettysburg 65-46 | 


* . - « 


eS 


ever developing an offense that 
could keep up with Hopkins 
throughout the whole game. 

Fong scored 23 points, her 
new career-high, and added eight 
boards, another career-high, to 
lead the Jays to a 67-57 victory. 

Hopkins drained four of 
seven three pointers in the 
first twenty minutes against 
the Bullets to lead by four after 
the first half. But after the half, 
Hopkins sank only one three 
point bucket and allowed 14 
field goals. 

Gettysburg’s Julie McGrory 
sent the game into overtime with 
a basket as time expired. 

At the end of regulation the 
score was tied 51-51. Hopkins 
scored only six overtime points 
and lost by four. 

Burton was 8-18 and 1-4 at the 
line and had 12 rebounds. Vas- 
sila also had 12 rebounds and 10 
points. And Fong led the team 
with 19 points. Fong was an as- 
tonishing 6-8 from beyond the 
arc. 

“In the past few games, we’ve 
really concentrated on playing 
two solid halves of basketball. 
We have a tendency to be a , 
second half team, so we’re con- 
stantly working on that,” said 

Callanan from the sidelines. 

The Jays have had quite a few | 
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Junior Tim McCarty and senior John Alberichi worked together to defeat the Gettysburg Bullets : | 
Wednesday night at home. See page B11 for full coverage. 


Pool records fall, Jays move up in Nat'l polls 


Super Bowl 


blowouts this season, but even 
many of these have been ortho- 
dox. It is not uncommon for the 
Jays to be tied or trailing heading 
into the second half in many 20 to 
30 point victories. 

It’s Hopkins’s depth that has 
made these types of wins possible: 

“What makes us such a great 


team is that in any given game, | 
anyone on our team is scoring, | 
whether they’re coming off the | 


bench or starting on the court,” 


By RYAN KAHN 
For The News-Letter 


Although winter break was 
chilly, no one could cool down 
Hopkins swimming over break. 
Both the men’s and women’s 
teams took a trip to the Sunshine 
State for training purposes, and 
upon their return, had several 
large margin victories. 

The women defeated St. 


breaking a six-year record, Kita- 
yama and Villegas finished one- 
two for the Jays. 

The Jays swam about as well as 
they could have, and yet fell to a 
very strong Tiger team, 160-102.’ 

On Saturday, the women 
bounced back strong with a big 
win over Washington and Lee. The 
lady Jays took 11 first-place victo- 
ries, giving them the 167-89 win. 

Despite gaining an early lead 
large enough to secure the win, 


the 100 breast, 200 back and 200 
breast respectively. This put the 
Jays to 5-3 on the year. 

The men’s team also had | 
success over the weekend, con- 
tinuing their recent hot streak 
with their fourth straight win 
after defeating the Towson Ti- 
gers, a strong Division I oppo- 
nent on Friday. 

The Jays started Friday on the 
right foot after sweeping the top 
three spots in the 200 Medley 


altracts super 


commercials, 
super jays” 


By CHIP HARSH 


Mary’s of Maryland and West Sports Editor 


Callanan continued. Chester, — the Jays Relay. Sophomore Dylan Cog- | 
The Jays will need to continue | helping finished in gin, junior Tim Nam, sophomore | Jays Lacrosse is one of the 
to improve their first half play | them move strong fash- Carter Gisriel and junior Eddy | most storied athletic programs in 
if they really want to advance | up a spot to ion as Sarah Zandee combined for first place | the country. In a word, Hopkins 
in the playoffs\. Even a team as | fifth in the Rinshma, with a time of 1:36.35. The race | Lax is super-duper. 
well-versed in thrillers like this | National Alex Ladd, was all Hopkins as teammates |- Dave Pietramala’s 11th sea- 
year’s squad is, comebacks are TYR /Es- Taylor Kita- David Woodford, Chris Razavi, | son as head coach will begin 
tough to count on. In the two | CAA Poll. yama and Nick Schmidt and Tyler Woods | with the season opener at Tow- 
games that did factor in as loss- | Just ahead Elizabeth finished just 0.48 seconds after | son on Feb. 19. Before then, the 
es this month, one game came | of the Jays Rogers _ Taking third was Sean Glass, Alex | laxer bros have two scrimmag- 
down to a single point, whereas | in the new broke the Polyak, Ben Tillar and Brandon | es, both away; one at Penn State 
the other was an overtime deci- | poll stands & Alea ei BA Soe 400 free re- Moy witha time of 1:38.39. and one at Cornell. 
sion, both comebacks that fell | Emory, COURTESY OF JHU'SPORTS INFORMATION | jay ‘pool _re- After Theo Leclere finished The Jays are hyped as nation- 
short. who stole Anthony Lordi was named Swimmer of the Week. cord, second in the 1000 free, Schim- | al championship contenders ev- 
The ladies will try to take an | the top spot Rogers, dt and junior Stephen Niemiec | ery season and this year is no 


early lead and rack their win 
streak up to eight on Saturday, 
as the Jays take on the Garnet of 
Swarthmore. 


from dominant Kenyon. 

The men, now ranked fourth, 
climbed up in the latest TYR/ 
CSCAA poll as well after vic- 
tories over TCNJ, West Chester 
and St. Mary’s. 

- Last week though, the wom- 


The News-letter’s “Athlete of the 
Week,” was outstanding all day, 
as she won two individual events 
and was a member of two first- 
place relay teams. 

Sophomore Cathy Howard 
grabbed a first place victory in 


took the top two spots in the 200 
free. The next event was the 100 
back, which, again, was all Jays. 
Coggin finished first, Woodford 
second and Glass rounding out 
the pack for a one-two-three 
sweep of the event. 


different. After falling to Duke 
last year in the quarter finals, 
Hopkins received the 11th spot 
in the 2011 Face-Off Yearbook 
preseason poll. 

Three, especially super, ath- 
letes were named preseason All- 


en’s team dropped a meet to the 1000 free, and Tsay, Villegas Hopkins also had strong | Americans. Sophomore defense- 
Towson, a Division I opponent and Charlotte Floria each had showing in the 200 man Tucker Durkin earned third 
currently ranked 10th. The day individual victories as well in See SWIMMING, Pace B11 team honors. Senior Kyle Whaton 


was not for naught however, as 
the Jays broke the 200 medley 
relay record and witnessed four 
pool records fall. 

Friday started with a Jay vic- 
tory in the 200 medley; freshman 
Taylor Kitayama, junior Annie 
Tsay and freshmen Alex Ladd 
and Sarah Risnma combined for 
therecord victory with a time of 
1:49.44. This broke the previous 
200 medley record that was set 
in 2008. Rais 

After Kathleen Heslin and 
Cathy Howard took third and 
fourth respectively in the 1000 
free, sophomore Daniela Ville- 
gas swam a career-best 1:56.40 


and sophomore John Ranagan re- 
ceived honorable mentions. 
The Jays may feature one of 
the youngest squads in the past 
decade with a strong showing 
expected from the sophomore 
class. Two seasons ago Chris Bo- 
land led the team in scoring but 
missed the 2010 season due to in- 
jury; now he’s back and ready to 
repeat his super ‘09 performance. 
With Wharton’s shots on goal ap- 
proaching 100 mph and senior 
captain Matt Dolente’s feared 
face-off skills, a super season is 
nearly guaranteed. 

Hopkins Laxers have a tradi- 
tion of excellence on and off the 


Sand leads throwers, Jebb 
leads jreshman sprinters 


By MICHAEL KANEN 
Sports Editor ; 


* more Rob Martin in seventh with 
a time of 52.95. 
The Jays had three top finish- 
ers for the 55 meter dash event 
_— all freshmen. Alex Jebb led the 
way in fourth 
place with a 
time of 6.75. 
Brendan Evans 


Hopkins track ‘and field has 
competed in three different 
events each of 
the last three 
weekends. 
This past Sat- 


in the 200 free. urday, both placed fifth | field. Dozens of former Jays have 

Improving upon her already | the men’s with a 6.76 and | played or are playing lacrosse 

stellar rookie season, Kitayama | and women’s Tobe —_ Madu | professionally. While many oth- 

then won the 100 back. Tsay was | teams — com- finished _in | ers have gone on to be equally 

quick to respond for Hopkins | peted at the seventh with a | successful in other fields, includ- 

as well with a victory in the 100 | McElligot In- 6.81 mark. ing 2008 graduate Mike Doneger. 

EDDIE WANG/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR | Breast. Shortly after Towson’s | vitational at In the | Doneger wrote, directed and 

Guard Stephanie Fong was named Centennial Conference player of the week. | Meredith Budner won the 50 free, | Haverford, 55-meter | starred in a Pepsi-Max commer- 
, r pA and a select hurdles Jebb cial which may air during this 
few | women placed fourth | Sunday’s Super Bowl. The Super 

INSIDE competed at and also just | Bowlis to sports what Lacrosse is 

‘ine the Penn State es ae beta gt The most super event 

Pista A rey Invitational on bd podium in the | all year. 
on Fencing: Athlete of the Week: Wrestling: Friday, SS Fp ump | The game fetus the tp two 
: Vale : t ‘ 1 Hopkins’ COURTESY OF JHU SPORTSINFO Evans __ place efenses: the Pittsburgh S$ 

Death in the Family Elizabeth Rogers bed for Second: Int CG ee ee Tee ed anrdinthe dirk ae whe tiple’ | end. the) Grass. Sak Pettintien: 


Hopkins Hall of Famer Dick 
Oles coached the Hopkins 
Fencing team from 1959-2003 
for 643 win. Oles was killedin 
an auto related accident on Jan- 

uary 27th. Page B11 


Junior Elizabeth Rogers spe- 
cializes in the freestyle and won 
four meets this past weekend. 
Rogers’ 400 freestyle relay team 
broke a pool record while taking 
first place. Page B11 


Hopkins hosted the final 
home wrestling meet of the 
year on Saturday and the boys 
stomped on Washington and Lee 
45-3, then defeated Gettysburg 
away 32-9. Page B11 


Sit lictiedesliraason eaencaceaean nai nce anieamnet ne meee eee 


a. 


had some im- 

pressive showings at the McElli- 
got, highlighted by senior Brah- 
ma Kumar, who placed third in 
the 400-meter run with a time of 
52.20; he was followed by sopho- 


jump as well. 

In the long distance event, 
senior Brandon Hahn finished 
sixth with a time just under nine 
minutes. 


two super talented quarterbacks: 
Ben Roethlisberger and Aaron 
Rogers. The NFL Championship is 
being held in Dallas, Texas, where 


SEE TRACK, pace B11 


everything is bigger, 
See DONEGER, pace B10 ; 


